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Prez Sez 

It is late October as I write this column and there is a 

light snow falling outside.  My birdbath was also 

frozen over this morning.  This truly is “Sucker Time.”  

While I have tried using live suckers for muskies 

earlier this month, without success, this cold weather 

will surely cause muskies to turn on to live bait.  I look 

forward to this time of year, not only because I like to 

fish for muskies with suckers, but the probability of 

catching a big one increases as the muskies fatten up 

for the long winter.  So also, does the probability 

increase of having multiple fish days if you spend 

enough time on the water.  Take advantage of the 

season. Go for the big ones.  I wish you all good luck.  

I hope you catch a new personal best.   

 

The Vilas County Outing on October 11th and 12th 

was a great success and a lot of fun.  Dale and Colette 

Anderson once again did an outstanding job of 

coordinating the event.  Congratulations to both of 

you, and thank you for all the work you do.  Details on 

winners of the Vilas County Outing are available in a 

separate article in this newsletter. 

 

As most of you know, the Capital City Chapter of 

Muskies, Inc. worked with the Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources a few years ago to create and 

install an informational/educational sign near the Lake 

Wingra dam.  The sign informs visitors about the 

muskies that swim up Wingra Creek in the spring and 

gather at the base of the dam.  Many muskies try to 

jump the dam, putting on quite a show in doing so.  

When originally installed, the City of Madison would 

not let us put the sign right next to the dam, causing us 

some concern that the sign was not as effective as it 

might be because of its location.   

 

~continued next page~ 

November Meeting 
 

The next meeting is to be held on the 11
th

 of 

November at 7pm.  As with all our meetings, they 

are held at the 5100 Bar in McFarland on Erling 

Ave. (www.5100bar.com).  The featured speaker is 

Rich Reinert, owner of Rich Reinert Guide Service  

And will speak of the 2013 season in Northern 

Wisconsin.  Details of what’s working spring 

through fall will be highlighted.  It should be a 

timely talk. 

Also with season winding down here and turnover 

just happened on the Madison Chain, a few big fish 

stories should abound as well.  With all of our 

general meeting they are free and open to the public.  

So come early, bring friends, family, and enjoy some 

fine food and fine spirits.  Make plans to attend.  

 

 
 

Ricn Reinert is our November speaker  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.5100bar.com/
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Steve Reinstra, past president of Cap City has been working 

with City of Madison officials to have the sign relocated.  To 

make a long story short, he was successful and the sign was 

re-positioned on October 23rd right in front of the dam.  

Thanks to Steve for his work in getting the city to agree to 

allow us to move the sign and thanks to Dick Brandt and 

Gerard Hellenbrand for helping Steve with the installation of 

the sign in its new location.  

 

Sometime in mid to late November, CCMI, with the 

cooperation of the WDNR, will stock 500 Leech Lake strain 

muskie fingerlings in Lake Monona.  These fish will be 

implanted with Passive Integrated Transponders (PIT Tags) 

which will allow them to be identified when scanned with a 

specially designed electronic wand.  As noted in previous 

communications, our club pays for these fish, and the 

stocking of these muskies is part of a study to help determine 

the viability of stocking Leech Lake strain muskies vs. 

Wisconsin strain muskies.  The DNR will use the results of 

the study to improve stocking efforts locally and statewide.  

See separate article in this newsletter on the stocking study. 

 

Finally, remember that officers and board members are 

elected in November and December, respectively.  If you are 

interested in becoming involved in the leadership of our 

club, please let me know.  I am happy to report that some 

members have come forward and indicated an interest in 

running as “At Large” board members at the December 

membership meeting.  Thank you.  We are always looking 

for people with new ideas, different outlooks, and 

suggestions for making our club better.  

 

I wish you good fishing in November and December. 

. 

Lee 
Lee Bartolini - President  
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Link – www.madisonmuskyguide.com    

 

 
Link - http://www.muskie.com/ 

Stocking 
 

On October 24
th

 Tom Penniston reported to the 

board that the Minnesota Muskie Farm is netting its 

muskies from its ponds on Tuesday, October 29
th

.  

As soon as we get the permits and manpower lined 

up, the Capital City Muskies Inc. will purchase 500 

of the Leech Lake Strain muskies to be placed into 

Lake Monona.  The WDNR will be on hand to 

measure, fin clip, and place a PIT tag into these fish 

for our study.  If you would like to help or observe 

this procedure, please keep an eye on the Cap City 

Messaging board and I will provide updates as I get 

them.  Link to the messaging board is  
http://www.outdoors911.com/reports/forumdisplay.php?191-

Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc-%28Madison-WI%29 

 

In the past we met the Minnesota Muskie Farm 

delivery truck about 8 am at the Olin ramp (south 

end of Monona near the Coliseum) and were done 

tagging and stocking by noon. 

 

Any questions please contact me at 

gerardh@charter.net. 

 

I will have full details of the stocking next month.  

 

 

 
 

http://www.madisonmuskyguide.com/
http://www.muskie.com/
http://www.outdoors911.com/reports/forumdisplay.php?191-Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc-%28Madison-WI%29
http://www.outdoors911.com/reports/forumdisplay.php?191-Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc-%28Madison-WI%29
mailto:gerardh@charter.net
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
By Gerard Hellenbrand 

822 S Gammon Rd #1, Madison, WI, 53719  

608) 669 – 5046    E-mail gerardh@charter.net 

 

Hello Members.  Its getting colder fast these days.  The season is winding down and the sucker bite should 

heat up.  Another thing to look forward to is our annual stocking.  Its great feeling setting some of those little 

monsters free and to look forward to hooking one someday.  There are more details on page 2 of this 

newsletter about that.  Hope you can come out and view the process. 

 

We had several new members this month.  From Madison we have Gordy Dybdahl and Mark Schuster 

and from My Horeb we have Ted Swenson.  Welcome!!! 

 

I have preached this earlier this year about the requirement 

of keeping your email address current on the  

www.muskiesinc.org web site as I take those addresses  

and email you a link to the monthly newsletter.  If you  

drop your membership you will not receive that link as 

well so it’s a great idea to keep your membership current  

as well.   

 

Till next month…………. 

  
Link - www.customrods.org   Gift Cards available 

 

 
Link – www.leetauchen.com  

 

 

 

mailto:gerardh@chorus.net
http://www.muskiesinc.org/
http://www.customrods.org/
http://www.leetauchen.com/
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Link -www.lawtonandcates.com 

 

 
 

 

 
Nov 11 General Meeting @ the 5100 Bar in 

McFarland. Speaker Rich Rienert 

Dec 1 Muskie Season Closes in N WI 

Dec 9 General Meeting @ the 5100 Bar in 

McFarland. Speaker TBA 

 
Jan 1 Muskie Season is closed in WI 

Jan 10-13 Tri-Esox Muskie Show in Chicago   

Jan 13 General Meeting @ the 5100 Bar in 

McFarland. Justin Gaudry of 

Mylie’s Resort on Lake of the Woods 

is our speaker. 

More details at the 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org 

web site under Meetings and Events 

 

 
Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com 

 

New Outing Announced 
 
Morson Ontario Canada _ Mike Winther has worked out 

a new outing at Mylie’s Resort 

(http://www.myliesplaceresort.com/) on Lake of the 

Woods.  The dates are August 16 thru the 23
rd

, 2014.  

And this just happens to be the same week as the Gil 

Hamm headquarters out of Red Wing Lodge just two 

bays to the east.  The cost is $310 which does not include 

food or gas.  The deadline is November 30
th
, 2013 and 

space is limited.  A $100 deposit is required to hold your 

spot.  For more information contact Mike at 

mike@winthernet.net or by phone at   608)  844  –  1382   

 

http://www.lawtonandcates.com/
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.wildernessfishgame.com/
http://www.myliesplaceresort.com/
mailto:mike@winthernet.net
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2013 RELEASE REPORT  
By Michael Winther mike@winthernet.net  608) 844 – 1382 

 

The cold weather and short days create the opportunity for quiet fishing with fewer people out on the water. 

Whether you prefer casting, dragging suckers, or trolling, the next two months provide the best chance at a truly 

huge trophy muskie as the fish really start to pack on the pounds. Good luck to everyone who is braving the 

elements to get out there after them! 

Congratulations to Matt Firestein on a couple recent monsters from out east, and to Mike Milia on his personal 

best muskie of 52 ½” from Minnesota. 

Remember to email me pictures of any fish 45” or larger, and you will be entered in our annual contest for a 

free fish replica. The “hat trick” and release contests are a fun chase every year as well. You can find all of the 

information on the CCMI website. 

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or comments. 

 

 

Like Cap City and Muskies, Inc on Facebook 
Capital City Muskies Inc. is now on Facebook.  For those who are active on Facebook you can now “like” 

us at the official facebook web site.  Link is  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc/443352929085585?fref=ts 

Muskies Inc is https://www.facebook.com/pages/Muskies-Inc/118841754815660  

 

 

Cap City Elections 
At the November 11

th
 meeting we will hold elections for 

the Executive Board.  The Executive positions open are 

President, Vice-President, Secretary, Regional Rep, and 

Treasurer.  If you want to run for any of those positions, 

please contact Prez Lee.  At the December meeting will 

be elections for At-Large Directors.  If interested for 

that, again, contact Prez Lee.        

Top Release Contest Leaders as of 10/28/2013. 

 

JUNIORS DIVISION Muskie Points Avg 
Seth Niday  11 98 35 
Tripp Soma 4 74 45 
Brett Schulze 3 31 36 
David Morton 2 28 40 
Hunter Anderson 1 16 42 

    WOMENS DIVISION Muskies Points Avg 
Pam McCumber 2 31 41 
Colette Anderson 1 12 38 
Liz Hollatz 1 8 34 

Emely Hamann 1 4 30 

    MASTERS DIVISION Muskies Points Avg 
Leif Spilde 46 615 39 
Joe Aldworth 29 407 40 
Mike Leombruni  34 367 37 

Troy Schoonover 27 345 39 
Matt Firestein 11 272 50 
Matt Hill 17 215 39 
Matt McCumber 14 193 40 
Brad Nelson 6 130 48 
Don Hollatz 8 95 38 

    

MENS DIVISION Muskies Points Avg 
Andy Schutz 63 773 38 

Peter Kangas 39 478 38 

Matt DeVos 33 411 38 
Greg Voss 31 408 39 
Dan Moats 22 408 45 
Trevor Hamann 22 301 39 
Luke Breyer 15 234 41 
M J Johnson 14 217 41 
Brian Wienski 15 174 38 
Todd Berge 12 150 38 
Tom Syring 9 150 43 

 

Full Standings available on the website at: 

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/media/CCM

I%20Standings%202013-10-28.pdf 
 

mailto:mike@winthernet.net
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc/443352929085585?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Muskies-Inc/118841754815660
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/media/CCMI%20Standings%202013-10-28.pdf
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/media/CCMI%20Standings%202013-10-28.pdf
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2013 Vilas County Outing Wrap Up 
October 11

th
 – 12

th
, 2013 

The Anderson’s would like to extend our sincere thanks to everyone that participated in the outing!  This was 

our 10
th

 year hosting the Vilas County Outing and we always look forward to this trip, not just because we 

enjoy the fishing, but also because it gives us a chance to spend time with a great group of folks!  We had 38 

participants this year with a few new faces!  We once again held the banquet at St. Germain Lodge (Fibber’s 

Bar and Restaurant).  It was a huge success and we send a very special thank you to Rob and Kaye Manthei!  

The accommodations were great, and the food was fabulous!  Rob generously donated numerous door prizes 

for our general raffle and Kaye generously donated door prizes for our women’s only raffle.  Thank you to 

Don and Liz Hollatz for running the Super Raffle.  The proceeds made from the Super Raffle will be put 

toward the 2014 Vilas County Outing to provide additional big ticket door prizes!   

 

I can’t remember the last time I was able to wear tennies and a sweatshirt as opposed to snow pants and boots 

during this outing, so thank you Mother Nature!  Air temps were in the mid to upper 50’s both days, a virtual 

heat wave in the north woods!  On the flipside, the winds were a bit brutal both days making for some 

challenging fishing conditions.  All in all, it was a great outing this year! 

 

Congratulations to all 38 outing participants, 8 of whom were women!    We had some nice muskies caught 

again this year – a total of 15 fish were caught by 11 anglers.  Our 2013 Vilas County Outing winners are: 

 

First Place:  Jordan Laridaen with a 47 ½ incher (Jordan is also our first youth participant in the Vilas Outing 

at a mere 16 years of age – congrats Jordan)! 

Second Place:  Fred Brogle with a 46 ½ incher (also caught a 25 ½)! 

Third Place: John Cuta with a 46 inch tiger!  

Smallest Muskie:  George Machian takes the honor with a 17 ½ incher (also caught a 40 and a 24 ½)! 

 

Congratulations also goes out to Andy Henderson with a 43 “, Stu Escher with a 40 ½ incher and a 38 ¼“, 

Cameron Draws with a 38 “, Terry Brenny with a 37“, Chad Naggs with a 36“, Chad Niday with a 34 “, and 

Don Hollatz with a 30 ¾”!   

 

We were very excited to have our headlining Musky Crooner, Geoff Crandall, back with us this year.  For 

those of you who have been with us over the years, you know how Geoff inspires us with his incredible live 

performance and he did not disappoint this year!  Geoff serenaded outing participants with his popular hits 

“Net Man Blues” and “Vilas County.”  Unfortunately, our club comedian, Pat O’Leary, was unable to be with 

us this year so we did not get the annual “fishing with Cameron” report!  We missed you Pat, please keep 

collecting the stories (at your own risk)!  Thank you, Chad Niday, for stepping up to share a great story about 

an urgent shoreline expedition conducted by a member of your fishing party (name withheld to protect the 

innocent)!   A picture does indeed speak a thousand words!    

 

We extend our heartfelt thanks and sincere appreciation to Rob and Kaye Manthei, Don and Liz Hollatz,  

John Eversoll, Townline Sports, Tony Enger, John Albert, the CCMI Club, and Jim at Rollie and 

Helen’s Musky Shop for their generous donation of baits and other gifts for the raffle which helps to make 

this outing such a success!   

 

Mark your calendars!  The 2014 Vilas County Outing will be held on October 10 & 11, 2014!   
Details will be provided in mid-2014.   

 

Again, thanks to all of you for making this outing such a “FUN-tastic” time!   

Dale and Colette Anderson 
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Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait 

 

 
Link - www.getthenetmuskyguide.com 

 

2013 Vilas County Outing Photo Page 

2013 Vilas Outing Winners 

 
 

Winners of 2013 ilas Outing are from left to right – 

smallest - George Machian, 2
nd

 Place - Fred Brogle, 1
st
 

Place -Jordan Laridaen, and 3
rd

 Place - John Cuta. 

Congrats!!! 

  Jordan Laridean 

 
Fred Brogle 

 
 

Headwater Muskies Inc member that often joins us for 

the Vilas Outing, placed 2
nd

 with this 46 ½ inch muskie 

from Muskellunge Lake on a sucker. 

John Cuta 

 
 

John Cuta with his beautiful 46 inch tiger muskie 

he caught from South Turtle Lake casting a 

Medussa.  His hybrid earned him 3
rd

 place in the 

Vilas Outing.  

CCMI Jr 

Member 

Jordan 

with his 

47 ½ “ 

muskie 

from 

Kentuck 

Lake that 

took top 

honors in 

the Vilas 

Outing. 

http://www.getthenetmuskyguide.com/
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Muskie Strain Study Update 
By Past-Presidents,  Jim Olson and Steve Reinstra 

 
For the last seven years we have been goading you to contribute for our comparison study of Leech Lake vs Wisconsin strain 

muskies.  You have generously responded by contributing over $40,000.  In addition, we have received a $9,000 grant from 

the Hugh C. Becker Foundation and $2,500 from the Madison Fishing Expo.  On top of this WDNR has contributed a vast 

number of hours in PIT (Passive Integrated Transponder) tagging and stocking the muskies as contributing well over 3,000 

PIT tagged Wisconsin strain muskies.  Thus, the project has been an excellent example of cooperation between a 

governmental and not for profit organization. 

   

The PIT tags were implanted in the belly of the fingerlings.  When the musky was captured a scanning wand would be run 

over the belly of the fish that would record the date that the fish was stocked and its length when stocked.  The length of the 

fish when captured and the date of capture were recorded by the angler and provided to CCMI and WDNR.  This provides the 

most accurate age and growth data possible.  

  

The original idea was to use the capture data from WDNR fyke netting in the spring.  However, since this is not done every 

year it would be some time before we began to get data.  This prompted CCMI to purchase ten scanning wands in 2010 and 

place them in the hands of Monona’s most successful anglers. 

   

To date there have 72 PIT tagged muskies scanned: 30 were captured by fyke nets and 42 by anglers.  However, the 30 

captured by fyke nets are all Wisconsin strain.  Thus, had we relied solely on fyke netting we would have concluded that the 

Leech Lake muskies had not survived and would have probably discontinued the study as a failure. 

 

However, the CCMI anglers have saved the project.  The 42 angler scanned muskies were 25 Wisconsin strain and 17 Leech 

Lake strain.  Currently the population of PIT tagged Wisconsin strain muskies vs Leech Lake strain muskies is 60% vs 40%.  

This means that the survival rate of the two strains is comparable. 

But, the bottom line is what can we as anglers hope for the future?  Most importantly both strains are exceeding statewide 

growth averages.  Statewide a five year old fish is about 28” long.  A five year old fish in this study is over 34” long.  

  

On October 29
th
, 2007 a healthy 13.6” Leech fingerling was stocked in Lake Monona.  By June 29

th
, 2013 it had made its way 

to Lake Waubesa where it encountered the incomparable Jeff Hanson.  She had grown to 42 inches.  The statewide average 

for a 40” fish is nine years. 

 

The good growth rate of Leech Lake muskies has been the topic of considerable discussion.  On the other hand, at the time the 

study began, WDNR had hired a geneticist who used genetics to improve the areas the eggs used for the Wisconsin stock 

were harvested in an effort to increase the growth potential of the Wisconsin stock.  This appears to have worked.    Thus, 

both strains stocked in Lake Monona since 2006 seem to come from excellent stock. 

   

Anecdotally, the Leechers appear to be caught in deeper water.  However, that could change.  Remember, the explosion of 

40+ inch fish in Mille Lacs initially took place on the sand flats on the north shore.  Thereafter, they were taken in deeper 

water at night.  

 

This is a unique and exciting study.  It owes its success to your donations, the assistance of WDNR and ….  , the CCMI 

anglers who have taken their fishing time to scan their catches and record and submit the data.  The final results will only be 

known as the years go by and CCMI stalwarts continue to collect the data.  Although there is insufficient data to make 

predictions, based upon current information, the future of the Madison muskie fishery is intriguing indeed. 

 
Editor’s Note:  I’ve been wanting to get this information to the Cap City membership who have made this study reality.   I’d 

also like to thank the anglers willing to mine the data with the scanners.  Your help is very valuable.  I will have more to offer 

next month as Steve Reinstra will have more data and some other information that will be of interest to our membership.      
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Link – www.monsterlures.net 

 

 
Link -  http://www.dsbait.com 

2014 Outings 
 

Iowa Hawg Hunt   - April 26
th

. 2014 

Madison Chain Outing   -   May 17
th

 2014 

On The Water   -   June 9
th

, 2014  

Youth Tournament   -   June 14
th

, 2014 

Larry Kleeba Challunge -   June 14
th

 – 15
th

, 2014 

Host – Titletown  

On North and South Twin & Lac Vieux Desert  

Bill Wood Lake Winter Outing  -  June 21
st
, 2014 

Eagle River, WI 

On the Water    -   Aug 11
th

, 2014 

Alliance Muskie Open   -  Aug 15
th

 – 17
th

, 2014 

Lake of the Woods Outing  - Aug 16 – 23
rd

, 2014 

Gil Hamm Challunge – August 20
th

  -  22
nd

. 2014 

Host – Star of the North MI On Lake of the Woods  

and HQ is Red Wing Lodge  

Eagle Lake Outing   -   August 30 – Sept 6
th

, 2014 

Vilas County Outing   -   October 11
th 

& 12
th

, 2014  

 
 

Link – www.spankybaits.com  

http://www.monsterlures.net/
http://www.dsbait.com/
http://www.spankybaits.com/
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PRESIDENT 

Lee Bartolini 

713 S 2
nd

 St 

Mt Horeb, WI 53572 

608) 437 - 6177 
lbartolini8475@charter.net 

VICE- PRESIDENT 

Dale Anderson 

PO Box 8862 

Madison, WI  53708 

608) 825 – 3080 

digo51@charter.net 

RVP 

Tom Penniston 

PO Box 985 

New Glarus, WI  53574 

608) 558 – 9657 

pennistn@wekz.net 

SECRETARY 

Karen Phillips 

608) 692 - 6880 

mskyldy@aol.com 

 

TREASURER 

Dan Reim 

PO Box 8862 

Madison, WI  53708 

608) 846 – 4406 

dsreim@gmail.com  

 
Board of Directors Term Exp 

Tony Enger 228 – 5594 `13 

Gerard Hellenbrand  `13 

Henry Hempe 233 – 3331 `14 

Don Hollatz 222 – 5631 `13 

Liz Hollatz 222 – 5631 `13 

Winston Hopkins 577 – 3184 `14 

Mike Milia 467 – 7552 `14 

Shane Nesheim 438 – 8555 `13 

Andy Schutz 235 – 1352 `14 

Michael Winther 844 - 1382 `14 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Submissions due by the 20
th

  

Gerard Hellenbrand 

608) 669 - 5046 

822 S Gammon Rd #1 

Madison, WI 53719 

gerardh@charter.net 

 

Past Presidents 

Bill Wood 

Don Borchert 

Gil Nimm 

Steve Budnik 

Kevin Wegner 

Gary Greene 

Brian Walsh 

Fred Bachmann 

Kevin Black 

Norm Vike 

Craig Eversoll 

Geoff Crandall 

Steve Reinstra 

Jim Olson 

mailto:lbartolini8475@charter.net
mailto:digo51@charter.net
mailto:pennistn@wekz.net
mailto:emskyldy@aol.com
mailto:dsrein@gmail.com
mailto:gerardh@charter.net

