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Prez Sez 

I imagine that most of you are as excited and 

optimistic as me with the fact that muskie season is 

now open.  All things considered we had a very easy 

winter as far as weather goes, but it still takes a long 

time for all of those months to pass by.  Luckily, we 

have football, basketball, ice fishing, and many CCMI 

events to help us pass the time.  

It’s always great to hit the water with a refreshed level 

of hope, a tackle box full of new lures, and new 

approaches and techniques to try out.  Spring can be a 

tough bite for many people.  I find it unique because it 

never seems start the same way, the weather and the 

fish are always doing slightly different things and it 

leads to the muskies being different stages, moods, and 

sometimes locations than the previous years.  This is 

one of the things that I love about muskie fishing, the 

new challenges and situations that are thrown at you.  

When you’re on the water you either are catching fish, 

learning, or often times in my case you are ruling out 

another spring pattern and approach.  Hopefully many 

of you come out of the gates “on fire” and put some 

fish in the net. 

A great springtime event that I take part in every year 

is the CCMI Madison Chain outing.  It gives me a 

great excuse to spend an entire day on the Madison 

Chain and it’s a great opportunity to get to know the 

lakes and your fellow CCMI members much better.  

Its events like the Madison Chain Outing that truly 

reflect the spirit and essence of Capital City Muskies, 

Inc.  Be sure to check out our website or come to the 

next monthly meeting for more information on this 

awesome event. 

 

 

~ continued next page ~ 

 

 

May Meeting 
The May meeting is May 11

th
 and it’s the last indoor 

meeting till September as fishing season draws near.  

The featured speaker is Captain Matt “Catfish” 

Firestein of Whopper Stopper Guide Service.  

What many people don’t know about Matt is that he 

was catching fish and big ones too, when he lived in 

Janesville and was (still is) a member of this club.  

He remained a member after moving to Michigan 

and started fishing Lake St Clair.  Knowing St Clair 

the way he does, he start taking folks out and they 

caught fish.  He now guides for muskies by trolling 

and casting for muskies on Lake St Clair.  He was 

one of the first anglers to focus on casting for 

muskies on Lake St Clair when the trend was to troll 

for them.  He should have tips on trolling and casting 

that can be use here, up north, or in Canada.  The 

meeting starts at 7pm at the 5100 Bar 

(www.5100bar.com), and I can never say enough 

about the fine food and beverages that they serve at 

the 5100 Bar, so make it a point to stop in early for 

some of that.  Also with the 2015 season being a 

mere week old we may have a few fish stories to 

boot! 

 

 
Captain Matt Firestein with a late season fat muskie 

he caught last December and is the featured speaker 

at the May general meeting 

 

 

  
 

 
 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.5100bar.com/
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Link - http://madisonmuskyguide.com/  

 
Link - http://www.muskie.com/ 

As I’m sure that most of you are well aware, April 

11th was the 31st CCMI Annual Fundraiser & 

Seminar.  Our featured speaker was Duke 

Basketball Star and “The Muskie Life” founder 

Christian Laettner.  I had the pleasure to not only 

attend the event but to emcee it as well.  I found the 

event and the day to be a pure joy.  Listening to a 

Sports Star from my childhood talk about his 

muskie obsession was a great thrill.  I was also 

impressed with how effortlessly he connected with 

the people and really was just another guy talking 

about muskie fishing.  Watching the event go so 

smoothly and so well, made me proud to be 

President of a club with such fine, hard-working 

people on the board and such generous and active 

club members.  The Fundraiser was well attended 

and thanks to the many donations, from numerous 

tackle companies and individuals, many people went 

home with some really nice fishing gear, “Muskie 

Life Swag”, and other items.  I would like to thank 

each and every person, to many to name here, for 

your donations of time, energy, talent, money, and 

generosity that helped make our Fundraiser the 

incredible event that it is.    

Now that the muskie shows, the Muskie School, and 

our Fundraiser are in the rearview, we can begin to 

look forward at the upcoming season.  I hope you all 

have your rigs, rods, reels, and lures ready to rock.  

Keep in mind we have our last monthly meeting at 

the 5100 Bar before our summer break, make it a 

point to attend and listen to what Captain Matt 

“Catfish” Firestein has to say on May 11th. 

 I wish you the best of luck on your 2015 season.  I 

personally had to cut back on trips to the 

Northwoods this year which means that I’ll be 

spending more time on local waters.  I encourage 

you to try new lures and techniques, to think outside 

the box and to step outside of your comfort zone. 

Remember to record your catches and do the little 

things that will help you make big jumps as an 

angler.   

 

Thank you for your support of Capital City 

Muskies, Inc. and I hope you catch a monster, 

 

 

Luke Vike Sr. 
Luke Vike, Sr. - President 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

Crandall Wins Iowa Outing 

 
 

Geoff Crandall with his winning fish from Pleasant 

Creek IA.  It measured 40 and it hit a Rizzo Whiz, purple 

with silver blade.  Congrats Geoff! 

Full outing report on page 6  

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://madisonmuskyguide.com/
http://www.muskie.com/
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
By Gerard Hellenbrand 

822 S Gammon Rd #1, Madison, WI, 53719  

608) 669 – 5046    E-mail gerardh@charter.net 

 

Hi members, not sure what to think about this weather?  We had a couple of week of good weather and then 

this cold drops in.  Hopefully, during the warm spell, the muskies spawned and most don’t start up when the 

season opens the 1
st
 Saturday in May.  I am looking forward to another year of chasing muskies.  I have been 

doing this since I had my 1
st
 taste of chasing them in the fall of 1984 on the Eagle River Chain.  I was too 

green back then and didn’t set when one hit, thinking I hit weeds.  When cleaning off the weeds off a new 

Bang-O-Lure, there were teeth marks in the bait.  Lesson learned.    

 

On to new members that have signed over the past month.  We didn’t have as many as the previous month, 

but we get a few more.  They are Alex Frantz of McFarland, Theo Hanssen of Monona, and the husband & 

wife duo of Darrell and Doris Dahlk of Madison.  Welcome All!!!!! 

 

As I write this the 2015 fishing season is less than a week away.  I want to wish all a great and safe season 

for 2015.  There are some nice fish on the chain and if you catch one, handle it with care and we will all 

benefit from more muskies in the lake.  Good luck.  

   

Till next month…………. 

 
Link -  http://www.dsbait.com 

 
Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait 

 

 
Email link - fatmuzkey@yahoo.com 

 
Link – www.leetauchen.com  

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
mailto:gerardh@chorus.net
http://www.dsbait.com/
mailto:fatmuzkey@yahoo.com
http://www.leetauchen.com/
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Link - www.lawtonandcates.com/ 

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

May 11 General Meeting @ 5100 Bar featured 

speaker Captain Matt Firestein Lake St 

Clair Guide – casting and trolling 

Jun 8 On The Water Meeting @ Goodland 

Park on Lake Waubesa 

July No Meeting 

Aug 10 On The Water Meeting @ Goodland 

Park on Lake Waubesa 

Sept 14 General Meeting @ 5100 Bar 

Oct 12  General Meeting @ 5100 Bar 

Nov 9  General Meeting @ 5100 Bar 

 

More complete details at 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org 

 

Nesheim Wins Runner Up At Iowa 
 

 
Shane Nesheim with his 38 inch muskie he caught 

while fishing the 2015 IA Hawg Hunt at Pleasant 

Creek, IA.  He was throwing a Phantom Softail 

when his muskie hit.  Complete report on page 6. 

Below is the crew that braved the weather in IA.  

   

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.lawtonandcates.com/
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
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Like Us on Facebook - Cap City & Muskies, Inc  
Capital City Muskies Inc. is now on Facebook.  For those who are active on Facebook you can now “like” us at the 

official Facebook web site.  Cap City link is  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc/443352929085585?fref=ts 

For Muskies, Inc on Facebook.  Use this link is:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Muskies-Inc/118841754815660   

 

Madison Chain Outing: Saturday May 16
th

, 2015 
 

For details, check the web site under monthly events, in the back issues of the Muskie Ink, and at the May 

monthly meeting.  You also need to sign a release of liability form to participate in this event and that is 

available on the web site, so print out the form and mail back to the Capital City PO Box or pick one up and 

fill out at the May meeting.  If all these are not doable, email Gerard Hellenbrand with your mailing address 

and which of the form(s) and how many you want and he will gladly mail you those forms to you.    

 
 

RELEASE REPORT 
Michael Winther, mike@winthernet.net (608) 844-1382 

 

Congratulations to Stephen Bourbon for being the first CCMI to catch and register a muskie this year!  He 

entered a 34”er from Pierce Lake in Illinois, caught on a Rapala® Super Shad in late March.  Good luck to 

everyone as you hit the water this year!  

 

It’s been a fun winter with a full list of great club activities, including the guest speakers, awards ceremony, 

muskie school, and spring seminar.  At the same time, winter always feels like it lasts too long when you’re 

waiting to get on the water to test out the new lures and gear and maybe even try to catch a muskie! 

Thankfully, opening weekend in southern Wisconsin is just a few days away and with a more typical spring 

this year I’m excited to see what kinds of muskies get registered early in the season.  Muskies are finicky 

during the spring and lures that move slow but have a quick, erratic action can trigger strikes.  If they aren’t 

cooperating for you, consider trying your luck for some other species – bass, walleye, catfish, and panfish are 

all willing biters this time of year and can help get you through until late May or early June when the muskies 

are more active. 

 

To enter fish in the Lunge Log, visit: www.muskiesinc.org/  
1)  Log in 

2) Click the “lunge log” button 

3) Click the “lunge log entry” button 

4) Enter all of the information on the form  

Note that there is a check-box right under your member info.  Select this box to enter multiple fish from 

the same lake, day, etc. as the form will remember most of the info between fish 

5) Review the info and click “Submit” once at the bottom of the page 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc/443352929085585?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Muskies-Inc/118841754815660
http://www.muskiesinc.org/
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Links - www.grandmalures.com  or  www.spankybaits.com  

11
th

 Annual Iowa Hawg Hunt Wrap Up  

Pleasant Creek, IA 

Palo. IA - The 11
th

 Annual Iowa Hawg Hunt Outing was held at Pleasant Creek Recreational Area on Saturday, 

April 25
th

.  The weather was not cooperative.  We had overcast skies and gusty winds, light rain on and off all 

morning.                             

Temperatures were in the 40’s and increased slightly throughout the day.  Water temps were around 50 - 51 and 

condition were challenging.  Many decided not to launch, but opted to fish from shore instead. Too bad we 

weren’t there the weekend before when it was sunny, calm and nearly 80 degrees.        

Approximately a dozen anglers attended and joined the lunch and "awards" ceremony.  We had sandwiches with 

all the fixings and a great salad prepared by Peggy Goltz. Sue Eversoll and Jeanne Crandall made cookies and 

other tasty deserts.  Over a dozen muskies were seen and four were caught.                 

An 18 1/8” muskie was caught/released by Dawn Enger.  Steve Reinstra caught/released a 35 ¼” muskie on 

Viper bait.  Shane Nesheim caught/released a 38” on a gaudy Phantom Soft tail.  Geoff Crandall caught/released 

a 40” on a purple and silver Rizzo Wiz.                      

No one went home empty handed and there were many nice lures including a fantastic custom made crank bait 

lure by John Eversoll that was presented to Geoff as the first place angler.  Door prize gifts were distributed at the 

“awards” ceremony.                     

Many participants got the chance to replace or repair flat tires on their trailers, trailer lighting, trolling and starter 

batteries, fuses, fish finders, and to get the bugs worked out of their rigs.  Also, some brought along their new 

rod/reel combos, new baits, and gear that they picked up at the shows this winter and were able to get them wet for 

the first time.   The 12
th

 Annual Iowa Hawg Hunt will be held on April 23, 2016. 

Editor’s Note – Pictures from the outing are elsewhere in this issue. 

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.grandmalures.com/
http://www.spankybaits.com/
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Link - www.getthenetmuskyguide.com 

 

BILL WOOD MEMORIAL LAKE WINTER OUTING  

JUNE 20, 2015 
The 32nd Annual Lake Winter outing will be held on Saturday June 20.  Even though Bill Wood is no longer 

with us, our memories of the many good times we had with him and others at the outing live on.  

Rules: All entries must be caught between 7 am and 5 pm.  It is catch & release only (no transport), live bait is 

not allowed and you must comply with all WDNR regulations.  A witness and a photograph are required for all 

entries.  The outing contest fee is only $5 per person (pay Geoff Crandall, Sue or John Eversoll at the outing).  

Eligible waters are Lake Winter as well as all lakes in Sawyer County.  All muskies should be measured to the ¼ 

inch.  Muskies 30” or longer are eligible for an award (except smallest muskie category).  Awards will be given 

for the following categories (winners may win only one category) 

 Longest Muskie (Trophy Winner) 

 Second Longest Muskie 

 Smallest Muskie 

 

Dinner and Awards Banquet - Saturday night the awards ceremony to be held at the Trailside Tavern & Grill 

(W5992 State HWY 70) - unless otherwise noted.  Social hour starts at 6 pm (cash bar), dinner @ 7 pm which 

will be $18.00 per person (includes dinner, tax, tip & facility cost).  Please let us know if you will attend and 

pay no later than June 8th.  Please contact John or Sue Eversoll (815) 238 - 5542 or 

sjevers57@sandprairie.net) or Geoff Crandall (608) 831 - 6020 or crandall@msbnrg.com).   Lodging 

information: Tuscobia @ (715) 266 - 6401, Strouf’s Motel @ (715) 266 - 6621 or Rustic Inn @ (715) 266 - 3060 

or Farzwego Motel (behind the Gas Station on W), 5220 County Rd. W, Winter, Wis. (715) 266 - 2002.  Come 

on up for a good time! 

 

 

 This is the 

traveling trophy 

awarded to the 

winner of the 

Bill Wood 

Memorial 

Outing which 

sits nicely at 

your Editor’s 

house.   He will 

be going to the 

outing to retain 

the trophy as 

his partner did 

not get paid to 

keep him home.  

(humor, so 

laugh already) 

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.getthenetmuskyguide.com/
mailto:sjevers57@sandprairie.net
mailto:crandall@msbnrg.com
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WISCONSIN   YOUTH 

MUSKIE   CHAMPIONSHIP 

JUNE 13, 2015 – Lake Waubesa in Madison, WI 

 FREE to all youth age 18 and under. 

 Adults may accompany youth in the boat. 

 State Champion awards plus prizes for all participants! 

 Free meal included. 

 Hosted by Capital City Muskies Inc. 

Full details:  www.CapitalCityMuskiesInc.org  or (608) 844-1382

    

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
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Link – www.monsterlures.net 

 

 
Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com 

  
 

2015 Capital City Muskies, Inc Outings 
Outings for 2015, mark your calendars 

 

May 16: Madison Chain Outing – Lakes Monona and 

Waubesa  

June 6 -7: Larry Kleeba State Muskies, Inc. 

Challunge on Lost Land, Teal and Spider Chain of 

Lakes.  Host: Hayward Lakes Chapter 

June 13: Wisconsin Youth Muskie Championship 
– Lake Waubesa  

June 20:  Bill Wood Memorial Outing - Sawyer 

County WI lakes 

Aug. 15 – Aug. 22:  Lake of the Woods Outing – 

Mylie’s Place Resort 

Aug. 21 – Aug. 23:  WI Muskie Alliance Musky 

Championship – Eagle River, WI 

August 26 – 28: 2015 Gil Hamm Challunge 

Leech Lake, MN @ Horseshoe Bay Lodge hosted by 

Fargo-Morehead Chapter 

September 26: CCMI Fall PIT-TAG Challunge – 

Lake Monona  

October 9 & 10: Vilas County Outing 

Sign up and liability forms are available on the web 

site and at all CCMI meetings. 
 

 
http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/  

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.monsterlures.net/
http://www.wildernessfishgame.com/
http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/
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PRESIDENT 
Luke Vike 

25 Millard Ct 

Evansville, WI 53536 

608) 576 – 0697 

 tomahawkdr@yahoo.com  

VICE- PRESIDENT 
Winston Hopkins 

504 Greenwood St 

Madison WI 53716 

608) 577 – 3184 

winstonjhopkins@gmail.com 

RVP 
Tom Penniston 

PO Box 985 

New Glarus, WI  53574 

608) 558 – 9657 

pennistn@wekz.net 

SECRETARY 
Gary Hoffman 

7104 Twin Sunset Rd 

Middleton, WI 53562 

608) 698- 5388 

glhoff29@gmail.com  

TREASURER 
Matt Newman 

7102 Prairie Dr 

Middleton, WI  53562 

262) 903 – 2635 

matthewnewm@gmail.com 

 
Board of Directors Term Exp 

 

Todd Berge 660) 441 – 0129 `15 

Tony&Dawn Enger 228 – 5594 `15 

Gerard Hellenbrand  `15 

Henry Hempe 233 – 3331 `16 

Don&Liz Hollatz 222 – 5631 `15 

Rick Lane 873-5228  `15 

Mike Milia 467 – 7552  `16 

Karen Phillips 692 – 6880 `15 

Dan Reim 512 -  9561  `15 

Andy Schutz 235 – 1352 `16 

Michael Winther 844 - 1382 `16 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Submissions due by the 15

th
  

Gerard Hellenbrand 

608) 669 - 5046 

822 S Gammon Rd #1 

Madison, WI 53719 

gerardh@charter.net 

Past Presidents 

Bill Wood 

Don Borchert 

Gil Nimm 

Steve Budnik 

Kevin Wegner 

Gary Greene 

Brian Walsh 

Fred Bachmann 

Kevin Black 

Norm Vike 

Craig Eversoll 

Geoff Crandall 

Steve Reinstra 

Jim Olson 

Lee Bartolini 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
mailto:tomahawkdr@yahoo.com
mailto:winstonjhopkins@gmail.com
mailto:pennistn@wekz.net
mailto:glhoff29@gmail.com
mailto:matthewnewm@gmail.com
mailto:gerardh@charter.net

