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Prez Sez 

 

Flipping the calendar over to October is always a little 

bittersweet, on one side it is my favorite time of year 

for fishing, sports and just plain being outside to enjoy 

nature’s beauty, but it also hints at the fact that winter 

will soon be here and the muskie season will be over 

in the not too distant future.  It’s also a great time to 

start reflecting on the highs and lows of the past 

season.  As I type this I am sitting at an all-time low 

for number of fish boated for this point of the year, 

though this disappoints me, I do realize that I was not 

able to get out fishing or take as many trips as I 

usually do.  I have also had some very frustrating and 

unfortunate moments of fish coming unhooked at or 

under the boat or all out missing lures when it seemed 

like they were as good as caught.  I have been very 

good at “almost catching muskies”. 

 

With that being said, I do have some high points to 

look back on, I was able to boat my first “CCMI 

Madison Chain Outing Muskie” this year which was 

good enough for 2
nd

 place.  I have also learned a lot 

about the local lakes and I really have increased my 

confidence in fishing Lake Monona, as I have had  

over 40 follows on Monona already this season.  I 

have forged some new friendships inside the club, met 

new people, and have spent time in the boat with 

people that I had not fished with previously.  I was 

also lucky enough to “guide” my brother to his new 

personal best and have had the privilege to witness one 

of his best muskie fishing years in recent memory. 

2015 was also my first year with a PIT tag scanner in 

the boat and I have been fortunate enough to have 

multiple PIT tag hits with the scanner, 

  

~ continued next page ~ 

 

October Meeting 

 
As we enter the fall season, its looking to be a 

pleasant one.  The next meeting is October 12
th

 at the 

5100 Bar (http://www.5100bar.com/). The meeting 

starts at 7pm and the wise folks come early and 

enjoy fine food and drinks from the fine staff at the 

5100 Bar. 

This month we are gearing for those who have a 

limited budget or want to fish less pressured hard to 

get at waters.  Jeff Batt is a muskie angler that fishes 

from a kayak.  This isn’t as easy as jumping in one 

and heading to a spot.  You have to properly rig your 

kayak to handle a the ways you need to cast and land 

your fish.  Jeff is from the South of the Border 

Chapter and will be able to enlighten us on his way 

of rigging one.  And less not forget that all our 

general meetings, they are free and open tio the 

public.  So why not bring friends and family to the 

meeting and learn a thing or two about fishing from a 

small craft? 

 
SOB member, Jeff Batt will tell how to rig a 

kayak/canoe/hobie for muskie fishing.  He will bring 

his outfit so you can see firsthand how he does that. 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.5100bar.com/
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Link - http://madisonmuskyguide.com/  

 
Link - http://www.muskie.com/ 

but oddly enough every tagged fish has been a 

netted DNR fish and not a fish that was originally 

tagged during stocking.  I’m excited to have the 

scanner in the boat as fall rolls on, when the sucker 

bite gets good. 

 

Speaking of PIT tags, I would like to thank all of 

those who attended the 2
nd

 Annual PIT Tag 

Challunge and I would like to congratulate Gary 

Hoffman on a very successful outing.  I think a fall 

outing like this was long overdue and I really think 

that we are going to get a good bit of PIT tag data as 

we hold his event in coming years.  The weather in 

late September, in southern Wisconsin can be 

anything but predictable and I am certain that as the 

years go on, our PIT tag contestants will get to 

participate in th outing under every sort of 

weather/fishing condition imaginable.  I’ll be 

interested to see in the coming years what sort of 

weather will give us our largest number of boated 

muskies.  A big “Thank you” also goes out to all of 

those people who helped Gary in putting on the 

outing, as well. 

 

I want to take the last bit of this column to give a 

heartfelt thanks to the CCMI Board of Directors 

and all of our 300+ Capital City Chapter Muskies 

Inc. members.  We were met with a wide array of 

challenges and hurdles during 2015, and it isn’t 

always easy to overcome the obstacles with a 

President who is learning the ropes in his first year 

of service.  The talent, time, and dedication put forth 

by the CCMI Board, along with the selflessness, 

energy, and enthusiasm contributed by our CCMI 

members, really helped the club meet and address 

whatever needed to get done or get fixed.  I am very 

thankful for such a great collection of people on our 

Board and it is a great privilege to be President of a 

club with so many talented anglers and generous 

and all-around good people.  I hope to see many of 

you all around good people at our upcoming 

monthly membership meetings. 

 

Here’s to the leaves turning colors and the muskie 

bite turning on, good luck with the fall bite and I 

hope you catch a monster. 
 

Luke Vike Sr. 
Luke Vike, Sr. - President 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

Matt DeVos 51 
 

 
Matt DeVos with a 51 inch muskie from Lake of the 

Woods caught on a DC9, but Matt explains the rest of 

the story: “These muskies were hanging on the edge of a 

sunken rock reef.  What’s interesting is that I had caught the 

other fish, a 46.5”, on this same spot only a few moments 

earlier, after releasing the 46.5”, we doubled back and fished 

the spot a 2
nd

  time and the 2
nd

 pass, the 51” was hanging in 

exactly the same spot as the 46.5”.  Great story and a 

couple of great muskies, congrats Matt!   

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://madisonmuskyguide.com/
http://www.muskie.com/
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
By Gerard Hellenbrand 

822 S Gammon Rd #1, Madison, WI, 53719  

608) 669 – 5046    E-mail gerardh@charter.net 

 

Hi members, as I write, this it’s still warm, but it looking to be more seasonal in the coming week.  Might 

trigger the fish on the chain to be more active?  I am hoping it’s doesn’t cool too much till after the Vilas 

Outing as fishing the turnover can be very tough. 

 

So let’s check the new members this month.  At the September  

meeting we had Brian Peters from Middleton joined the ranks  

of our club.     Welcome Brian!! 

 

Make sure you keep your email current under your profile at  

www.muskiesinc.org.  We use that information to send out in- 

formation about when the newsletter gets posted, etc.  If you  

have a problems getting into the members only section give 

me a ccall and we can see if we can work it out. 

Till next month…………. 

 
Link -  http://www.dsbait.com 

 
Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait 

 

 
Email link - fatmuzkey@yahoo.com 

 
Link – www.leetauchen.com  

 

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
mailto:gerardh@chorus.net
http://www.muskiesinc.org/
http://www.dsbait.com/
mailto:fatmuzkey@yahoo.com
http://www.leetauchen.com/
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Link - www.lawtonandcates.com/ 

   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Oct 12 General Meeting @ 5100 Bar speaker 

is Jeff Batt, a kayak muskie angler 

 

Nov 9  General Meeting @ 5100 Bar 

 

Dec 14  General Meeting @ 5100 Bar 

Spence Petros of Fishing Facts `

 Magazine 

Jan 11  General Meeting @ 5100 Bar 

 

Feb 8  General Meeting @ 5100 Bar 

  Award’s Night all are invited 

 

More complete details at 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org 

 

Stewart Retires 
 

At the last general meeting, South-Central District 

Fisheries Manager Scot Stewart told of his plans to 

retire.  He told us that he was heading to Spooner to 

PIT tag muskies and the following day stock the 

fish in the Madison lakes and then Thursday 9/17 

would be his last day.  The Capital City Chapter 

would like to thank Scot for his 33 years of 

dedicated service making the local lakes such a fine 

fishery.  He has not only worked closely with our 

club, but other fishing clubs in the area as well.  He 

gave many presentations about our fisheries at our 

general meetings and he also taught classes at the 

now famed Cap City  

Muskie School about  

either the Leech/Chip  

strain study or fly tying. 

On behalf of the Cap  

City Board and its  

members, we thank  

you Scot for the many  

years of service and  

we hope you enjoy  

your retirement.                      Duffy Kopf photo   

 
  

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.lawtonandcates.com/
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
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Like Us on Facebook - Cap City & Muskies, Inc  
Capital City Muskies Inc. is now on Facebook.  For those who are active on Facebook you can now “like” us at the 

official Facebook web site.  Cap City link is  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc/443352929085585?fref=ts 

For Muskies, Inc on Facebook.  Use this link is:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Muskies-Inc/118841754815660   

 

Vilas County Outing:  October 9 - 10, 2015 
Last Call 

 
The annual Vilas County Muskie 2 - day Outing will be held Friday, October 9

th
 and Saturday, October 10

th
, 2015.  

This is a friendly outing for CCMI members, family, and friends.  You do not have to be a CCMI member to 

participate. 

Details are in the July and August 2015 newsletters and on line and the deadline to get your information in is October 

5
th

.  This outing will be over by the October general meeting.  Too late to have information mailed to you.  If you 

want to go, contact Dale or Colette Anderson.  I know at the September meeting there were folks looking for partners 

to this outing attend with them.  Dale would also have information on who would like to attend and what is needed.  

Call Dale now at 608) 852 – 0245.   

 

 

 2015 Stocking Report 
 

Yahara River Chain – On Sept 16
th

, 2015 the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources stocked the lakes of 

Monona, Waubesa, and Wingra with muskies from the Tommy Thompson Hatchery located in Spooner, WI.  This 

strain of fish were from spawn taken from the Chippewa River system earlier this spring.  The day prior, WDNR 

personal Scot Stewart and Scott Harpold traveled to the hatchery in Spooner and PIT (Passive Integrated 

Transponder) tagged 600 of them.  The numbers are as follows, in Monona a total of 1340 were stocked of which 

521 had tags in them.  In Waubesa a total of 832 were stocked and Wingra received 82 PIT tagged fish.  On Lake 

Monona several members and friends were on hand to help out with placement of fish into the lake.  The condition 

of the muskies were noted by members as being extremely healthy as they looked well fed after a being fed 

minnows in that past few days at the hatchery.  They averaged 12.1 inches and many were nearly 13 inches, they 

even witnessed the results of one muskie that attacked another and they both didn’t survive the skirmish.  On hand 

to help WDNR were John Cuta (pictured below left) and Tracy Lombardi (pictured below right) to scatter the fish 

in weedbeds. Others that also stopped and observed were Mike Michaels, Gary Engberg, & Duffy Kopf.  Duffy 

took several great photos and has submitted some of them to this Editor for the story. 

   

Looking ahead the Capital City Chapter of Muskies, Inc. is looking to receive a shipment in  

late October or early November from the Minnesota Muskie Farm.  These fish will be the  

Leech Lake stain of muskies to add to our current resident population and they will also be  

implanted with PIT tags for identification  

when checked with a wand.  We had heard  

from the MN Muskie Farm earlier this summer 

and they are expecting a good year for their  

ponds as a test netting in July bore out the  

largest fry at that date.  We hope to get 500 to  

match the 500 Chip strain placed in the lake as  

noted above. 

 

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc/443352929085585?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Muskies-Inc/118841754815660
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Link - www.spankybaits.com  

RELEASE REPORT 
 

By Nick Pierick- Release Chairman,  npierick@yahoo.com – (608) 354-3822 

 

Unfortunately, we’ve had a couple of periods over 80 degrees this year.  However, cooler weather is upon us and 

we “should” be clear from here on out as far as water temps go. 

 

As of September 15
th

, 773 Muskies have been registered by CCMI members! Of those, 87 of those 

qualified for the replica contest ( > 45”)! 

 

The majority of the fish registered over the past month have still been coming on bucktails.  However, I 

anticipate as the water temps cool we’ll see a shift in that pattern. 

 

Here are some of the biggest fish caught recently: 
o Matt DeVos 51.00 Lake Of The Woods  Foxtail 

o Troy Schoonover 50.75 Lake Of The Woods  Dinnerbell 

o Winston Hopkins 50.25 Lake Of The Woods  Bigtooth Juice 

o Troy Schoonover 50.25 Lake Of The Woods  Dinnerbell 

o Shane Nesheim 50.25 Lake Of The Woods  Jr Cowgirl 

o Leif Spilde  50.00 Eagle Lake  Spanky Fireball 

o Michael Hanson 49.50 Lake St. Clair  BullDawg 

o Dan Moats  49.00 Green Bay   Shad Rap 

o Seth Niday 49.00 Eagle Lake  Spanky 8 Ball 

o Shane Nesheim 49.00 Lake Of The Woods  Jr Cowgirl 

o Michael Hanson 48.75 Lake St. Clair  BullDawg 

o Andy Schutz 48.00 Madison Chain  SS Shad 

o Jeff Hanson 48.00 Madison Chain  BullDawg 

 

Head on over to the CCMI Facebook page to see photos of all the contest fish! 

 

 

 

Junior's Division  

 As of 9/15/15 Muskies Points Ave 

Seth Niday 15 170 37 

Brett Schulze 2 26 39 

Darrick Hill 1 13 39 

Nicole Varese 1 13 39 

     

Women's Division  

 As of 9/15/15 Muskies Points Ave 

Doris Dahlk 7 95 39 

Beth McCumber 2 28 40 

Emely Hamann 3 26 34 

Dawn Enger 1 25 51 

Kristen Phillips 1 20 46 

 

Men's Masters Division  

 As of 9/15/15 Muskies Points Ave 

Jeff Hanson* 128 1658 39 

Andy Schutz 64 885 40 

Peter Kangas 66 680 36 

Troy Schoonover 20 274 40 

Leif Spilde 18 229 39 

Matt Hill 6 70 37 
 

*- Distinguished Master 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.spankybaits.com/
mailto:npierick@yahoo.com
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Link - www.getthenetmuskyguide.com 

 

Men's Division  

 As of 9/15/15 Muskies  Points Ave 

Brian Wienski 26 289 37 

Trevor Hamann 27 278 36 

Bobby Dixon Jr 20 215 37 

Brian Skaife 15 208 40 

Timothy Voeck 14 184 39 

Shane Nesheim 13 170 39 

Gerry Frantz 12 164 40 

Don Varese 13 162 38 

Greg Voss 12 155 39 

Todd Berge 9 137 41 

Dan Moats 6 135 49 

Winston Hopkins 7 131 45 

Thomas Voeck 10 118 38 

Lee Bartolini 11 114 36 

Paul Stacey 9 113 38 

Jeff Walker 9 101 37 

Tim Connaughty 6 101 43 

Geoff Crandall 8 100 38 

Gerard Hellenbrand 7 99 40 

Brandon Nontelle 5 97 45 

Nick Foulk 7 91 39 

Louie Lunn 7 87 38 

Chad Niday 7 86 38 

Brett Hostetler 6 84 40 

Aaron Laking 7 84 38 

MJ Johnson 7 83 38 

Mark McCumber 7 75 37 

Jerry Georgeson 4 70 43 

Kevin Munson 4 66 43 

Dennis Draker 6 65 37 

Karl Voeck 4 61 41 

Jeff Pomplun 5 61 38 

Michael Winther 5 60 38 

Ray Petkovsek 3 52 43 

John Franklin Jr 3 51 43 

Brandon Rupnow 3 46 41 

Dennis Lytle 4 45 37 

Derek Dittberner 5 44 35 

Brett Cook 2 34 43 

Dave Cooper 3 32 37 

Jim Eller 3 32 37 

Matt Vike 3 31 36 

Todd Grams 2 30 41 

 

 

2015 Gil Hamm Results 
 

Leech Lake, MN – The dates for the 2015 Hamm 

Challunge were Aug 26 – 28 and the conditions were 

tough.  Some people never even saw a fish.  Others did 

raised some giant muskies. In the end, 46 muskies were 

boated in the 2 ½ days of fishing.  The biggest was 49 

7/8". There were a few in the 46"- 48" range. Majority of 

the fish thou were in that mid-upper 30's to low-mid 40's. 

Star of the North boated 6 on day 1 and managed 1 more 

on day 3 to beat out Fargo-Moorhead. Brainerd Lakes 

finished out the top 5 with 3rd, 4th and 5th places. 

 

Team Name    Points 
1) Star of the North Team #1  107.5  

2) Fargo-Moorehead Team #1 99.5 

3) Brainerd Lakes Team #3  82 

4) Brainerd Lakes Team #4  61 

5) Brainerd Lakes Team #1  58 

 

The Capital City Chapter did not send a team to this 

event on Leech Lake.   As per Gil Hamm rules, the 

winning team will host the next Hamm Chapter 

Challunge.  I heard rumors that it may take place on 

Lake of the Woods in 2016.  Stay tuned and I will post 

the place and dates when I receive that information.  A 

detailed report will be posted on http://gilhamm.com/ 

soon.   

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.getthenetmuskyguide.com/
http://gilhamm.com/
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Results 2015 PIT Tag Challunge 
 
The 2

nd
 Annual PIT Tag Challunge Outing was held on September 26, 2015 on Lake Monona.   The outing goal was to catch 

as many muskies as possible with PIT tags to help bolster the data in the CCMI’s Leech Lake vs Wisconsin strain study.  

After the fog burned off, the day turned into a very nice September day with clear skies and temperatures in the 70's.  Out of 

the 40 anglers that participated, eight muskies were caught with three having PIT tags.   The 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 place as well as 

the PIT tag awards were as follows: 1
st
 place went to Richard Storch with a 47 inch muskie.    2

nd
 place went to Fred 

Schulze with a 45 inch muskie.   3
rd

 place went to Michael Winther a 40.25 inch muskie.  Although the first, second, and 

third place were very nice fish, none had a PIT tag.  The PIT tag fish were caught by Kurt Southworth (38.5"), Ben Miller 

(38.5") and Derek Reinstra (30").   As of this writing, cross referencing with the stocking list has not been done.  An update 

will follow in a future newsletter.  Another PIT tag hit was gathered by Lee Bartolini as he witnessed a father and son out 

fishing (not in our outing) and the son caught a 37 inch muskie.  Lee asks if he can scan the muskie for a PIT tag and they 

gladly accept and it turned out to be a hit, so we have that data as well.  .After the fishing, the participants were treated to a 

brat and hamburger picnic at Olbrich Park.  The outing was organized by board member Gary Hoffman with assistance 

from several club members including Karen Phillips and Dan Reim who manned the grills.   The 2016 date is set for 

Saturday September 24.   We encourage all muskie anglers, both members and non-members to participate in this very fun 

and important event.  Editor’s Note - I did not a picture of Michael’s 41 ¼ inch muskie, because it didn’t hang around long 

enough for a still picture.  If you want to see the video of why, click on Michael’s you tube link - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tN4Oi90v-lo to find out why.  Thanks for the link, Michael! 

 
Winners of the PIT Tag Challunge from right to left – Fred 

Schulze, Richard Storch and Michael Winther.  

 
Richard Storch with his early morning topwater 

muskie that won him the 2015 PIT Tag 

Challunge.  

 
Kurt Southworth with his 38 ½ inch muskie that 

was a PIT tag hit.  Details of this fish, stocked 

and any recaptures will be covered next month.  

  

Fred 

Schulze 

with his 45 

inch muskie 

and it does 

look like a 

Leecher,  

He caught 

his on a 

bucktail. 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tN4Oi90v-lo
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Link – www.monsterlures.net 

 

 
Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com 

  
 

Winston Hopkins 50 ¼ 
 

 
 

Winston Hopkins with his 50 inch and a little change 

muskie from Lake of the Woods in late August.  This 

fish hit a bucktail named Bigtooth Juice in the magic 

colors of black and green.  Nice fish, Winston!  

 
http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/  

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
http://www.monsterlures.net/
http://www.wildernessfishgame.com/
http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/
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Exclusive Interview 
An Interview with Gerard Hellenbrand 

by Lee Bartolini 

 

After many, many years of service, Gerard Hellenbrand, The Capital City Chapter of Muskies, Inc. current 

Newsletter Editor and Membership Chair, is stepping down from these positions at the end of the calendar year.  

Gerard’s current and past contributions to CCMI are noted and reflected upon in this interview. 

 

Lee:  As a relatively new member of the board these past several years, I have called upon you numerous times 

for information regarding current and past practices of our club.  For example, I know you keep detailed records 

of all featured speakers who have given presentations, you keep an updated list of “President Awards” winners, 

and you seem to know everyone and anyone who has been or who is currently involved with muskie fishing 

and, especially, with our club.  How long have you been a member of CCMI, and how did you get involved? 

Gerard:  After 14 years of fishing trout in local streams around Cross Plains, I was ready to try something 

different and in the fall of 1984, I went fishing for muskies in Eagle River with neighbor, Ron Ripp.  The only 

thing we caught was a 24 incher by Ron on a perch flavored Hi-Finn Fooler.  Then in January of 1985, Will 

Durant, a co-worker of Ron’s at the Dane County City-County Building, who was also a charter Cap City 

member who attended the very 1st Cap City meeting in Feb, 1983, invited Ron and me to the Cap City meeting 

in the basement of Stevens Bar off Commercial Ave on the eastside.  I still remember President Don Borchert 

calling the meeting to order and introducing fellow member, Steve Quandt as a featured speaker.  Steve at that 

time was President of Tuffy Boats, and he gave an excellent presentation on Lake of the Woods.  Both Ron and 

I joined at that meeting over thirty years ago. 

 

Lee: So, you have been a CCMI member for 30 years and have held numerous positions in the club, on and off 

the board.  I know that our newsletter is one of the best among Muskies, Inc. chapters, and that our membership 

has been maintained and has even grown in recent years. (We currently have about 330 members.)  What would 

you recommend to anyone taking over these positions? 

Gerard:  I have held positions as Secretary, Regional Vice President, and Membership Chairman since the early 

90s, and the current run of Newsletter Editor for 13 years.  You see, I also did the newsletter in the late 

80s/early 90s when I was the Secretary.  What skills are needed for the newsletter editor?  I would say being 

able to spell and know proper grammar would be a good step.  Also a person that is knowledgeable about 

MSWord would be a plus, as well.   In the membership post, it is important for a person to be able to remember 

names and be good with MSExcel.  I would also be happy to help someone and teach them about how to 

navigate around MSWord, MSExcel, and the Muskies, Inc org web site. 

 

Lee:  Most CCMI members know you struggle with both hearing and visual impairments.  Nevertheless, these 

impairments have not affected your work as Membership Chair or Newsletter Editor.  Given these impairments, 

how can we help or assist you at meetings or outings? 

Gerard:  I have a disease called “retinitis pigmentosa” or RP.  It is a progressive disease, meaning the 

conditions worsen with time.  I can generally see straight ahead, but I do not have peripheral vision and over the 

last couple of years, my vision has worsened.  This is the reason I am stepping down from my positions in the 

club.  I do currently struggle with doing the newsletter.  My vision won’t allow me to zip through it like 

someone with good vision, but luckily I do have the time and do take my time and try to do it right.  How can 

someone help?  I lack detailed vision in dark areas, and many times I fail to recognize a person or persons at 

meetings even though I know them, and at times it’s been hard for me to be able to see what’s happening.  As 

far as my hearing goes, my hearing aids help me to hear what‘s going on. 

 

~ Continued on the next page ~ 

 

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
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Lee:  Being a member as long as you have been, you obviously have knowledge and insights about the club 

that many newer members may not have.  What would you like to share with club members in that regard? 

 

Gerard:  To the newer members, I say get involved, even if it’s just a little.  If you are waiting for someone to 

approach you, it most likely won’t happen and you will not reap all of the benefits the club and fellow muskie 

anglers have to offer.  Help out on a project, go to an outing, or just help out the day of an event.  The old 

adage you only get out what you put in holds true and did for me.  It started out that I hated to see our chapter’s 

article in the MUSKIE magazine’s news and views section always missing.  So I asked if I could write it, the 

board said okay, and made me secretary.  That was a little more than I wanted to take on, but did so never the 

less. 

 

Lee:  From time-to-time you share stories with me and others about CCMI members and events.  What is your 

favorite moment, event, memory, or highlight over the years?  

Gerard:  One of my best memories was when I delivered two used submersible pumps acquired from the 

Village of Cross Plains Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF) to the Portage Muskie Club for the raising of 

muskies at an abandon WWTF.  They gutted the cement tanks and with the pumps they were able to draw 

water from either the Fox River or ground water or a blend of both depending on how cool or warm they 

needed the water to be.  Sadly, we had to sever ties with the project as we were not getting the return that we 

needed and could buy them cheaper, and we would also spent hours each board meeting talking about it.  I also 

enjoyed many outings with a lot of the members, as well.   

 

Lee:  Finally, what have you liked best about CCMI, and are there any changes or improvements would you 

like to see? 

Gerard:  The best would be the many friendships I made during the years.  I would also like to see more 

interaction from our members on our web site like reports, news, and asking for fishing partners, etc. for a day 

or two.  I do realize if we go that route we need somebody(s) to make sure everyone plays nice.  We have 

facebook to do that now, but I won’t join facebook again after being on it for a while.  

 

Lee:  I want to personally thank you for all that you have done for CCMI over the years, Gerard.  You have 

been especially helpful to me, and you have been instrumental in making CCMI the success that it is.  I also 

know that given your current health conditions, it is difficult for you to get out fishing.  You have recently 

resorted to hiring guides to take you fishing, but that option is limited because of finances.  You have a very 

nice boat which you are willing to share with others, but since you can’t drive, you depend upon others to offer 

to take you fishing, in your boat or in theirs.  And because of our time on the water, I also know that you know 

the Madison lakes fairly well.  I suggest that members can thank you for your contributions and learn a lot 

about local lakes by offering to take you fishing this season.  So, members, give Gerard a call.  Thank you for 

your time, Gerard, and good luck to you. 

Gerard:  Thank you, Lee for allowing me to talk muskies and about the club I have enjoyed for many years.  I 

have been hiring guides for some time now; just lately I have been doing so more frequently.  I enjoy fishing 

with them and they have knowledge even I don’t have, and I have been fishing muskies for ages.  You can 

never know too much when it comes to fishing those muskies.  I also formed some great friendships, not only 

with the guides I’ve hired, but also in Muskies, Inc. at both the local and at the national level.  Getting highly 

involved with Cap City Muskies Inc was the greatest thing for me.   As RVP I got to travel to other areas of the 

nation to attend meetings and was able to fish some of those areas.  As far as my boat goes, I think it’s time to 

sell it as I don’t get to use it except for a few times a year.  I certainly don’t feel safe driving it anymore and it’s 

the same deal when I had to give up my driver’s license and how would I come to terms if I injured or killed 

someone while driving?  I have to thank MI as they have gotten me great many friendships that I have 

cherished.   

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/
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