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Prez Sez 
The season will be upon us shortly.  Hopefully, all of you have 
sharpened your hooks, purchased the new “hot” lures, got the 
boat out running, etc.  One of the things I always consider as 
the season begins is safety.  How are my life jackets, is my fire 
extinguisher accessible and working, do I have a functional 
throw-able, do I have a flair Gun especially in Canada, and do I 
have some extra clothing during fall fishing, am I aware of 
other boats around me and how fast I am driving on a busy 
summer weekend or at night on the Madison Chain.  Do I have 
plan should I fall in, or a fire starts, or I collide with another 
boat.    

Last summer, I witnessed a scary situation.  I was 
fishing with my nephew on a hot summer night.  In the distance 
I could hear screaming, I was far enough away that it was hard 
to discern what was being said.  However, when I heard the 
plea to call 911, I quickly pulled up the trolling motor and 
started the engine.  When I arrived there was a teenage son and 
his father in the water maybe one 75 yard from their speed 
boat.  There were two women in the boat, a teenager and 
another I presumed to be the mother.  Neither of the women 
could get the boat started and the two in the water were clearly 
exhausted from trying to swim.  The teenager was wearing a life jacket, which was obviously undersized and 
the father only had a throw-able.  I had them put their feet on the cavitation plate of my lower unit and slowly 
lifted the motor until they could step into the back of my boat.  I had read about this procedure, but never really 
had to help someone out of the water this way, it worked like a charm.  There was a tremendous sense of relief 
for this family as I dropped them off in their boat to a series of thank You’s and thank God’s.  The father then 
proceeded to show his wife how to start the boat motor.  I left considering what would off happened if that were 
me, “Do I usually show the other people in my boat how to trouble shoot if the boat is not starting or where 
some of my safety equipment is located.”   
 

~ continued next page ~ 

  

May General Meeting 
 
The May general member meeting will 
be held on May 8 at the 5100 Bar in 
McFarland, WI. 
 
Eric Larson from Rubbery Harry Tackle 
will be speaking about big fish on Green 
Bay and other lakes, and how vibrations 
affect pressured waters. 
 
Bring the family and have a great meal at 
the 5100 while you talk muskie fishing 
with the rest of the members. 
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Prez Says continued… 

Another event this summer which reminded me of staying safe occurred two days later.  I was out on a 
Sunday morning during a looming thunderstorm.  The fish where moving and I wanted to push it until the very 
last moment.  However, I started to feel a strange sensation as I raised by 8.6 graphite rod to cast.  I looked 
down and noticed an electric jolt from my shoes to the metal hinges on my live well.  I have never experienced 
this sort of event only read about it in various publications.  The trolling motor came up and I was off to the 
boat landing.  After putting the boat on the trailer and sitting down in the front seat of the truck, I was startled 
by a series of lightning bolts that illuminated the sky.  I was glad that I had not “pushed it” today and gotten off 
the water quickly.  I also wondered what would have happened had Mother Nature not given me some cues 
about the impending lightning.   
 On April 8th our annual fundraiser was held.   Our featured speaker Steve Heiting, entertained us with 
videos and pictures of large fish while he explained how to maximize our catches.  The brainchild of our 
newsletter Brett Cook brought us the visuals of each ticket, which made the raffles, move along smoothly.  As I 
was watching the event go so well, it made me proud to be President of a club with such fine, hard-working 
people on the board and such generous and active club members. I want to thank all of our members who 
attended and especially want to thank the many individuals on the seminar committee who through their hard 
work put together a great fundraiser.   

Our featured speaker on May 8th is Eric Larson of rubber hairy tackle.  A great early season event is our 
Madison Chain outing.  This year’s event will be held on May 20th.  The event features several great prizes and 
a meal afterwards.  On June 10th we will host our annual Wisconsin Youth Championship on Lake Waubesa.  I 
have had the pleasure of fishing with my nephew the last two years and have seen his passion for fishing play 
out in his participation in this event.  I challenge all of our members to introduce a kid to the sport and this event 
is a great opportunity.  We have an on the water meeting on June 13th,  not only will you get a meal, but several 
club members will be giving brief tutorials for those interested in learning more about fine tuning their skills.  I 
personally will be talking about knots and leaders, one of my favorite subjects.  See our website for other 
upcoming events and meetings.  As always, stay safe and “GO” make some memories.   
 

Winston Hopkins - President CCMI 
 

 

  
Link - http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/ 
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CCMI 2017 Schedule of Events 
Mark your calendars for the upcoming meetings, fishing expos, and club outings! 
 
May 8 ...............................General Member meeting @ 5100 bar – Eric Larson from Rubber Harry Tackle 
May 20 .............................Madison Chain Outing – rules & registration 
June 10 .............................Wisconsin Youth Muskie Championship – rules  -  registration  
June 12 .............................On-the-Water Meeting @ Goodland Park 
June 17-18 ........................Larry Kleeba Challenge – Minocqua, WI 
June 24 .............................Bill Wood Memorial Outing at Lake Winter  
August 14 .........................On-the-Water Meeting @ Goodland park 
Aug. 19- Aug. 26 .............Lake of the Woods Outing  
September 23 ...................CCMI PIT-TAG Challenge  
October 13 - 14 ................Vilas County Outing 
 

Click here for Release of Liability Form for Outings 
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Release Report 
Todd Berge- Release Chairman / ccmireleasechair@gmail.com 

First the bad news; unfortunately no early season releases to report at this time.  Now the good news; I’m quite 
certain this will NOT be the case next month.  Last chance to get hooks sharpened, reels lubed and inventory 
release tools! 
 
Your trusty release chair did attempt to do some “releasing” in late April.  I had the honor of volunteering with 
the DNR to check Fyke nets on Lake Waubesa.  Unfortunately, the warm weather had all the muskies out 
further than normal.  So during my day of volunteering we netted no muskies.  We did get a nice 23” walleye, 
some nice bass and nice crappies.  The DNR biologists were great.  They have a tough job and work very hard! 
 
Let’s go over the various contests one more time for any rookies and a good refresher for veterans also: 
 
Release Contests: All members who register their catches are automatically entered in our club release 
contests. Prizes are awarded to the champion who earned the most points in the categories of Junior’s, 
Women’s, Men’s, and Men’s Masters. There is also a special award category of Distinguished Master for any 
member who wins the Masters Division 3 times. 
 
Reproduction Contest: Any muskie 45” or longer is eligible to be entered in the reproduction contest. Along 
with being entered in the Lunge Log within 30 days of the catch, a picture of the fish (or a witness statement) 
must be submitted to me at ccmireleasechair@gmail.com .  The club awards payment for an artistic 
reproduction (graphite replicas, custom paintings, etc.) for one fish caught in Wisconsin and one fish caught 
outside of Wisconsin.  
 
Hat Trick: Members are recognized each year for catching muskies from 3 different Dane County waters. 
There are additional prizes for a Silver Hat Trick (all 3 fish 40” or larger), Gold Hat Trick (all 3 fish 45” or 
larger, this level requires photos or witness statements) and for the Hat Trick Champion (hat trick with highest 
average length). Please note that the lake must be specified for each entry – “Madison Chain” is not an eligible 
lake name entry. 
 
Lunker of the Month: The largest muskie released each month (minimum 45” long) is recognized as the 
“Lunker” for that month. 
 
Special Awards: Individual awards are also presented to the Rookie of the Year (first year entering a muskie in 
the Lunge Log as an adult), the Largest Muskie, the Largest Hybrid Muskie, the Largest Muskie from Dane 
County, and the Largest Muskie released by a junior member. 
 
Full details are available at http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org under “CCMI Member Contests”. 
 

 
Link – http://ww.spankybaits.com 
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Musky Mentoring 
Steve Soma / stevesoma@icloud.com / 608-438-7662 

 
If you would you like to learn a new musky fishing technique, learn some new water or just fish with an 
experienced musky angler.  Here is your chance:  
 
Our plan is to get list names of those interested in being mentored and “hooking” you up with a more 
experienced club member.  You will be paired based on what you are hoping to learn and the experienced 
anglers’ interest.  For example, if you would like to learn more about trolling you would be matched with a club 
member who trolls.   
 
In addition, during the June 12th on the water meeting, we will be providing some brief educational workshops 
on the basics of musky fishing.  We will be providing information on gear, lures and where to fish.  Please plan 
on joining us.   
 
If you are interested please email stevesoma@icloud.com with the following info; 

Name, Phone number, and Area of Interest for your mentor 
 

We will then match you with a mentor specializing in your interest. 
 
We will also have a signup sheet at upcoming monthly meetings.  In the meantime if you have any questions 
please feel free to me via email or call 608-438-7662. 
 
 

 
Link – http://ww.monsterlures.net  
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2017 Spring Leech Lake Stocking 
By Gerard Hellenbrand 

 
Olin Launch. Lake Monona – On April 20, 2017 the Capital City 
Chapter of Muskies, Inc. took delivery of some yearling Leech 
Lake strain muskies.  We normally purchase the muskies in the 
fall from the Minnesota Muskie Farm, but an early blast of winter, 
put several  inches of ice on the rearing ponds delayed the 
stocking after ice out.   
At about 11:30 am the pickup with the muskies arrived and the 
WDNR crew was ready for the tagging procedure.  The process 
includes knock out, fin clip, PIT tag injection, measurement, and 
recovery.  The average size of this class of fish was 11.4 inched 
and they ranged from 8.7 to 18.9 inches.  Some of the muskies 
missed getting caught in the nets in the fall of 2015, but captured this spring.  Of the muskies stocked, 66 were 
over 12 inches and 26 were over 15 inches or more in this stocking.   

 
The WDNR crew of Dave Rowe, Tim Simonson, Kim Kuber. Alex Bentz, Nate Nye, and Weston Matthews did 
a great and efficient job of getting the fish tagged.  I asked Dave Rowe later for any comments and he noted that 
“The fish looked a little skinny but I am sure it has been a long winter under the ice.  We have had a couple 
reports of them getting caught by bluegill fisherman so they must be hungry!”  
We also had help from muskie friendly folks like Richard Storch. Brett Cook, Dave Lundey, Tony Alexander. 
Lee Bartolini, Duffy Kopf, Andy Schutz, Gerard Hellenbrand, and Jeff Walker. This is what we work so hard at 
the fund raiser, using moneys o that we can stock the lakes we fish.  We have many to thank, like our donors 
and members.   
 
A history of CCMI Musky stocking is now online at:  
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/capital-city-muskie-stocking-history/ 
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13th Annual Iowa Hawg Hunt  
Pleasant Creek, Iowa 

The 13th Annual Iowa Hawg Hunt Outing was held at Lake MacBride near North Liberty, Iowa on Saturday 
April 22nd.  The weather was pleasant, there were lots of bright green fresh vegetation all around and spring 
was very definitely in the air.  We enjoyed mostly clear skies and it was a little cool initially Saturday morning 
with light winds.  

Temperatures were in the 30’s and increased to about 60 in the afternoon.  Water temps were around the high 
50’s and low 60’s and the weather was just about perfect in terms of people comforts. 

Approximately a dozen anglers attended and joined the "awards" ceremony.  On Friday (pre-fishing) a 39 was 
caught by Travis Storch and a 34.5 was caught by Scott Trimborn.  On Saturday approximately 8-10 muskies 
were caught but unfortunately none were 30” or larger.  Steve Reinstra had a mid-30’s fish on momentarily but 
it wiggled, twisted and gyrated its way to freedom right at boat side.  It was one of those hard luck stories with a 
bait being wedged in the handle of the net and a rod/reel getting all tangled up in a net with a basket that was 
jammed to itself, etc….  Geoff Crandall was the net man and was not feeling too good about his early season 
muskie net skills.  Oh well. 

Nobody went home empty handed however and there were many fine lures won in the door prize drawings at 
the “awards” ceremony held at the Sleep Inn at North Liberty, Iowa.  

The participants had the opportunity to check out their 
boats, trailers, fishing and camping equipment replacing flat 
tires, testing out trolling and starting batteries, fuses, fish 
finders and basically getting the bugs worked out of their 
fishing equipment and rigs.  This is a great way for 
everyone to have an early season shakedown cruise.  Many 
anglers brought along their new lures, rods and reels and 
gear that they picked up at the shows this winter. 

The 14th Annual Iowa Hawg Hunt will be held either at 
Pleasant Creek or Lake MacBride (depending on the lake 
conditions) on April 21, 2018.  Pleasant Creek Lake is being 
renovated and (based on one report) it is possible that it may 
still not be fishable in April 2018.  Since there were no 30” 
or larger fish caught on Saturday the (non-cash) gifts in 
2018 will be awesome and twice as good as usual.   

 
Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com 
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Madison Chain Outing 
Saturday May 20th, 2017 

 
Come join us for our Madison Chain outing on May 20th, 2017. The outing will begin at 7 am 
and ends at 2 pm. The $13 per person registration fee includes lunch served at the Green 
Lantern on Lake Waubesa at 3pm and entry into our outing raffle. There is lots of on the water 
parking at the Green Lantern so there is no need to trailer your boat to attend the luncheon. This 
outing is open to the public and you need not be a CCMI member to attend. 
 

Outing Rules 
Must comply with all WDNR regulations Catch and release only and no transporting of fish  
No live bait is allowed. Only fish caught between 7am and 2pm on 05/20/17 will be eligible.  
A witness or a photograph of the fish is required for all entries.  
Eligible lakes are Monona, Waubesa and Upper Mud Lake. 
Only muskies 30" or longer will eligible for an award. 
Participants must complete and submit a “release of liability form.” 
Participants’ boats must be marked as noted below. The spring outing is, by definition, a WDNR tournament. 
Therefore, each boat in the contest must be marked. Participants should mark their boats by wrapping a single 
layer of blue “Painter’s Tape” around the cowling of their motors.  
 

Lunch & Awards 
Lunch will be provided at 3pm sharp at the Green Lantern on Lake Waubesa. Relax, compare 
notes and enjoy a nice meal with friends. Fishing stories, awards ceremony and door prize 
drawings will be held right after lunch. Awards will be presented for the most combined inches of 
fish caught to the ¼ inch, first largest and second largest muskie. Winners may only win one 
award. 
 

CCMI Madison Chain Outing Registration Form 
Names ___________________________________________________________ 
Address __________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________State________Zip_______________ 

 
A Release of Liability form must also be signed and returned with the outing entry form. 
Mail To: April Cook, 6606 Broad Creek Blvd Madison, WI 53718 
 
For more information contact Israel Dunn shoreboundheromadison@gmail.com  or (608) 886-5684 
 
  

 
 

Link - http://www.muskie.com/ 
 

 
Link - http://madisomuskyguide.com/ 
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Wisconsin Youth Muskie Championship 
JUNE 10, 2017 – Lake Waubesa in Madison, WI 

 

     
  

 FREE to all youth age 18 and under. 
 Adults may accompany youth in the boat. 
 State Champion awards plus prizes for all participants! 
 Free meal included. 

Link:  2017 Youth Muskie Championship Rules 
Link:  2017 Youth Muskie Championship Registration Form 

 

Questions? Contact Michael Winther: mike@winthernet.net (608) 844-1382 
 

 
Email link - fatmuzkey@yahoo.com 

 
Link -  http://www.dsbait.com 

 

 
Link – http://www.leetauchen.com 

 
Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait 
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Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter Outing  
JUNE 24, 2017 

The 34th annual Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter Outing will be held on Saturday June 24, 2017.  Even 
though Bill is no longer fishing with us, our memories of those many good times we had with him, Bob 
Patterson, Don Borchert and many others at the outing live on.   

Come on up for a good time! 
 
Rules: All entries must be caught on Saturday 6/24/2017 between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  It’s catch & release 
only (no transport), live bait is not allowed and you must comply with all WDNR regulations.  A witness and a 
photograph are required for all entries.  The optional outing contest fee is only $10 per person (pay Sue 
Eversoll, John Eversoll or Geoff Crandall before the outing begins).  Eligible waters are Lake Winter as well as 
all lakes in Sawyer County.  All muskies should be measured to the ¼ inch.  Muskies 30” or longer are eligible 
for an award.  Muskies below or above 30” are eligible to win the smallest muskie award.  Awards will be given 
for the following categories (winners may win only one category) 

 Longest Muskie (Trophy Winner) 
 Second Longest Muskie 

 Smallest Muskie 
 
Dinner and Awards Banquet - Saturday night the awards ceremony to be held at the Trailside Tavern & Grill 
(W5992 State HWY 70)- unless otherwise noted.  Social hour starts at 6:00 (cash bar), dinner @ 7:00 p.m. 
which will be $18.00 per person (includes dinner, tax, tip & facility cost).  Please let us know if you will 
attend and pay no later than June 17th so food arrangements can be made.   
 
Please contact John or Sue Eversoll (815-238-5542 or sjevers57@sandprairie.net) or Geoff Crandall (608-831-
6020 or crandall@msbnrg.com).    
 
Lodging information: Tuscobia @ 715-266-6401, Strouf’s Motel @ 715-266-6621 or Rustic Inn @ 715-266-
3060 or Farzwego Motel (behind the Gas Station on W), 5220 County Rd. W, Winter, WI 715-266-2002.  
 

2017 Name & Contact Information: 
 

NAME __________________________ Phone ______________ 
 

NAME __________________________ Phone ______________ 
 

NAME __________________________ Phone ______________ 
 

 NAME __________________________ Phone ______________ 
 

TOTAL - $____ Contest Eligibility: Fee must be received prior to the event to qualify for the contest non-
cash awards.  Fill out form (make check payable to Geoff Crandall or Sue or John Eversoll) and mail to: 

Geoff Crandall 5306 Jonquil Ct Middleton, WI 53562 or  
Sue or John Eversoll 107 N Hickory St Elizabeth, IL  61028  
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Capital City Chapter of Muskie’s Inc. Club Officers 
 
 
PRESIDENT 
Winston Hopkins 
504 Greenwood St 
Madison WI 53716 
(608) 577 – 3184 
winstonjhopkins@gmail.com  
 
VICE- PRESIDENT 
Tony Alexander 
N5421 Hwy 22 
Montello, WI 53949 
(608) 697 - 0204 
tony53949@yahoo.com  
 
RVP 
Tom Penniston 
PO Box 985 
New Glarus, WI  53574 
(608) 558 – 9657  
pennistn@wekz.net 
 
SECRETARY 
Gary Hoffman 
7104 Twin Sunset Rd 
Middleton, WI 53562 
(608) 698- 5388 
glhoff29@gmail.com  
 
TREASURER 
April Cook 
6606 Broad Creek Blvd 
Madison, WI  53718 
(608) 279 – 5838 
apes65@hotmail.com  

 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Submissions due by the 15th  
Brett Cook 
6606 Broad Creek Blvd 
Madison, WI  53718 
(608) 279 - 4160 
cookb@ixperts.com 

 
At- Large Directors Term Exp 
Todd Berge  
boogerb2@yahoo.com 

‘17 

Brett Cook 
cookb@ixperts.com 

‘17 

Tony Enger 
dcsok9@charter.net – 

`17 

Rick Lane 
bairtrack@charter.net 

`17 

Nick Pierick 
npierick@yahoo.com 

‘17 

Dan Reim  
dsreim@gmail.com 

`17 

Israel Dunn 
dunn.balloons@gmail.com  

‘18 

Henry Hempe 
ahhempe@gmail.com  

‘18 

Fred Schulze 
fred.schulze63@gmail.com  

‘18 

David Seaton 
ucla031062@gmail.com  

‘18 

Steve Soma 
steve.soma@edwardjones.com  

‘18 

Richard Storch 
richard@storchinternational.com 

‘18 

 
Past Presidents 

Bill Wood Don Borchert 

Gil Nimm Steve Budnik 

Kevin Wegner Gary Greene 

Brian Walsh Fred Bachmann 

Kevin Black Norm Vike 

Craig Eversoll Geoff Crandall 

Steve Reinstra Jim Olson 

Lee Bartolini Luke Vike 

  

 
 

 

 
 


