Volume 30, Issue 12

December 2013
Prez Sez

I don’t know how many of you saw the article in the
Outdoors section of the Wisconsin State Journal on Sunday,
October 27, but it surely raised eyebrows among those of us
who preach and practice “catch and release” of muskies.
The title of the article was “Muskellunge for Dinner
Table? Hmm.” The author, Patrick Durkin, discusses
the currently accepted and powerful ethic of catch and
release of muskies. While he does not directly suggest that
we eat legally caught muskies, he asks it there are
reasonable limits to the practice of catch and release,
especially if a fish dies on you. He comments: “Hey, it
happens, and spare us the judgmental emails claiming
you’ve never had a muskie die on you. If you haven’t, keep
fishing. Your turn will come.” I think he is correct in
making this statement. It happened to me last summer. I
hooked and landed a nice 39” muskie on Lake Waubesa.
There was nothing unusual about the water release except
that before I even started to remove the hooks, I noticed a
lot of blood coming from the mouth of the fish. It had
taken my Magnum Bulldawg deep in its throat.
Nevertheless, it was a routine release. The hooks came out
easily and quickly, and I held the fish upright by the tail in
the water to help it recover. It never did. After 30 minutes,
another muskie angler and his son offered to help recover
the fish. They held it in the water for another 30 minutes.
After an hour, we all agreed that the fish had died. The
other anglers asked if I was going to take the fish home and
eat it. I answered, “No.” The fish was not of legal size. If
I took it, I would be in possession of an undersized fish. I
left, but I am pretty sure the other anglers took the fish
home for a meal.

December Meeting
The December 9th meeting marks the last meeting
for the 2013 year. It’s held at the 5100 Bar in
McFarland on Erling Ave. (www.5100bar.com) at
7pm.
We will have a lot of local information at this
meeting including Scot Stewart, Area Fisheries
Manager with the WDNR and also from the Dane
County Sherriff’s Office Marine Enforcement Team,
Mica Weber. Scot will give us an update on the
current stocking and growth rates of the muskies in
the Madison Chain. Scot and Mica will then
moderate a discussion on fishing and boating
etiquette and see if our club wants to engage in any
type of practice or public awareness campaign to
increase local fishing and boating etiquette. If you
have questions or comment on this topic make sure
you attend.
And don’t forget there is always fine food and spirits
available at the 5100 Bar. Come early and bring
friends and family as our monthly meetings are free.

I felt, and still feel, badly about the muskie dying, even
though I felt I did everything I could do to release it safely.
I have shared this story with a number of other muskie
anglers since last summer, and when asked, they admit they
also have had one or two muskies die on them in spite of
their best efforts to keep the fish alive.

~continued next page~
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Like Durkin said, your turn may come. In fact, I wouldn’t
be surprised if a large number of the muskies we catch die,
even when they appear to be healthy and fully recovered
when released. We don’t like to talk about it because of how
strongly we believe and support catch and release of
muskies. We know that catch and release works, because of
the large number of released muskies that are caught again.
Nevertheless, fish die. It happens. Would I have kept the
fish that died if it was 45” or larger? Perhaps, I am not sure.
We don’t like to think about eating muskies. It is a foreign
idea, but leaving a large dead muskie floating belly up is
certainly an unpleasant thought, as well.
Congratulations to all of the officers elected at our last
membership meeting. I was reelected as President, and I
want to personally thank everyone for your past and
continuing support. Dale Anderson was reelected as Vice
President; Matt Newman was elected as our new Treasurer;
Winston Hopkins was elected as our new Secretary; and
Tom Penniston was reelected as our Chapter Representative
to Muskies, Inc. Thank you Dan Reim and Karen Phillips
for your many years of service as officers. Dan and Karen
will continue on the Board of Directors.

Stocking
On November 12th, 2013 the Capital City Muskies,
Inc took delivery 503 muskies that were PIT tagged,
fin clipped, and measured by the WDNR prior to
being releasing in Lake Monona. I did a write up
for the web site and the link is below.
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/media/2013%
20stocking%20reporrt.pdf
The write up details of some of the problems we had
and what was done to rectify them. Everything went
well and the only down side was the muskie smaller
size of the fingerlings, but hopefully they can make it
through the winter and grow quickly to make up for
the slow start.

The staff members from the WDNR and several CCMI
members stocked 503 Leech Lake strain muskie fingerlings
into Lake Monona on Tuesday, November 12th. As in the
past, all fish were implanted with PIT tags, which will allow
the fish to be identified when netted or caught in the future.
Thanks to Scot Stewart, Dave Rowe, Kurt Welke, Scott
Harpold, Jon Hansen, Mike Rennicke, and Tom Cichosz,
the WDNR staff members who provided the manpower,
skills, and knowledge for this stocking effort. Your support,
cooperation, and friendship are greatly appreciated. Thanks,
also, to the nine or ten CCMI members who showed up to
assist with the stocking, especially Tom Penniston, who
was responsible for getting the necessary permits, ordering
the fish, and making arrangements with the DNR to stock
them. A special thanks, also, to Gerard Hellenbrand, who
ordered pizza for everyone when the stocking was
completed.

Link – www.madisonmuskyguide.com

Finally, I am happy to announce that Ty Sennett, Hayward,
WI area guide and owner of Sennett Musky Tackle
Company will be our featured speaker at our annual
fundraiser and fishing seminar on Saturday, April 12th, 2014.
More information about our fundraiser and all of our spring
events will be provided in future issues of our newsletter.
I hope you all have a happy and safe holiday season and
good luck to all of you who are still fishing.

Lee
Lee Bartolini - President

Link - http://www.dsbait.com
D&S BAIT, TACKLE & ARCHERY, LLC
1411 Northport Dr Madison – 241- 4225
2013 ICE FISHING SEMINAR SCHEDULE
Dec 12 - Gene Dellinger
Dec 19 - Ron Barefield

These seminars are FREE to all & are given by local
fishermen. These are Thursday evenings at 7pm right here at
the store.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
By Gerard Hellenbrand
822 S Gammon Rd #1, Madison, WI, 53719
608) 669 – 5046 E-mail gerardh@charter.net
Hello members, looking at the forecast it’s looking likely the ice will be with us shortly and the last week
has been cooling the bigger lakes down fast. Potholes are frozen and you can almost walk on them. With all
that, it means the fishing is drawing to a close. But who knows, we may have a warm December?
Let’s check out new members that signed last month. The Brian Eith family signed at the last meeting.
Brian is from Cottage Grove and he joins up his wife, Alyson and children Kyle and Abigail as well. A few
days later I got another new member in the mail and he is Dave Lundey of Middleton. I have known Dave
since my high school days and have talked to him on and off over the years like at the fishing shows, hockey
games, or muskie stockings. He has always fished and now got bitten by the muskie bug. This year he
caught a nice 45 inch muskie on Lake Monona and that really didn’t help matters. Glad to see him joining.
Welcome all!!!
Over the years, I have notice many folks switching internet providers more at the start of the New Year. If
this is what you are planning on doing, make sure that you log into www.muskiesinc.org and change your
email address so I can continue to email you a link to the newsletter. Go into the “members only” section
and change that information under “your profile” and make sure you hit update at the bottom of the page.
Also good to time to check all your other data while there.
Till next month………….
Call For Used Baits/Gear

Link - www.customrods.org Gift Cards available

At the Madison Fishing EXPO we have a “Garage
Sale” and this Feb will be no different. We are
asking that you bring in used baits or fishing gear to
the Dec, Jan, and Feb meetings and we will sell the
items and use that money raised towards our stocking
efforts. You know the old adage “one man’s junk is
another man’s treasure” and we aim to help that
along. If you can’t make the meetings, we will have
more details on where you can drop stuff off next
month.

Link – www.leetauchen.com
Muskie Ink
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2014 Muskie Shows
January 10 – 12 – Chicago Muskie Show
http://www.chicagomuskieshow.com/
February 14 – 16 – Milwaukee Muskie EXPO
http://www.muskieexpo.com/
February 21 – 13 - Madison Fishing EXPO
http://www.madfishexpo.com/
February 28 - March 2 – Wausau Muskie EXPO
http://www.wimuskyexpo.com/
April 4 – 6 – Minnesota Muskie EXPO
http://www.minnesotamuskieexpo.com/

Dec 9

General Meeting @ the 5100 Bar in
McFarland. Speakers from the
WDNR and Dane County Sherriff’s
Dept. will be there.

Jan 1
Jan 10-13
Jan 13

Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com

Muskie Season is closed in WI
Tri-Esox Muskie Show in Chicago
General Meeting @ the 5100 Bar in
McFarland. Speaker Justin Gaudry of
Mylie’s Resort on fall trolling Lake of
the Woods
Jan 18
Annual Ice Fishing Derby by the
Yahara Fishing Club on Monona Bay
More details at the
http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org
web site under Meetings and Events

Link -www.lawtonandcates.com
Muskie Ink
www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org

Page 4

11/29/2013

2013 RELEASE REPORT
By Michael Winther mike@winthernet.net 608) 844 – 1382
There’s no denying that winter is fast upon us…but there’s also no denying that some CCMI members are still
out there braving the conditions and putting muskies in the net! Just today (Nov 21st) I know of at least 2
members who had their boats on the water. Congratulations to those who are still catching fish and with water
temps moving steadily below 40 degrees, please be sure to play things safe.
Congratulations to the following club members on some big muskies caught over the past month:
- Bryan Foerst, 45” in Madison
- Tom Syring, 47” from Vilas County
- MJ Johnson, 48” and 49.5” from Northwest Minnesota
- Craig Eversoll, 52.25” and 50” from Northern Minnesota
- Michael Winther, 52.5” from Lake of the Woods
Remember to email me pictures of any fish 45” or larger and you will be entered in our annual contest for a free
fish replica. The “hat trick” and release contests are a fun chase every year as well. You can find all of the
information on the CCMI website.
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.
Release Contest Leaders as of 11/21/2013.
Mens Division
Andy Schutz
Peter Kangas
Matt DeVos
Greg Voss
Dan Moats
M J Johnson
Trevor Hamann
Brian Wienski
Luke Breyer
Michael Winther
Masters Division
Leif Spilde
Joe Aldworth
Troy Schoonover
Mike Leombruni
Matt Firestein
Matt Hill
Matt McCumber
Craig Eversoll
Don Hollatz
Brad Nelson
Womens Division
Pam McCumber
Colette Anderson
Liz Hollatz
Emely Hamann

# Muskies
66
39
37
31
22
19
22
21
15
14
# Muskies
46
29
30
34
11
19
14
9
12
6
# Muskies
2
1
1
1

Points
801
478
452
408
408
311
301
238
234
208
Points
615
407
378
367
272
236
193
174
146
130
Points
31
12
8
4

Avg
38
38
38
39
45
42
39
37
41
41
Avg
39
40
38
37
50
38
40
45
38
48
Avg
41
38
34
30

Juniors Division
Seth Niday
Tripp Soma
Brett Schulze
David Morton
Hunter Anderson
Full list at:

# Muskies
11
4
3
2
1

Points
98
74
31
28
16

Avg
35
45
36
40
42

http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/media/CCMI%20Stan
dings%20November%2021%202013.pdf

Cap City Elections Results
At the November meeting we held elections of
Executive positions and the results are
President – Lee Bartolini
Vice-President – Dale Anderson
Secretary – Winston Hopkins
Regional Rep, - Tom Penniston
Treasurer – Matt Newman
Congratulations and a BIG thanks go out to Dan Reim
and Karen Phillips for many years of dedicated service.
Looking forward to December, we will be holding “AtLarge” Directors elections. For those interested in one
of those two year terms, contact Lee Bartolini whose
info is at the end of the newsletter. Many hands make
the job easier certainly applies to a volunteer
organization like Cap City Muskie, Inc. And if you
can’t give that much times, how about volunteering for a
project?
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History of the Muskie Strain Study & PIT Tag Technique
Many CCMI members are curious about the Muskie Stocking study and the origins of the study. The idea was
brought forward in 2004 when the CCMI Board decided to do more stocking of muskies in the Madison Lakes.
Before then CCMI would only stock every other year with fish we purchased & DNR would stock every other
year with fish they had raised. Many of us had heard about the success of the Minnesota Leech Lake strain
muskie in Minnesota waters. Since we had planned to stock muskies in 2005, Board Member Jim Olson asked
DNR Area Fisheries manager Scot Stewart if they would allow us to stock the Leech Lake strain muskie. Scot
came back to the Board with a proposal to allow the club to stock 500 Leech Lake strain and DNR would stock
500 Wis. Chippewa strain in Lake Monona. Scot said he wanted to do a side by side study to determine which
strain grew bigger or faster. He said there was a modern technique to tag fish with PIT (Passive Integrated
Transponder) tags implanted within the abdomen of fish with syringes and that Scanner/Readers could be
purchased to scan the PIT tagged fish and a Master number would appear. The Master number would link to
the date and size the muskie was stocked. CCMI would purchase 500 muskies every year for the 5 year study
and purchase PIT tags for each one. The cost at that time was $10 per fish and $3.50 for a PIT tag. We would
be asked to spend around $5500 per year for 5 years. This was a major undertaking and the Board had to come
up with some unique fund raising efforts. Don Hollatz, Jim Olson, and Tom Penniston our stocking committee
members decided to have a Leech Lake Strain Stocking Super Raffle at each Annual Fundraiser in April. The
Super Raffle was a success and helped the club fund the project. In addition 3 Muskie clubs heard of our study
and contributed several thousand dollars to the study. Those clubs include BlackHawk Muskie Club in
Janesville, Oregon Muskie Busters, and Flatlanders Muskies Inc. In the past 2 years the Hugh Becker
Foundation attached to Muskie Inc. awarded CCMI a grant of $9,000 for the study. The Madison Fishing
Expo kicked in another $2,500! Memorial Funds from Bill Wood, Bob Patterson, and Roland DuPuis added
another $2000. CCMI has now spent over $40,000 on stocking, PIT tags, and Scanner purchases.
The first year November of 2005 CCMI purchased 700 Leech Lake strain muskies. Since DNR was not quite
ready to train staff & purchase PIT tags, 500 were fin clipped on the left side and 500 Chippewa strain were fin
clipped on the right side. In 2006 DNR raised Leech Lake Strain muskies but the hatch was not quite right and
Monona only received 66 Leech strain with the rest going to other Wis. lakes designated. In 2007 CCMI
doubled down and purchased 983 Leech Lake muskies purchased from Minnesota and 500 of those were PIT
tagged by DNR staff and placed in Monona. Over 400 were not PIT tagged and placed in Lake Waubesa. A
few dozen were stocked in Lake Wingra, but not tagged. In 2008 and 2009
CCMI went back to the normal 500 Leech Lake strain number and they were
PIT tagged and stocked. 2010 was the year of the VHS disease and we were
not allowed to purchase and transport fish from other states. In 2011, 2012
and 2013 CCMI stocked 500 Leech strain each year. We also helped DNR
purchase the PIT Tags needed. DNR continued with 500 tagged Wis. strain
each year.
Next month, a report on Angler PIT tag scanner success!
Submitted by Steve Reinstra

Like Cap City and Muskies, Inc on Facebook
Capital City Muskies Inc. is now on Facebook. For those who are active on Facebook you can now “like”
us at the official facebook web site. Link is
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capital-City-Chapter-of-Muskies-Inc/443352929085585?fref=ts
Muskies Inc is https://www.facebook.com/pages/Muskies-Inc/118841754815660
Muskie Ink
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Here’s Your Sign
Wingra Spillway - Back in September a group of Capital City Muskies, Inc members went to the Wingra spillway
to move a sign that was erected a few years ago. Back then the City of Madison said we couldn’t place the sign
any closer than 50 feet to the platform. And as a few springs went by, many members viewing the jumping
muskies are often asked about “those jumping fish”. So the sign was not very effective where it was placed. But
your President Lee Bartolini and former President Steve Reinstra went back to the City Council and City
Engineer Dept to get this informational sign moved to a more visual location. They did get the okay and in
September a group of Cap City guys did just that. Those guys included President Lee, past-President Steve
Reinstra, Dick Brandt, and Gerard Hellenbrand. They dug a hole, filled with concrete, and set bolts to anchor
the sign down. It is now placed where folks will see it when they approach the dam platfom.

The work on the planting of the sign by (l to r)
Gerard Hellenbrand, Dick Brandt, and Prez Lee
Bartolini. The concrete is poured to hold the bolts to
anchor the sign down. Photo by Steve Reinstra

Completed sign all set for next March/April when the
muskies migrate to the barrier and attempt to jump into
Lake Wingra. Photo by Steve Reinstra

Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait
Muskie Ink
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Members Photos
Mike Milia

Craig Eversoll

Mike Milia
with a slob
from
Northern
Minnesota
that taped
out at 52 ½
inches. He
caught this
fish on a
Cowgirl,

Craig Eversoll with an early November giant that
measured 52 ¼ inches from Northern Minnesota
and his fish was caught on a BullDawg.

How About This For Catch And Release?

The above two photos show the same 37 inch muskie caught just 6 days apart on Lake Waubesa by same angler,
Todd Berge. He writes “I caught the musky with the clear blue skies (upper left) last Sunday (Nov 10th) on a
sucker kind of over by Christy's. The second picture (upper right) is from yesterday (Nov 16th) from over by
Babcock!” Both times the fish was caught using live bait. The scar on the muskie’s left cheek is a metal tag that
the WDNR use to use to ID fish. These days they employ PIT tags, because the metal tags are almost impossible
to read as they wear and grow over with slime with age. That fish must like Todd’s camera technique.
Neat story, Todd and thanks for sharing it.
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2014 Outings
Iowa Hawg Hunt - April 26th. 2014
Madison Chain Outing - May 17th 2014
On The Water - June 9th, 2014
Youth Tournament - June 14th, 2014
Larry Kleeba Challunge - June 14th – 15th, 2014
Host – Titletown Held on North and South Twin &
Lac Vieux Desert
Bill Wood Lake Winter Outing - June 21st, 2014
On the Water - Aug 11th, 2014
Alliance Muskie Open - Aug 15th – 17th, 2014
Lake of the Woods Outing - Aug 16 – 23rd, 2014
Eagle River, WI
Gil Hamm Challunge – August 20th - 22nd. 2014
Host – Star of the North MI on Lake of the Woods
and HQ is Red Wing Lodge
Eagle Lake Outing - August 30 – Sept 6th, 2014
Vilas County Outing - October 10th & 11th, 2014

Link - http://www.muskie.com/

Link – www.spankybaits.com

Link – www.monsterlures.net
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PRESIDENT
Lee Bartolini
713 S 2nd St
Mt Horeb, WI 53572
608) 437 - 6177
lbartolini8475@charter.net

VICE- PRESIDENT
Dale Anderson
PO Box 8862
Madison, WI 53708
608) 825 – 3080
digo51@charter.net
RVP
Tom Penniston
PO Box 985
New Glarus, WI 53574
608) 558 – 9657
pennistn@wekz.net
SECRETARY
Karen Phillips
608) 692 - 6880
mskyldy@aol.com

TREASURER
Dan Reim
PO Box 8862
Madison, WI 53708
608) 846 – 4406
dsreim@gmail.com

Board of Directors Term Exp
Tony Enger 228 – 5594
`13
Gerard Hellenbrand
`13
Henry Hempe 233 – 3331
`14
Don Hollatz 222 – 5631
`13
Liz Hollatz 222 – 5631
`13
Winston Hopkins 577 – 3184 `14
Mike Milia 467 – 7552
`14
Shane Nesheim 438 – 8555 `13
Andy Schutz 235 – 1352
`14
Michael Winther Muskie
844 Ink
- 1382 `14
www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Submissions due by the 20th
Gerard Hellenbrand
608) 669 - 5046
822 S Gammon Rd #1
Madison, WI 53719
gerardh@charter.net
Past Presidents
Bill Wood
Don Borchert
Gil Nimm
Steve Budnik
Kevin Wegner
Gary Greene
Brian Walsh
Fred Bachmann
Kevin Black
Norm Vike
Craig Eversoll
Geoff
Page Crandall
10
11/29/2013
Steve Reinstra
Jim Olson

