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Annual Fishing Seminar & Fundraiser
April 8, 1:00 PM – 5:30 PM
April brings us to our Annual Fishing Seminar and Fundraiser. This
is our major event for raising funds for CCMI activities and stocking
efforts. This year’s guest speaker is Steve Heiting. A renowned
musky fisherman, Steve is the managing editor of Musky Hunter
Magazine, author of two books, producer of five musky fishing
DVDs, co-owner of the University of Esox, and has contributed
much to the sport of musky fishing.
The day will also be filled with raffles and silent auctions. Hundreds
of prizes including lures, rods, reels, guide trips and more will be
there for the winning.
The event will be held at the 5100 Bar in McFarland, WI. Doors open at 1:00 PM and
the Early Bird Raffle starts at 1:30 PM. Steve’s presentation will begin at 2:00 PM.
And don’t forget about the food and drink available from the 5100 bar.

Prez Sez
I drove past Lake Monona today and noticed that the ice was gone. I heard on the news that it was the second
shortest ice season since they started keeping track in the late 1890’s. I sometimes wonder about global
warming and the trends we see in weather patterns. However, I want science to dictate what I attribute these
weather changes to instead of broad based suggestions or theories that become distorted facts. I experienced
something similar as it relates to musky fishing. I was working the CCMI booth at the Wisconsin Fishing Expo,
when a man approached me. He asked me about the DNR’s stocking efforts. We spoke briefly of the practices
of the DNR and the ideal fish per acre formula and growth rates etc. He then asked if I knew of any plans to
stock new lakes that do not have an existing musky population. I stated “no” but shared my thought about how
stocking efforts in Lake Geneva could pay dividends by creating a trophy fishery for Southern Wisconsin and
Northern Illinois musky anglers. He then stated that the muskies had eaten up all of the game fish in his local
lake and complained that the DNR was stocking musky everywhere. I was taken aback at the statement and
tried to help him understand the research, which clearly indicates that muskies do not have a significant impact
on the number of game fish in a particular lake. To wit, the man simply stated that he knew that the musky
were eating all of his walleye and bass. The conversation came to an abrupt end.
~ continued next page ~
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Prez Says continued…

As musky anglers I think we have a responsibility to understand the research on things such as growth
rates, mortality rates, safe angling water temperatures, spawning habitat, etc., and do our best to try to help
others understand the science without judgment. All of us are prone to making assumptions and believing them
to be fact especially if it matches how we want to behave. For example, “as long as I do a water release I can
safely fish in water temperatures above 80, Fish of 10,000 casts (my arm would fall off if I had to make that
many casts) or the hooks on my sucker swallow rig will dissolve after I cut the line, or I know the Leech Lake
strain muskies in Lake Monona are growing enormous while the Wisconsin strain fish are all dinks”.
Our club is committed to funding the science of the growth rate study that involves a match comparison
between the Leech Lake and Wisconsin Strain fish in Lake Monona. We have been actively trying to dissuade
from fishing for musky when water temps are high (evidence based) and put up a sign by the Wingra Dam, to
help the sightseers understand the spawning habits of the musky as they attempt to leap the dam. However, as
my conversation with the man illustrated there is much work still to be done. As the season approaches and we
meet other anglers at the landings maybe we should generate some friendly banter with our fellow anglers or
boaters and promote the sport of musky fishing while gently challenging some of these myths.
As I write this article, our club is making preparations for our annual fundraiser on April 8 th. Steve
Heiting will be our featured speaker and there will be a multitude of potential prizes to win. I get a little giddy
when I am at the fundraiser especially when I see all the items in the various raffles. I don’t worry about how
much I spend, because I know that all of the money generated will go toward fish stocking. In addition, I spend
time at the fundraiser usually talking with friends about upcoming fishing trips. We discuss our plans for
Canada or the weekend trips up North. My summer fishing plans start to take shape and my anticipation for the
season sky rockets. The fundraiser always seems like the last event before backing the boat down to go fishing.
Speaking of backing the boat down, the club has several fishing opportunities including the Iowa hog hunt in
April and the Madison Chain outing in May. I hope to have some friendly banter with several of you this
coming season.
As always, see our website or the newsletter for upcoming events. Finally, “GO” make some memories.
Winston Hopkins - President CCMI

CCMI 2017 Schedule of Events
Mark your calendars for the upcoming meetings, fishing expos, and club outings!
April 8 ..............................CCMI Annual Fundraiser Fishing Seminar
April 22 ............................Iowa Hawg Hunt - online information
May 8 ...............................General Member meeting @ 5100 bar – Eric Larson from Rubber Harry Tackle
May 20 .............................Madison Chain Outing
June 10 .............................Wisconsin Youth Muskie Championship – rules - registration
June 12 .............................On-the-Water Meeting @ Goodland Park
June 17-18 ........................Larry Kleeba Challenge – Minocqua, WI
June 24 .............................Bill Wood Memorial Outing at Lake Winter
August 14 .........................On-the-Water Meeting @ Goodland park
Aug. 19- Aug. 26 .............Lake of the Woods Outing
September 23 ...................CCMI PIT-TAG Challenge
October 13 - 14 ................Vilas County Outing
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Release Report
Todd Berge- Release Chairman / ccmireleasechair@gmail.com
Hello fellow musky hunters! My name is Todd Berge and I am taking over from Nick Pierick as the CCMI
Release Chair. Hopefully I will get many emails from all of you over the coming months with pictures and
stories of your monster catches; and releases!
As a reminder, my main job is to tally all club member's muskies caught through the national Lunge Log. I will
then post these results to the monthly newsletter for all muskies caught. As a member, you have to do
NOTHING except log your fish at muskiesinc.org. My secondary job is to track all fish caught 45 inches and
greater for our replica drawing at our annual awards banquet. Here is where you need to do an extra step:
Email me at: ccmireleasechair@gmail.com
Include a picture and all the statistics and even a story if you like. This is the only way you will be entered into
the drawing for a free replica. For details on all contests and rules, please go to the ccmi website under "CCMI
Member Contests", or copy and paste here: http://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/ccmi-member-contests/
Good luck to everyone this year. I hope we have a record number of 45 plus inchers in the books!

Link – http://ww.monsterlures.net
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Musky Mentoring
Steve Soma / stevesoma@icloud.com / 608-438-7662
If you would you like to learn a new musky fishing technique, learn some new water or just fish with an
experienced musky angler. Here is your chance:
Our plan is to get list names of those interested in being mentored and “hooking” you up with a more
experienced club member. You will be paired based on what you are hoping to learn and the experienced
anglers’ interest. For example, if you would like to learn more about trolling you would be matched with a club
member who trolls.
In addition, during the June 12th on the water meeting, we will be providing some brief educational workshops
on the basics of musky fishing. We will be providing information on gear, lures and where to fish. Please plan
on joining us.
If you are interested please email stevesoma@icloud.com with the following info;
Name, Phone number, and Area of Interest for your mentor
We will then match you with a mentor specializing in your interest.
We will also have a signup sheet at upcoming monthly meetings. In the meantime if you have any questions
please feel free to me via email or call 608-438-7662.

Link – http://ww.spankybaits.com

Link - http://www.muskie.com/
Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com
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16th Intermediate & Advanced Muskie School
The Muskie School had an amazing turnout with 254 attendees, including 26 kids! Comments and reviews
were very positive and encouraging. We look forward to next year’s muskie school which will be taking place
on March 17, 2018.
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D&S Bait & Tackle Spring Fishing Seminars
3/30
4/6
4/13
4/20
4/27

Roy Vivian .................. Pre- and Post-Spawn Walleye Tactics
Austin Ragotzkie ......... Shore Fishing on Lake Michigan
Pat Klingelhoets .......... Pre-Spawn Panfish
Pat Westberg ............... Madison Chain Musky Action
Mike Pecosky .............. Walleye Patterns on the Chain

Link - http://madisomuskyguide.com/

Email link - fatmuzkey@yahoo.com
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SAVE THE DATE: TICKETS AVAILABLE SOON
Saturday, April 8, 2017 – 1:00 p.m.
5100 Bar and Banquet Hall
5100 Erling Ave., McFarland, WI

33rd Annual Muskie Seminar

Steve Heiting
Managing editor of Musky Hunter magazine
Author of two books about Musky Fishing
Producer of five musky fishing DVDs
Co-owner of the University of Esox Musky Schools
Writer, editor and contributor to more than 20 books
about musky fishing
Master of Ceremonies for the National Championship
Musky Open, the largest musky tournament in the
world
Plus: Raffles, Silent Auctions, and Many Prizes

Food and Cash Bar available

Doors open at 1:00 p.m.

Cost: $12 per person if tickets purchased in
advance.
$15 if purchased at the door.

Early Bird Raffle at 1:30 p.m.
Seminar starts at 2:00 p.m.

For Advance Ticket Purchase Information
call Tony Alexander at 1-608-697-0204
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13th Annual “Iowa Hawg Hunt” OutingSaturday April 22, 2017
OPEN TO PUBLIC - EVERYONE IS WELCOME
8:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.
You don’t have to be a member of Muskies Inc. Join the fun at the 13 TH “Iowa Hawg Hunt”. At the Pleasant
Creek Recreation Area located 15 miles Northwest of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. See:
http://www.iowadnr.com/parks/state_park_list/pleasant_creek.html
Urbana Inn (Formerly Super 8) in Urbana, Iowa at 319-443-8888 is offering a discount for rooms and is not far
away from the lake (mention muskie outing). There will be an optional friendly non-cash door prize contest $10 per person. Questions- contact Geoff Crandall crandall@msbnrg.com or (608) 831-6020).
Rules: Eligible fish must be caught between 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. on 4/22. A witness is required (another
outing participant is o.k.) a photograph is required. Fish entries including photos must be submitted to Geoff
Crandall before 7:00 p.m. Eligible waters are waters within the Pleasant Creek State Recreation Area. Must
comply with all IDNR regulations. Catch & release only, live bait is permitted, no transporting of muskies &
measured to the ¼ inch, 30” muskies or longer are eligible for an award. To be eligible for the non-cash prizes
your fee must be paid & received prior to the start of the outing. Award certificates will be given for: 1)
Longest Muskie & 2) Second Largest Muskie. (Winners may win only one category). Awards “banquet” will
be held at 7:00 p.m. and additional meal cost is $10 per person at a farm located within ½ mile of Pleasant
Creek or if the weather is bad, at the Urbana Inn (we’ll make a pizza run). $10 to participate in optional contest
+ $10 for meal = $20 p/person to do both. (NO CASH AWARDS OR PAYOUTS WILL BE MADE AT THIS
OUTING.).

NAME & Phone Number______________________________________________
NAME & Phone Number ______________________________________________
TOTAL $_____
Contest Eligibility: Fee must be received prior to the event to qualify for contest. Submit and
mail (payable to Geoff Crandall) @ Geoff Crandall 5306 Jonquil Ct. Middleton, WI 53562

Link - http://www.dsbait.com

Link – http://www.leetauchen.com
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Wisconsin Youth Muskie Championship
JUNE 10, 2017 – Lake Waubesa in Madison, WI






FREE to all youth age 18 and under.
Adults may accompany youth in the boat.
State Champion awards plus prizes for all participants!
Free meal included.
Link: 2017 Youth Muskie Championship Rules
Link: 2017 Youth Muskie Championship Registration Form
Questions? Contact Michael Winther: mike@winthernet.net (608) 844-1382

Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait

Link - http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/
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Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter Outing
JUNE 24, 2017
The 34th annual Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter Outing will be held on Saturday June 24, 2017. Even
though Bill is no longer fishing with us, our memories of those many good times we had with him, Bob
Patterson, Don Borchert and many others at the outing live on.

Come on up for a good time!

Rules: All entries must be caught on Saturday 6/24/2017 between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. It’s catch & release
only (no transport), live bait is not allowed and you must comply with all WDNR regulations. A witness and a
photograph are required for all entries. The optional outing contest fee is only $10 per person (pay Sue
Eversoll, John Eversoll or Geoff Crandall before the outing begins). Eligible waters are Lake Winter as well as
all lakes in Sawyer County. All muskies should be measured to the ¼ inch. Muskies 30” or longer are eligible
for an award. Muskies below or above 30” are eligible to win the smallest muskie award. Awards will be given
for the following categories (winners may win only one category)
 Longest Muskie (Trophy Winner)
 Second Longest Muskie
 Smallest Muskie
Dinner and Awards Banquet - Saturday night the awards ceremony to be held at the Trailside Tavern & Grill
(W5992 State HWY 70)- unless otherwise noted. Social hour starts at 6:00 (cash bar), dinner @ 7:00 p.m.
which will be $18.00 per person (includes dinner, tax, tip & facility cost). Please let us know if you will
attend and pay no later than June 17th so food arrangements can be made.
Please contact John or Sue Eversoll (815-238-5542 or sjevers57@sandprairie.net) or Geoff Crandall (608-8316020 or crandall@msbnrg.com).
Lodging information: Tuscobia @ 715-266-6401, Strouf’s Motel @ 715-266-6621 or Rustic Inn @ 715-2663060 or Farzwego Motel (behind the Gas Station on W), 5220 County Rd. W, Winter, WI 715-266-2002.
2017 Name & Contact Information:
NAME __________________________ Phone ______________
NAME __________________________ Phone ______________
NAME __________________________ Phone ______________
NAME __________________________ Phone ______________
TOTAL - $____ Contest Eligibility: Fee must be received prior to the event to qualify for the contest noncash awards. Fill out form (make check payable to Geoff Crandall or Sue or John Eversoll) and mail to:
Geoff Crandall 5306 Jonquil Ct Middleton, WI 53562 or
Sue or John Eversoll 107 N Hickory St Elizabeth, IL 61028
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Capital City Chapter of Muskie’s Inc. Club Officers
PRESIDENT
Winston Hopkins
504 Greenwood St
Madison WI 53716
(608) 577 – 3184
winstonjhopkins@gmail.com
VICE- PRESIDENT
Tony Alexander
N5421 Hwy 22
Montello, WI 53949
(608) 697 - 0204
tony53949@yahoo.com
RVP
Tom Penniston
PO Box 985
New Glarus, WI 53574
(608) 558 – 9657
pennistn@wekz.net
SECRETARY
Gary Hoffman
7104 Twin Sunset Rd
Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 698- 5388
glhoff29@gmail.com
TREASURER
April Cook
6606 Broad Creek Blvd
Madison, WI 53718
(608) 279 – 5838
apes65@hotmail.com

At- Large Directors
Todd Berge
boogerb2@yahoo.com
Brett Cook
cookb@ixperts.com
Tony Enger
dcsok9@charter.net –
Rick Lane
bairtrack@charter.net
Nick Pierick
npierick@yahoo.com
Dan Reim
dsreim@gmail.com
Israel Dunn
dunn.balloons@gmail.com
Henry Hempe
ahhempe@gmail.com
Fred Schulze
fred.schulze63@gmail.com
David Seaton
ucla031062@gmail.com
Steve Soma
steve.soma@edwardjones.com
Richard Storch
richard@storchinternational.com

Term Exp
‘17
‘17
`17
`17
‘17
`17
‘18
‘18
‘18
‘18
‘18
‘18

Bill Wood

Past Presidents
Don Borchert

Gil Nimm

Steve Budnik

Kevin Wegner

Gary Greene

Brian Walsh
Kevin Black

Fred Bachmann
Norm Vike

Craig Eversoll

Geoff Crandall

Steve Reinstra

Jim Olson

Lee Bartolini

Luke Vike

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Submissions due by the 15th
Brett Cook
6606 Broad Creek Blvd
Madison, WI 53718
(608) 279 - 4160
cookb@ixperts.com
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