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Prez Sez 
I looked out the window today and saw the thick blanket of snow 
on the ground.  I have never seen this kind of weather in April 
and it makes me a little anxious about the fishing opener which 
will be upon us shortly.  I am planning on fishing Lake Geneva 
for opener, but have never fished this lake for musky.  My family 
lives in the area and there is scuttlebutt about large muskies being 
caught through the ice.  I went to the Lunge Log and then 
checked the DNR’s stocking data and came to the conclusion that 
there is a fishable population of musky in this deep clear lake.  I 
would highly suggest that members utilize the lunge log; as it is 
an excellent source of information, only available to members, 
and especially valuable for someone in my situation of trying out 
a new lake.  I always look forward to the challenge of learning a 
new lake and testing my fishing acumen.   
 
As the season starts, I always try to establish some goals for the 
coming season.  My goals are relatively simple: have a safe 
season, fish with friends, help someone get their first musky, take 
a vet or kid fishing, and enjoy my time on the water.  While I am 
always trying to catch these stupid fish, I try to avoid setting 
goals around the number or size of my catches.  Finally, I hope 

that CCMI is serving our members in a way that helps you reach your fishing goals.   Let me know how we are 
doing! 
 
On April 21st, our annual fundraiser was held. Our featured speaker Mike Keyes, entertained us with videos and 
pictures of large fish while he explained how to maximize our catches. As I was watching the event go so well, 
it made me proud to be President of a club with such fine, hard-working people on the board and such generous 
and active club members. I want to thank all of our members who attended and especially want to thank Tony 
Alexander and the seminar committee who through their hard work put together a great fundraiser. 
 
Continued on Next Page … 
  

Upcoming General Meeting 
 
The next CCMI general meeting is May 
14, 7:00 PM at the 5100 Bar in 
McFarland. 
 
Captain Matt ‘Catfish’ Firestein will be 
our speaker.  He will be presenting on 
Lake St. Claire and Trophy Muskies 
 

 
 

The meeting is open to all, members and 
non-members, so bring family and 
friends along to have a great meal, hear 
the speaker, and talk muskie fishing. 
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… Prez Says Continued 
 
Our featured speaker on May 14th is “catfish” Matt Firestein of whopper stopper guide service. He will give us 
the low down on fishing Lake St. Clair.  A great early season event is our Madison Chain outing. This year’s 
event will be held on May 19th. The outing features several great prizes and a meal afterwards at the Green 
Lantern. On June 9th we will host our annual Wisconsin Youth Championship on Lake Waubesa. I have had the 
pleasure of fishing with my nephew the last two years and have seen his passion for fishing play out in his 
participation in this event. I challenge all of our members to introduce a kid to the sport and this event is a great 
opportunity.  In addition, I am really excited about the clubs mentoring program which continues to grow.  
Please see our website for other upcoming events and meetings. As always, stay safe and “GO” make some 
memories. 
 
Winston Hopkins - President CCMI 
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Release Report 
Todd Berge- Release Chairman / ccmireleasechair@gmail.com 

 
Well, I think we all know what is right around the corner.  The local lakes are a little behind with the late winter 
we had.  If you haven't gone down to the Lake Wingra spillway, I highly encourage you to do so.  You can see 
some BIG GIRLS down there and see some smaller males try to jump the dam.   
 
"Release Chair" news, Brian Wienski is still in first place with his catch from last month.  I'm sure I'll have 
more to report next month.  I would like to remind everyone that zebra mussels have definitely invaded the 
Madison Chain.  So if you are moving your boat from the Madison chain to other lakes, be sure to do the 
necessary steps to avoid contaminating other waters.  It is absolutely amazing how many zebra mussels were on 
my boatlift, when last year there were none.  This is sure to change fishing in the Madison Chain.  So be open to 
trying new techniques. 
 
See you on the water! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait 

 

 

 
Link - http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/ 

 
Link – http://ww.spankybaits.com 
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CCMI Schedule of Events 
 
Mark your calendars for the upcoming meetings, fishing expos, and club outings! 
 
May 14 .............................General meeting 5100 Club – Captain Matt ‘Catfish’ Firestein – Lake St. Claire guide 
speaking about trophy muskies. 
May 19 .............................Madison Chain Outing 
June 9 ...............................Wisconsin Youth Musky Championship 
June 11 .............................On the Water Meeting at Goodland park 
June 23 .............................35th Annual Bill Wood Memorial @ Lake Winter 
August 13 .........................On the Water Meeting at Goodland Park 
August 18-25 ....................Lake of the Woods Outing 
September 10 ...................General meeting 5100 Club – Doug Kloet – Fall Muskies 
September 22 ...................Pit Tag Challenge 
October 8 ..........................General meeting 5100 Club – Speaker to be determined 
October 13-14 ..................Vilas County Outing 
November 12 ....................General meeting 5100 Club – Speaker to be determined 
December 10 ....................General meeting 5100 Club – Speaker to be determined 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com 

 

 
Link - http://www.muskie.com/ 

 
Link - http://madisomuskyguide.com/ 
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CCMI Merchandise Update 
As we celebrate our 35th Anniversary, we have a few items to mark the occasion. We have an assortment of ¼ 
zip performance pullovers. They come in two colors Black or Charcoal Gray, both have the full color CCMI 
logo on the left breast and they also have special 35th Anniversary Embroidery on the right sleeve. Sizes range 
from an adult Small on up to 4XL and they are selling for $45 each. Considering that the 35th Anniversary is the 
“Jade Anniversary”, we have some green, New Era 3930 
Flex baseball caps. These green beauties come in two flex 
ranges “S/M” & “L/XL” and bear the full color CCMI 
logo on the front and the special 35th Anniversary 
embroidery on the back. The hats are $25 each.   
 
Also making the debut to the merchandise lineup this 
spring are the CCMI long sleeve t-shirts. The cotton shirts 
come in royal blue and do a great job of showing off the 
full color club logo. The long sleeve shirts sell at $25 
apiece. In addition to the long sleeve t-shirts and the 35th 
Anniversary gear, we also have a new order of the regular 
flex fit CCMI hats in the popular colors of Blue or Black 
at the usual price of $20 each.  
We are also working on getting new, full color, vinyl 
CCMI logo decals in soon. Stop by and see me at the next 
meeting and pick up some of this new, great looking 
CCMI gear! 
 
-Luke Vike, Sr., Merchandise Chairman 
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2018 17th Annual Muskie School 
 

Capital City Chapter of Muskies (CCMI), Inc., held its 17th consecutive Muskie 
School at Waunakee High School on Saturday March 17, 2018.  
 
Waunakee High School hosted the event. CCMI, as a thank you to the school, will 
provide funding for a "Capital City Chapter of Muskies Inc. - Muskie Angler 
Scholarship".  In the 2018 plenary session Scot Stewart and Dan Oele addressed the 

topic: of the Pros & Cons of a 50” minimum size imit. The school included over 40 
different classes e.g., Introduction and Basics of Musky Fishing, trolling, basic & 
advanced marine electronics, A season of muskies on the Turtle Flambeau, Spring 
& Fall Muskie fishing, fishing on Lake Monona and Waubesa, Wisconsin River 
fishing, Northwest and Southeastern Wisconsin fishing tips and suggestions. Reel 
repair, lure building, rod building, leader making, sucker fishing and Canadian 
waters and numerous other topics were covered.  We had the best turnout ever 
experienced at the Muskie School with over 340 students, instructors and staff attending and enjoying a hot 
lunch together.  The students made numerous recommendations for new classes for next year (several classes 
will be added pursuant to the student requests).  Over 95% of the students rated the 17th Anniversary Muskie 
school overall as either “Very Good” or “Good” (the best grades available).   
 

The 2018 faculty/Staff included many highly skilled instructors e.g., Tony Enger, 
Mike Collins, John Eversoll, Greg Fitch, Matt DeVos, Leif Spilde, Duffy Kopf, Lee 
Bartolini, Captain Kevin Pischke, Dan Small, Captain Lee Tauchen, Jeff Hanson, 
Steve Worrall, Dawn Enger, Brett & April Cook, Sue Eversoll, Gary Hoffman, 
Steve Reinstra, Dale Anderson, Bobby Orr, Matt McCumber, Mike Koepp, Michael 
Hanson, Israel Dunn, Jerry Georgeson, Gary Liegel, Jim Stroede, Scot Stewart, 
Steve Herbeck and numerous others.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 18th Annual Muskie School will be held on March 23, 
2019 at Waunakee High School. 
 



 Muskie Ink Page 7 
www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org 

 

The Great Iowa Hawg Hunt of 2018 
 
This year was extreme and an extremely tough "bite".  We had a suggestion to name this the “Urbana Inn 
Outing” and everyone bring a book, video games, a deck of cards, some stories and a positive attitude, since 
most never left the motel all day. 
 

Mother nature really put it to us this weekend.  It rained and the East 
winds howled at 45-50 mph and severe weather was encountered.  As a 
result very few actually fished during the outing on Saturday.  But 
somehow we had a jolly good time.  We heard some good jokes, stories 
and a few new muskie "tunes".  Two participants had their trailers blow 
out bearings/hubs, etc.  One trolling motor started smoking and went on 
the fritz.  As a means of getting all systems checked out for the season -- 
it was highly effective. 

 
Steve Reinstra caught a good-sized white bass on Pleasant Creek 
on Friday.   We saw anglers catch & release a fat 40” fish under the power 
lines on the West side of Pleasant Creek.  On Saturday Travis Storch had a 
nice muskie take a swipe at his bait on Lake MacBride in the exact same 
spot he caught a fish in last year (the day before the outing).  Travis said he 
felt the hit but it didn’t stay pinned.  He said he had just been going into an 
"L" turn and came the muskie.   Therefore no muskies were caught 
on Saturday during the outing. 
 
This morning the temps dropped significantly (10-20 degrees) ice coated the 
windshields, parking lot and roads.  We saw plenty of cars in the ditch on 
the drive home. 
Next year April 27th will the date for the outing.  Easter falls on April 20th 
in 2019 and we need better weather for the outing so we’ll try the last 
weekend in April next year. 
 

 
 

 

 
Email link - fatmuzkey@yahoo.com 

 
Link -  http://www.dsbait.com 
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Madison Chain Outing: Saturday May 19, 2018 
 
Come join us for our Madison Chain outing on May 19, 2018.  The outing will begin at 7 am and ends at 2 pm.  
The $12 per person registration fee includes lunch served at the Green Lantern on Lake Waubesa at 3pm and 
entry into our outing raffle.  There is lots of on the water parking at the Green Lantern so there is no need to 
trailer your boat to attend the luncheon.  This outing is open to the public and you need not be a CCMI member 
to attend. 

Outing Rules 
 

 Must comply with all WDNR regulations 

 Catch and release only and no transporting of fish 

 No live bait is allowed 

 Only fish caught between 7am and 2pm on 05/19/18 will be eligible. 

 A witness or a photograph of the fish is required for all entries. 

 Eligible lakes are Monona, Waubesa and Upper Mud Lake. 

 Only muskies 30" or longer will eligible for an award. 

 In case of a tie, the earliest muskie caught will be the tie breaker   

Participants must complete and submit a "release of liability" form if one hasn't been completed in 2018. 
The form is available on the CCMI website.  

 

The outing is by definition a WDNR tournament, therefore each boat in the outing must be marked by 
wrapping a single layer of blue "painters Tape" around the cowling of their motors. 

 

Lunch & Awards 
  

Lunch will be provided at 3pm sharp at the Green Lantern on Lake Waubesa.  Relax, compare notes and enjoy a 
nice meal with friends.  Fishing stories, awards ceremony and door prize drawings will be held right after lunch.  
Awards will be presented for the most combined inches of fish caught to the ¼ inch, first largest and second 
largest muskie.  Winners may only win one award.     
 

CCMI Madison Chain Outing Registration Form 
Names______________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________ 
 
City____________________State____________Zip__________ 
 
Phone_______________________________________________ 
 

Mail or Email Registration and Release Form To: 
 Tony Alexander 

CCMI Madison Chain Outing 
N5421 HWY 22 

Montello, WI 53949 
For more information contact Tony Alexander  tony53949@yahoo.com or (608) 697-204 
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YOUTH MUSKIE CHAMPIONSHIP  
 

JUNE 9th, 2018 - Lake Waubesa | Goodland Park in Madison, WI 
 
Capitol City Muskies Inc. is pleased to announce our 2018 Musky Youth Tournament to be held June 
9th. 
  
For those of you who participated last year, I hope you all enjoyed it enough to return this year with 
even more prizes, rods, reels, lures, gift bags, and much more! 
  
We welcome all newcomers, if you do not have a boat let us know and we will accommodate you. 
Parents must accompany child on the boat. 50 participants maximum so please register ASAP! 
  
One of our prizes will be a half-day guided trip offered by Mike Hanson, professional musky guide. In 
addition, professional guide Lee Tauchen, and his partner Robbie Jarnigo will be out filming the event 
to post it on their You Tube Channel “Today’s Angler” (visit YouTube to subscribe today) 
  
Please click on this link to register right away: http://bit.ly/2JqwGOc 
  
You can now register on-line. Please register as soon as possible as we are capping it at 50 
participants this year. It is also important to get you registered so we can have a good count for prizes 
and lunch that will be free to all participants and family members. 
  
You may also contact Richard Storch directly at richard@storchinternational.com or by phone at 608-
772-4207 with any questions you might have. 
 
We look forward to a great event! 
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35th ANNIVERSARY 
BILL WOOD MEMORIAL LAKE WINTER OUTING  

JUNE 23, 2018 
The 35th annual Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter Outing will be held on Saturday June 23rd.  Even though 
Bill Wood is no longer with us, our memories of those many good times we had with him, Bob Patterson, Don 
Borchert and many others at the outing live on.  You are invited to join the gathering of boats/service near the 
“Grassy Island” on the NW side of Lake Winter at high noon.  We will say a few words and take a moment to 
show respect for and remember Bill Wood, Bob Patterson and Don Borchert. 

Come on up for a good time! 
 
Rules: All entries must be caught on Saturday 6/23/2018 between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  It’s catch & release 
only (no transport).  In keeping with a long standing tradition no power trolling or live bait is allowed.  You 
must comply with all WDNR regulations.  A witness and a photograph are required for all entries.  The optional 
outing contest fee is only $10 per person (pay John or Sue Eversoll or Geoff Crandall before the outing begins).  
Eligible waters are Lake Winter as well as all lakes in Sawyer County.  All muskies should be measured to the 
¼ inch.  Muskies 30” or longer are eligible for the longest or second longest award.  Muskies below or above 
30” are eligible to win the smallest muskie award.  Awards will be given for the following categories (winners 
may win only one category) 

 Longest Muskie (Trophy Winner) 
 Second Longest Muskie 

 Smallest Muskie 
 
Dinner and Awards Banquet - Saturday night the awards ceremony to be held at the Trailside Tavern & Grill 
(W5992 State HWY 70).  Social hour at 6:00 (cash bar), dinner @ 7:00 p.m.  Cost is $18.00 per person 
(includes dinner, tax, tip & facility cost).  Please let us know if you will attend and pay no later than June 
15th so food arrangements can be made.  Please contact Geoff Crandall (608-219-0164 or 
crandall@msbnrg.com) John or Sue Eversoll (815-238-5542 or sjevers57@sandprairie.net) or.   Lodging 
information: Tuscobia @ 715-266-6401, Strouf’s Motel @ 715-266-6621 or Rustic Inn @ 715-266-3060 or 
Farzwego Motel (behind the Gas Station on W), 5220 County Rd. W, Winter, WI 715-266-2002.  

2018 Form: 
NAME ______________________________________________ 

 
NAME ______________________________________________ 

 
NAME ______________________________________________ 

 
NAME ______________________________________________ 

 
TOTAL - $____ Contest Eligibility: Fee must be received prior to the event to qualify.  Awards are non-cash 

only.  Fill out form (make check payable to Geoff Crandall) and mail to: 
Geoff Crandall 5306 Jonquil Ct Middleton, WI 53562  
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Capital City Chapter of Muskies Inc. Club Officers 
 
PRESIDENT 
Winston Hopkins 
504 Greenwood St 
Madison WI 53716 
(608) 577 – 3184 
winstonjhopkins@gmail.com  
 
VICE- PRESIDENT 
Tony Alexander 
N5421 Hwy 22 
Montello, WI 53949 
(608) 697 - 0204 
tony53949@yahoo.com  
 
Regional Vice President 
Lee Bartolini 
713 S. Second St. 
Mount Horeb, WI 53572 
(608) 437-6177 
lbartolini8475@charter.net  
 
SECRETARY 
Gary Hoffman 
7104 Twin Sunset Rd 
Middleton, WI 53562 
(608) 698- 5388 
glhoff29@gmail.com  
 
TREASURER 
April Cook 
6606 Broad Creek Blvd 
Madison, WI  53718 
(608) 279 – 5838 
apes65@hotmail.com  

 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Submissions due by the 15th  
Brett Cook 
6606 Broad Creek Blvd 
Madison, WI  53718 
(608) 279 - 4160 
cookb@ixperts.com 

At- Large Directors Term Exp 
Israel Dunn 
dunn.balloons@gmail.com  

‘18 

Henry Hempe 
ahhempe@gmail.com  

‘18 

Fred Schulze 
fred.schulze63@gmail.com  

‘18 

David Seaton 
ucla031062@gmail.com  

‘18 

Steve Soma 
steve.soma@edwardjones.com  

‘18 

Richard Storch 
richard@storchinternational.com 

‘18 

Todd Berge 
boogerb2@yahoo.com  

‘19 

Hedy Burke 
hedyannburke@gmail.com  

‘19 

Brett Cook  
cookb@ixperts.com  

‘19 

Dawn Enger 
send2dawn@charter.net  

‘19 

Tony Enger 
dcsok9@charter.net  

‘19 

Melissa Gall 
melissamgall@gmail.com  

‘19 

Rick Lane 
bairtrack@charter.net  

‘19 

Paul Twardy 
paulmarionpeter@gmail.com  

‘19 

Past Presidents 
Bill Wood Don Borchert 

Gil Nimm Steve Budnik 

Kevin Wegner Gary Greene 

Brian Walsh Fred Bachmann 

Kevin Black Norm Vike 

Craig Eversoll Geoff Crandall 

Steve Reinstra Jim Olson 

Lee Bartolini Luke Vike 

 

 
Link – http://www.leetauchen.com 

 
 


