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35th Annual Muskie Seminar
Saturday, April 6, 2019 – 1:00 p.m.
Doubledays Bar and Banquet Hall, 4586 Baxter Rd., Cottage Grove, WI

Lee Tauchen and Robbie Jarnigo

Co-Hosts of the very popular Today’s Angler fishing show on YouTube
Fishing guides in southeastern Wisconsin
Pro-Staff members and field testers for numerous tackle manufacturers
Lee is owner and maker of Lee Lures Baits. Lee is former host of the Big Fish 365 TV Show

PLUS: Raffles, Silent Auctions, and Many Prizes
Doors open at 1:00 p.m.
Early Bird Raffle at 1:30 p.m.
Seminar starts at 2:00 p.m.
Food and Cash Bar available

Cost:
$12 per person if purchased in advance
$15 if purchased at the door
$5 for youth 13 to 17 years
12 years old or younger are free

Proceeds Help Support Madison Lakes Muskie Stocking
For more information, call Tony Alexander at 1-608-697-0204
Or visit us online at the CCMI website at www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org
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Prez Sez
I am captivated by the NCAA Men’s basketball tournament. I enjoy the excitement and intensity of the
tournament games and love to root for the Badgers. The close games and buzzer beaters are almost like
catching a big musky. Unfortunately, Wisconsin’s performance reminded me of many days on the water for me
last year, as I had a pretty tough year for a host of different reasons. I know if CCMI were in a tournament of
muskies inc. chapters we would be a #1 seed. As much as I hate Duke, CCMI would be one of the favorites to
win the tournament each year. We can all take pride in club activities such as: the musky school, the fundraiser,
youth event, monthly speakers, merchandise, fishing outings, mentoring and charitable donations made to
events such as Casting for Kids or Musky Mission Complete. The quality of the club is a function of its
members and as a group we reach the final four every year. It is a pleasure being a part of such a great team.
I attended the musky school last month and was entirely impressed. I want to extend a big thank you to
the musky school committee members including Geoff Crandall, Steve Reinstra and Duffy Kopf and the other
club members who volunteered to help out. This type of event makes us a “number one seed” as I don’t think
there is this type of opportunity in the entire Midwest. If you haven’t done so, check out the article in the State
Journal as there was a nice write up about the school in the Sunday paper (March 24th).
As I write this article, our club is making preparations for our annual fundraiser on April 6th. Lee
Tauchen and Robbie Jarnigo will be our featured speaker and there will be a multitude of potential prizes and
raffle items to win. The fundraiser always seems to be the last event before backing the boat down. The club
has several upcoming opportunities to put an early “full court press” on the muskies during the Iowa hog hunt in
April or the Madison Chain outing in May. I hope to see many of you at these various events.
Finally, the tournament is also a reminder that opener is just around the corner and it triggers the
urgency around getting ready. I will go through gear, check safety items, sharpen hooks, spool reels, etc. and
take the boat out of storage this month in preparation. I hope all of you can sink a “buzzer beater” in your
musky fishing this coming season.
As always, see our website or the newsletter for upcoming events and to sign up for the fundraiser or upcoming
fishing outings. Finally, “GO” make some memories.
Winston Hopkins - President CCMI

Link - http://www.wildernessfishgame.com
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CCMI Schedule of Events
Mark your calendars for the upcoming meetings, fishing expos, and club outings!
April 6 ................................ 35th Annual Musky Seminar – Featured Speakers Lee Tauchen & Robbie Jarnigo
April 27 .............................. Iowa Hawg Hunt
May 13 ............................... General meeting @ Coliseum Bar 7:00 PM – Kevin Pischke, Green Bay Muskie Guide
May 18 ............................... Madison Chain Outing
June ..................................... Wisconsin Youth Musky Championship
June 10 ................................ On the Water Meeting @ Goodland Park
June 22 ............................... 36th Annual Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter
August 12 ............................ On the Water Meeting @ Goodland Park
August 17-25 ...................... Lake of the Woods Outing
September 9 ........................ General meeting @ Coliseum Bar 7:00 PM
September 28 ...................... Pit Tag Challenge
October 12-13 .................... Vilas County Outing
October 14........................... General meeting @ Coliseum Bar 7:00 PM
November 11 ....................... General meeting @ Coliseum Bar 7:00 PM – Executive Board Election
December 9 ......................... General meeting @ Coliseum Bar 7:00 PM – Election for at-large board members

Link - http://www.muskie.com/
Link - http://madisomuskyguide.com/

Email link - fatmuzkey@yahoo.com
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CCMI Release Report
Todd Berge- Release Chairman / ccmireleasechair@gmail.com
As I write this month's Release Chair article, I have a bald eagle, loons, geese, mergansers and other various
waterfowl in sight. That means there is open water out there, and everyone knows what that means. In the
winter, we always think about what we can do to get ready for the upcoming season. We all know what this
usually includes. As the release chair, I would like to propose something in addition. I propose that everyone
reviews your release procedures and tool inventory. What could you do better? What tools could you
add? What improvements to your boat, or even your camera setup could you make? One thing that I am a big
believer in is modifying your net to be "hands free". What I mean by this is, after the fish is in the bag, do you
have a system that allows you to release the fish without having someone dedicated to holding the net. This is
especially important if you fish alone. However, I feel it is just as important if you always have a partner. My
solution to this is to have a rope on the end of my net with a loop on the end. After I net the fish, I tie the loop
on the opposite cleat to where the bag is hanging in the water. This allows the fish to stay in the water while I
remove hooks, get the camera and board ready or anything else This is such a simple and cheap solution! I also
find that it takes the "panic" out of the situation when you have a newbie in the boat with you. You can talk
them through the process a little better as the fish is safely in the water. Experiment with your net and your
specific boat setup. I am confident you will find an incredibly simple "hands free" solution.
Great job to Mark McCumber and Lee Bartolini for getting out there early and netting some fish early in the
season. There are opportunities out there if your willing to drive just a bit!

March Lunkers
Member Name

Length

Mark D McCumber

Date Caught
45.50 03/17/2019

Lake Name

Lure Description

New River, VA

Rubber Dubber

CCMI Mentoring Program
Lee Bartolini – Phone: (608) 437-6177) or email: Lbartolini8475@charter.net
The Capital City Chapter of Muskies, Inc. conducts a mentoring program for its members. This means
that, if requested, a more experienced club member (the mentor) will help or assist another member (the
mentoree) in developing specific skills and knowledge to help the mentoree become a better muskie angler.
These informal associations have been very successful in the past in helping members learn more about muskie
angling, as well as helping newer members meet some of the more knowledgeable muskie anglers in the club.
If you need or want assistance in some aspect of muskie angling, contact Lee Bartolini – Phone: (608)
437-6177) or email: Lbartolini8475@charter.net, and he will try to match you up with a mentor to assist you.
Assistance may be requested in a general area (I would like to know more about Lake Monona.) or a specific
area (I would like to learn how to make my own leaders.)
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Conservation Congress Hearings - Spring 2019
Lee Bartolini
Each spring, public hearings are held in every Wisconsin county by the Conservation Congress which
allow citizens to vote and submit comments on proposed rule changes regarding fishing and hunting laws. The
proposed changes are posed as questions. For example, “Should the law be changed to allow (whatever is being
proposed).” The 2019 hearing for Dane County will be held on Monday, April 8, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. at Monona
Grove High School, Auditorium, 4400 Monona Drive, Monona, WI 53716. If you attend the hearing, you can
vote on the changes and offer comments in person. You may also submit written comments. As noted in the
instructions for submitting comments: “Written comments may be submitted at the public hearings, by regular
mail, fax or email to: Meredith Penthorn Department of Natural Resources PO Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707.
Email address: Meredith.Penthorn@wisconsin.gov. Written comments may also be submitted to the
Department at DNRAdministrativeRulesComments@wisconsin.gov.” There is a time limit for submitting
comments. “Comments on DNR proposed rule changes may be submitted to the agency contact person no later
than April 11, 2019.”
There are 88 proposed changes on this year’s questionnaire, and several of them refer to some aspect of muskie
fishing. The questions are presented below for your information and review. Detailed rationales for each
proposed change are available on the questionnaire, which can be previewed on the Wisconsin DNR website.
The first question related to muskie fishing is Question #12. Question #12 asks:
#12: “Do you favor extending the open fishing season for muskellunge in all inland waters north of US
HWY 10, all Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters, and in outlying waters of Lake Michigan and Green
Bay north of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc, from November 30 to December 31 during open water?”
If question #12 is approved, the open water fishing season for muskies would be the same throughout the state,
rather than keeping the November 30 date as the close of the season north of Highway 10. This proposal,
however, would also make it illegal to ice fish for muskies. The proposal only applies to the “open fishing
season.”
QUESTIONS #13-#15 are in regard to muskie fishing on the Wisconsin-Michigan Boundary Waters. Quoting
from the questionnaire: “This proposal seeks to more closely match both Michigan’s and Wisconsin’s
muskellunge regulations by establishing new dates for the open harvest season as June 1 to December 31
(currently May 15 to November 30), creating a catch-and-release season during what would be the closed
harvest season (January 1 to May 31) and increasing the minimum length limit from 40 inches to 50 inches on
all Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters. The questions, as formally stated, are as follows:
#13. Do you favor changing the opening date of the muskellunge season on all Wisconsin-Michigan
boundary waters from May 15 to June 1?
#14. Do you favor creating a catch-and-release fishing season during the closed harvest season (January
1 to May 31, assuming the first question is supported) on all Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters?
#15. Do you favor increasing the minimum length limit for muskellunge from 40 inches to 50 inches on
Wisconsin-Michigan boundary waters?
Question #38 asks if the minimum length limit for keeping muskies in certain bodies of water should be increased
from 40” to 50”. Question #38 states:
#38. Do you favor a 50-inch minimum length limit on muskellunge for the Rainbow Flowage and
Minocqua Chain (Little Tomahawk, Mud, Tomahawk, Mid, Minocqua, Jerome and Kawaguesaga lakes)
in Oneida County and White Sand Lake (T42N, R7E, S27) in Vilas County?
Muskie Ink
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Question #49 asks if the dates of the Fox River refuge below the DePere Dam should be extended from March 1
through May 31, thus protecting muskies from fishing for a longer period of time. As noted on the
questionnaire: This proposal does not change the size of the refuge. Question #49 states:
#49. Do you favor changing the effective dates for the Fox River refuge below the DePere Dam from
March 1 through the Friday before the first Saturday in May to March 1 through May 31?
There is one additional advisory question. Question #68 asks if the size limit on muskies should be increased to
50” on the Lemonweir River. The Lemonweir River is a large tributary that flows into the Wisconsin River south
of the Highway 82 bridge. Question #68 asks:
#68. Do you support increasing the size limit on Muskellunge from 40 inches to 50 inches in the
Lemonweir River from the Mauston Dam downstream to the confluence of the Lemonweir River and
Wisconsin River south of the State Highway 82 bridge with a daily bag limit of one per day?

D&S Spring 2019 Fishing Seminar Schedule
April
4/04
4/11
4/18
4/25

Ron Barefield .......................Wisconsin River Spring Walleyes
Tim Pattermann .....................Fox River Walleyes
Pat Klingelhoets ...................Spring Panfish from Shore
Dave Berg ............................Mendota Walleye

May
5/02

Dan Oele .............................. Madison Area Fisheries Biologist

Link - http://www.dsbait.com

Link – http://www.leetauchen.com

Available at Dorn’s @ Midvale and D&S Bait

Link - http://www.mercermuskiesandmore.com/
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15th Annual “Iowa Hawg Hunt” OutingSaturday April 27, 2019 8:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.
OPEN TO PUBLIC - EVERYONE IS WELCOME
You don’t have to be a member of Muskies Inc. to join the fun at the 15TH “Iowa Hawg Hunt”.
Pleasant Creek Recreation Area is located 15 miles Northwest of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
See: http://www.iowadnr.com/parks/state_park_list/pleasant_creek.html
Urbana Inn (Formerly Super 8) in Urbana, Iowa at 319-443-8888 is offering a discount for rooms and is not far
away from the lake (mention muskie outing).
There will be an optional friendly non-cash door prize contest - $10 per person. Questions- contact Geoff
Crandall crandall@msbnrg.com or (608) 219-0164 mobile/text).
Rules: Eligible fish must be caught between 8:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. on 4/27. A witness (another outing
participant is o.k.) and photo is required. Fish entries including photos must be submitted to Geoff Crandall
before 7:00 p.m. Eligible waters include the Pleasant Creek State Recreation Area and Lake MacBride. Must
comply with all IDNR regulations. Catch & release only, live bait is permitted, no transporting of muskies &
measured to the ¼ inch, 30” muskies or longer are eligible for an award.
To be eligible for the non-cash prizes your fee must be paid & received prior to the start of the outing. Award
certificates will be given for: 1) Longest Muskie & 2) Second Longest Muskie. (Winners may win only one
category).
Awards “banquet” will be held at 7:00 p.m. and additional meal cost is $10 per person at the Urbana Inn (we’ll
make a pizza run). $10 to participate in optional contest + $10 for meal = $20 per/person to do both.
(THIS IS NOT A CASH CONTEST. NO CASH AWARDS OR PAYOUTS WILL BE MADE AT THIS
OUTING.).
NAME, Email & Phone Number______________________________________________
NAME, Email & Phone Number ______________________________________________
TOTAL $_____
Contest Eligibility: Fee must be received prior to the event to qualify for the contest (Competing in the
contest is optional. If so, your costs would be $10/pp for the pizza dinner alone) Submit and mail (payable to
Geoff Crandall)@ Geoff Crandall 5306 Jonquil Ct. Middleton, WI 53562
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Madison Chain Outing
Saturday May 18, 2019
Come join us for our Madison Chain outing on May 18, 2019. The outing will begin at 7 am and ends at 2 pm.
Registration fee includes lunch served at the Green Lantern on Lake Waubesa at 3pm and entry into our outing
raffle. There is lots of on the water parking at the Green Lantern so there is no need to trailer your boat to
attend the luncheon. This outing is open to the public and you need not be a CCMI member to attend.

Outing Rules
Must comply with all WDNR regulations
Catch and release only and no transporting of fish
No live bait is allowed
Only fish caught between 7am and 2pm on 05/18/19 will be eligible.A witness or a photograph of the fish is
required for all entries.
Eligible lakes are Monona, Waubesa and Upper Mud Lake.
Only muskies 30" or longer will eligible for an award.
In case of a tie, the earliest muskie caught will be the tie breaker Participants must complete and submit a
"release of liability" form if one hasn't been completed in 2018. The form is available on the CCMI
website. The outing is by definition a WDNR tournament, therefore each boat in the outing must be
marked by wrapping a single layer of blue "painters Tape" around the cowling of their motors.

Lunch & Awards
Lunch will be provided at 3pm sharp at the Green Lantern on Lake Waubesa. Relax, compare notes and enjoy
a nice meal with friends. Fishing stories, awards ceremony and door prize drawings will be held right after
lunch. Awards will be presented for the most combined inches of fish caught to the ¼ inch, first largest and
second largest muskie. Winners may only win one award.

CCMI Madison Chain Outing Registration Form
Names______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City____________________State____________Zip__________
Phone_______________________________________________
Email________________________________________________

Member $5.00_____

Non-Member $20.00____

Mail or Email Registration and Release Form To:
Tony Alexander
CCMI Madison Chain Outing
N5421 State Rd 22
Montello, WI 53949
For more information contact Tony Alexander tony53949@yahoo.com or (608) 697-0204
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Capital City Chapter of Muskies Inc. Club Officers
PRESIDENT
Winston Hopkins
504 Greenwood St
Madison WI 53716
(608) 577 – 3184
winstonjhopkins@gmail.com
VICE- PRESIDENT
Tony Alexander
N5421 Hwy 22
Montello, WI 53949
(608) 697 - 0204
tony53949@yahoo.com
Regional Vice President
Lee Bartolini
713 S. Second St.
Mount Horeb, WI 53572
(608) 437-6177
lbartolini8475@charter.net
SECRETARY
Gary Hoffman
7104 Twin Sunset Rd
Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 698- 5388
glhoff29@gmail.com
TREASURER
April Cook
6606 Broad Creek Blvd
Madison, WI 53718
(608) 279 – 5838
apes65@hotmail.com

At- Large Directors

Term Exp

Brian Falleck
bdfalleck@gmail.com
Robbi Hron
rhron@amfam.com
Justin Loveland
Loveland3006@gmail.com
Fred Schulze
fred.schulze63@gmail.com
Steve Soma
steve.soma@edwardjones.com
Richard Storch
richard@storchinternational.com
Todd Berge
boogerb2@yahoo.com
Hedy Burke
hedyannburke@gmail.com
Brett Cook
cookb@ixperts.com
Dawn Enger
send2dawn@charter.net
Tony Enger
dcsok9@charter.net
Rick Lane
bairtrack@charter.net
Paul Twardy
paulmarionpeter@gmail.com

‘20
‘20
‘20
‘20
‘20
‘20
‘19
‘19
‘19
‘19
‘19
‘19
‘19

Past Presidents
Bill Wood
Gil Nimm
Kevin Wegner
Brian Walsh
Kevin Black
Craig Eversoll
Steve Reinstra
Lee Bartolini

Don Borchert
Steve Budnik
Gary Greene
Fred Bachmann
Norm Vike
Geoff Crandall
Jim Olson
Luke Vike

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Submissions due by the 15th
Brett Cook
6606 Broad Creek Blvd
Madison, WI 53718
(608) 279 - 4160
cookb@ixperts.com
Link – http://ww.spankybaits.com
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