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Prez Sez
I hope everyone had a great winter, that's right, I said it, winter is OVER! It is time to load the gear in
the boat and get ready. It's been a long wait, but the southern Wisconsin musky season is only one month away.
For some, it's sooner than that. There are great opportunities in neighboring states to get an early start. The
Iowa Hawg Hunt is April 22nd and 23rd, this is a great way to shake off the rust, I'm talking about the rust on
your person, not your gear!
I coach youth football, and every year at the first practice, I tell the kids that with this new season comes
new possibilities, new goals, and new (hopefully better) skills. With hard work and dedication, there is no
reason we can't win a championship. This is also true for the members of CCMI. Everyone starts with zero
muskies caught; maybe it could be your year to win a division title. Then again, it is musky fishing. If it was
just about dedication and hard work, I know many members that would win many awards every year. I always
try to approach every fishing season like this, and then, a lot like some football teams, I'll get my butt kicked
and say "Well, there's always next year!"
I am really looking forward to this summer. It's no secret that, for many people, the Madison Chain was
tough last year. Personally, I'm hoping to get my picture taken with more Madison muskies than last season.
That's not asking for a lot!
Good luck to anyone who is going to get out in April. Let's start filling up the CCMI Leaderboard!
-I had to buy my net man a "Get better soon card". He's not sick, I just think he could be better!
Brian Falleck

2022 Event Calendar
April 22 ........................................................................................................................................Iowa Hawg Hunt
May 9 ........................................................................................................................................... General Meeting
May 14 ............................................................................................................................... Madison Chain Outing
June 11 ................................................................................................... Wisconsin Youth Muskie Championship
June 13 ................................................................................................................................ On the Water Meeting
June 24-25 .................................................................................................................................. Bill Wood Outing
August 8 .............................................................................................................................. On the Water Meeting
September 12 ............................................................................................................................... General Meeting
September 24 .................................................................................................................................. Pit Tag Outing
October 7-8 ............................................................................................................................ Vilas County Outing
October 10 .................................................................................................................................... General Meeting
October 15 ....................................................................................................................... Fall Muskie Tournament
November 14 ................................................................................................................................ General Meeting
December 12 ................................................................................................................................ General Meeting
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CCMI Release Report
Chris Smith- Release Chairman / ccmireleasechair@gmail.com
Hello CCMI members! My name is Chris Smith, and it is an honor to take over as release chair for the club. I
want to give a special thanks to Carin for the smooth handoff and for leaving our data in great shape. We have a lot of big
ideas for the release data we have, how we can organize it and what we can do to contribute more value to the club with
some innovation at a future date. In the meantime, as we are getting closer to opening day, I wanted to call out last year’s
2021 opening month of May with some stats and insights.
The weather for May 2021 saw an average air temperature of 74 degrees with a high topping out at 86 degrees on
May 1st! Our lowest temp hit was 34 degrees on May 28th. The average water temp for the Madison chain was 62 degrees
(Monona avg 64; Wingra avg 59; Waubesa avg 65). The Madison chain saw an average temperature increase of 8 degrees
over May, something to keep in mind as you transition into the summer months. The lakes are trending towards warming
reasonably quickly in the early months.
*Data pulled is from 2021 and the Madison chain only. Data verified through the Muskies Inc Lunge Log.
5 Fast Facts about Madison Chain Opening May Muskies 2021 (confirmed fish caught):
The average Fish length caught on the Madison chain in May 2021 was 37.3”; the biggest was 50.25” with the most
popular baits used: Swimbait, crankbait, rubber and bucktails.
Most favored baits on Monona in May 2021: Casting glide bait, jerk bait, and some jigging (Phantom, Bondy, and
Rapalla)
Most popular bait on Waubesa in May 2021: Casting Crankbait, Jerk bait, surface bait (Suick, little bastard)
Most Popular bait on Wingra in May 2021: Tolling and casting Crankbait, glide bait, bucktail, plastic/rubber jig setup,
spoon (Bulldawg, Angry Dragon, Suckers, and quicksets)
Most popular colors used in May 2021: Crankbaits - Fire tiger, Perch, Shad, and Multi-color, Jerk baits – White,
green, perch, chartreuse, multi-color, Bucktails – Green, natural, blue, multi-color Rubber – Tiger, Walleye
This insightful information is only possible if you log your fish on the lunge log. I will make a regular plea to ensure you
log your fish as accurately as you can, when you can. Putting in a little extra tracking work now will have big benefits
down the road! As always, make sure you track your 45” and over releases and send your pics to
ccmireleasechair@gmail.com within 30 days to be entered into the replica contest.
Side note: Coming back from a work this week, and flew right over Monona, holes are opening! It won’t be long now.

Until Next Time!
Chris Smith
CCMI Release Chair
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Wisconsin Conservation Congress: Spring Hearings 2022
Lee Bartolini
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) and the Wisconsin Conservation Congress hold annual
hearings to allow sportsmen and sportswomen an opportunity to respond to a questionnaire which proposes a number of
changes to rules and regulations regarding hunting and fishing. In past years, votes were cast in person at the hearing, as
well as online. This year, as was the case last year, only the online option is available. As stated on the WDNR webpage,
Citizens will be able to provide input on Wisconsin’s natural resource issues through the 2022 Spring Hearings
which will again be online beginning April 11, 2022 (starting at 7:00 pm) and remain open through 7:00 pm on
April 14, 2022.
The link for providing online input will be posted on the Spring Hearing webpage closer to the date of the hearing. You
can review the questions ahead of time, however. Go to the webpage for the Wisconsin Department of Natural resources:
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/. When the webpage appears, scroll down to “Conservation Congress,” and click on the title.
When the Conservation Congress page appears, there will be a list of options in the right-hand column. Click on “Spring
Hearings.”
Currently, persons who want to participate in the Spring Hearings survey must click on, or open, various options to see the
questions. The survey questions are divided into three categories: DNR (Department of Natural Resources) Advisory
Questions, NRB (Natural Resources Board) Advisory Questions, and WCC (Wisconsin Conservation Congress) Advisory
Questions. These options appear in a list on the webpage as shown below: Two additional options include frequently
asked Questions and Answers and the Citizen Resolution Submittal Process.

SPRING HEARING 2022






2022 Online Input Frequently Asked Questions
2022 Citizen Resolution Submittal Process Frequently Asked Questions
Review DNR Advisory Questions
Review NRB Advisory Questions
Review WCC Advisory Questions

There are only two questions on this year’s survey related directly to muskie fishing, but there are a number of additional
questions that CCMI members may be interested in. One, in particular, has to do with implementing a mandatory selfregistration system for small tournaments. If adopted, this proposal may require that all CCMI outings be reported to the
DNR. More on this proposal later. In addition, there are questions on changing the bag limit for panfish on Lake
Mendota to ten, requiring registration for canoes and kayaks, and modifying the Wisconsin Constitution to allow boating
registration fees to be used for boating access projects and invasive species control. CCMI members are encouraged to
participate in the online survey to let your positions on the various issues be known.
Here are the questions related to muskie fishing. –
DNR Advisory Question #1: Currently, the open season for muskies starts on the first Saturday in May in the southern
half of the state, but it starts on the Saturday prior to Memorial Day in the northern half of the state. The proposal is to
change the starting date in the northern half of the state to the first Saturday in May, the same as the southern half of the
state. “This proposal would apply a uniform season structure for muskellunge in Wisconsin.” ---- “The management goal
is to simplify regulations and to provide additional angling opportunity for muskellunge.” This proposal would also
make it illegal to ice fish for muskies statewide.
1. Do you favor implementing a standard season structure statewide (including boundary waters and the Great
Lakes) for muskellunge with opening day of the harvest season beginning the first Saturday in May and extending
to December 31 in open water only? 1. Yes__ No__ No opinion_
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WCC Advisory Question #15: This proposal would change the size limit on muskies in Plum Lake in Vilas County from
40” to 50”.
15. Would you support changing the size limit on Muskellunge in Plum Lake in Vilas County from 40 inches to
50 inches with a daily bag limit of one fish?
DNR Advisory Question #4: Data Collection on Small Fishing Tournaments. This issue is explained on the DNR
website as follows:
4. Data collection on small fishing tournaments Over the past few years, the DNR has noted an uptick in the
number of complaints and conflict reports regarding small, unpermitted fishing tournaments in some regions.
Permits are required for tournaments with 20 or more boats, 100 or more participants, off-site weigh-ins, total
prize values over $10,000, those that target trout, those that allow culling of bass, or those that allow an expanded
bag limit. Permitted tournaments are capped by maximum numbers of tournament boat days per month by
waterbody size (except for Lake Michigan, Green Bay, Lake Superior, and Lake Winnebago which have no
limits), but small tournaments fall below these thresholds and are not tracked by DNR or included in calculations
toward monthly caps. Public reports have pointed to an observed increase in the number of small tournaments and
in user conflicts both at crowded boat landings and on the water. State statute authorizes the DNR to promulgate
rules that regulate fishing tournaments to control overcrowding, prevent unsafe conditions, and prevent user
conflicts. If DNR were to pursue any changes to these regulations, the first step would be to collect information
on the number and frequency of small fishing tournaments on Wisconsin waters. A mandatory self-registration
system would enable this data collection. If small tournaments cumulatively account for substantial tournament
pressure, the DNR may pursue additional regulations including requiring a free, general permit for small
tournaments but restricting the total number of tournaments or participants on a waterbody per month. Future
proposed regulations would go through the advisory question process after this initial data collection period.
4. Would you support the DNR implementing a mandatory self-registration system for small tournaments that
could be used to collect data on the number and types of small tournaments and participants across Wisconsin
waters? 4. Yes__ No__ No opinion_
As noted above, the DNR may pursue additional regulations if it is determined that small tournaments account for
substantial tournament pressure.
The annual spring hearings provide all individuals, but particularly anglers and hunters, an opportunity to provide input on
proposed changes to rules and regulations. Again, you are encouraged to participate.
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CCMI Mentoring Program
The Capital City Chapter of Muskies, Inc. conducts a mentoring program for its members. If requested, an experienced
club member (the mentor) will help or assist another member (the mentee) in developing specific fishing skills or
acquiring knowledge about a particular topic or body of water. These informal associations have been very successful in
the past in helping members learn more about muskie angling, as well as helping newer members meet some of the more
knowledgeable muskie anglers in the club. If you need or want assistance in some aspect of muskie angling, contact Lee
Bartolini – phone: (608) 437-6177 or email: Lbartolini8475@charter.net, and he will try to match you up with a mentor to
assist you. Assistance may be requested in a general area (I would like to know more about Lake Monona.) or a specific
area (I would like to learn how to make my own leaders.)
Club members who are willing to be a mentor, who are willing to help or assist another club member in some aspect of
muskie fishing, are invited to let Lee know of their interest. If you would like to be a mentor and help another CCMI
member, contact Lee at the phone number or email address above.

Wisconsin Musky Genetics, Biology, and Stocking Seminar
Greg Voss
When you have about 25 minutes, I suggest you view this helpful & convenient YouTube video from Anthony Outdoors.
A WDNR Fisheries Biologist (similar to our Dan Oele) presents an overview of Wisconsin Musky stocking strategies as
of fall 2019.

https://youtu.be/rMWIlL9vXbQ
By the end of the video, you may be able to confidently answer these three questions:
1. Our Lake Monona is classified and managed as an A2,3 WI Musky Lake. What does that mean?
2. About how many years MORE does it take a male musky to reach 40 inches on average compared to how many years it
takes on average for a female musky to reach 40 inches?
3. What are the four WI Musky Drainage Basin classifications?
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17th Annual “Iowa Hawg Hunt”
Friday, April 22 (7:00 a.m.) Through 5:00 pm Saturday April 23

Shake off those winter and Pandemic blues by participating in the 17TH “Iowa Hawg Hunt”.
Pleasant Creek Recreation Area and Lake MacBride are located near Cedar Rapids, Iowa. See:
http://www.iowadnr.com/parks/state_park_list/pleasant_creek.html
or https://www.iowadnr.gov/Places-to-Go/State-Parks/Iowa-State-Parks/parkdetails/parkid/610119.
Urbana Inn (Formerly Super 8) in Urbana, Iowa at 319-443-8888
or the Sleep Inn in North Liberty, Iowa (319-665-2700) have quality hotels not far away from the lakes.
There will be an optional friendly non-cash fish contest - $10 per person. Both CCMI members and nonmembers are welcome. Questions - contact Geoff Crandall crandall@msbnrg.com or (608) 219-0164
mobile/text).
Rules:












Eligible fish must be caught between 7:00 a.m. on Friday 4/22 through 5:00 p.m. on Saturday 4/23/2022.
Participants must sign and provide the waiver of liability (available on CCMI website www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org
)
A witness (another outing participant is o.k.) and a photo is required.
Fish entries including photos must be submitted to Geoff Crandall at or before 5:15 p.m. on Saturday
4/23/2022 at (608-219-0164-phone or text) or email.
Eligible waters include the Pleasant Creek State Recreation Area and Lake MacBride.
To be eligible you must comply with all IDNR regulations.
Catch & release only, trolling, and live bait is permitted.
No transporting of muskies F
ish are to be measured to the ¼ inch. 30” muskies or longer are eligible to be entered into the contest.
To be eligible for the non-cash prizes your fee must be paid & received prior to the 4/22/2022 start of the outing.
Participants must comply with the Iowa and County Health Department rules re: Covid 19.

The winners will be acknowledged for: 1) Longest Muskie and 2) Second Longest Muskie. (Winners may win
in only one category). The results will be announced @ 7:30 p.m. at the Urbana Inn Community room (or
the Urbana Inn parking lot if required by Health Department policies and rules).
(NO CASH AWARDS OR PAYOUTS WILL BE MADE).
NAME, Email & Phone Number______________________________________________
NAME, Email & Phone Number ______________________________________________
TOTAL $_____ Contest Eligibility: $10 for the optional contest. If participating in the contest, fees must be
received prior to the start of the 4/22/2022 outing to:
Geoff Crandall @ 5306 Jonquil Ct. Middleton, WI 53562
phone/text 608-219-0164 if you have questions about the outing
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Madison Chain Outing
Saturday, May 14
Come join us for the CCMI Madison Chain Outing on Saturday, May 14, 2022. The outing will begin at 7:00 am and
end at 2:00 pm. Registration fee includes a ticket for a random door prize drawing at the end of the event. This outing is
open to the public and you need not be a CCMI member to attend.
Outing Rules:
 participants must comply with all WDNR regulations
 catch and release only tournament with no transport of fish,
 live bait and trolling are allowed
 only fish caught between 7:00 am and 2:00 pm on May 14, 2021
will be eligible
 A photograph of the fish on a measuring device is required for all
entries
 Eligible lakes are Monona, Waubesa and Upper Mud Lake
 Only muskies 30" or longer will eligible for an award
 In case of a tie, the earliest musky caught will be the tiebreaker.
 Participants must complete and submit a "Release of Liability" form if not completed in 2022. The form is
available on the CCMI website.
 Per Wisconsin DNR Tournament Rules-Each boat in the outing will need a single layer of blue "painters tape"
around the cowling of their motors.
Awards ceremony, fishing stories, and door prizes will be held at 2:45 pm promptly at the Olin Park landing parking lot.
Prizes will be awarded to the top three individuals with the most combined inches of fish
caught and released to the nearest ¼-inch. Winners may only win one prize. Any awards that
go unclaimed will go into door prizes.
CCMI Madison Chain Outing Registration & Cost Register on-line at
www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org.
Cost $20.00 per person for CCMI Members and $30:00 per person for Non-Members. Youth
ages 17 and under are free. For more information, contact Winston Hopkins at
winstonjhopkins@gmail.com or 608-577-3184
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38th BILL WOOD MEMORIAL / LAKE WINTER OUTING
JUNE 24-25

**Depending on COVID 19, a County or State Health Department may prohibit this event **
th
The 38 annual Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter Outing will be held on Saturday June 24 & 25, 2022. (We
will post any cancellation information or changes on the CCMI Website/Facebook) This year we have a new
format starting at 7:00 a.m. on Friday (6/24/2022) continuing until Saturday (6/25/22) at 5:00pm. Even though
Bill Wood is no longer with us, our memories of the good times we had at this outing with him, Swede, Bob
Patterson, Don Borchert, George Radl, and others, still live on.

Come on up for a good time!

Rules: Muskies must be caught between 7:00 a.m. on Friday 6/24/2022 and 5:00 p.m. Saturday 6/25/2022. It’s catch &
release only (no transport). This year the muskies caught by use of power trolling or live bait are eligible for an
award. Any lake in Sawyer County is an eligible lake in 2022. All WDNR and local regulations must be complied
with. A witness and a photograph are required for all eligible entries. The (optional) outing contest fee is $10 per person
(To be eligible for the contest please pay John or Sue Eversoll or Geoff Crandall prior to the start of the outing). All
eligible muskies must be measured to the ¼ inch, Muskies 30” or longer are eligible for the longest or second longest
award. In case of a tie the – first fish caught wins. Participants must fill out the liability release form. Winners may win
only one category. Awards will be available for the following categories.
 Longest Muskie (Trophy Winner)
 Second Longest Muskie

Awards Banquet – Dinner will be provided for $20 per person. Please pay by Friday June 18th so the
catering service has a headcount in advance to ensure our group gets plenty to eat. Saturday night we’ll have
dinner and the awards ceremony at Julies Trailside Tavern & Grill 5992 W. Old Highway 70, Winter, WI.
Questions - please contact Geoff Crandall (608-219-0164 or crandall@msbnrg.com) or John or Sue Eversoll
(815-238-5542 or sjevers57@sandprairie.net). Lodging information: Tuscobia @ 715-266-6401, Strouf’s
Motel @ 715-266-6621 or Rustic Inn @ 715-266-3060 or Farzwego Motel (by the Gas Station, 5220 N County
Rd. W) Winter, WI 715-266-2002.

NAME __________________________Telephone/Text__________________Email____________________
NAME __________________________Telephone/Text__________________Email____________________

TOTAL - $____ Contest Eligibility: Need not be a CCMI member, $10 contest per person and dinner is $20 per person
= $30per person for both. Please register and provide the fees by June 18, 2022. No cash awards will be given. Fill
out form (make check payable to Geoff Crandall). Please include phone/text number/email (in case of cancellation).
Mail registration & check to:
Geoff Crandall 5306 Jonquil Ct Middleton, WI 53562
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Capital City Chapter of Muskies Inc. Chapter Officers
PRESIDENT
Brian Falleck
608-212-7941
president@capitalcitymuskiesinc.org
VICE- PRESIDENT
Fred Schulze
608-345-5102
fred.schulze63@gmail.com
Chapter Representative to M.I.
Winston Hopkins
(608) 577-3184
WinstonjHopkins@gmail.com
SECRETARY
Gary Hoffman
(608) 698-5388
glhoff29@gmail.com
TREASURER
Bob Baumgartner
(608) 320-6336
bbaumgartner4@gmail.com

At- Large Directors

Term Exp

Dustin Loveland
Loveland3006@gmail.com
Robbi Hron
rhron@amfam.com
Chris Smith
chrmsmith@icloud.com
Steve Soma
steve.soma@edwardjones.com
Tripp Soma
Tripp.Soma@edwardjones.com
Brett Cook
cookb@ixperts.com
Dan Donovan
djdonovan8206@gmail.com
Greg Voss
mzkee52@gmail.com
Nathan Jandl
njandl@gmail.com
Paul Twardy
paulmarionpeter@gmail.com
TJ Weisensel
t.j.weisensel@gmail.com
Todd Berge
boogerb2@yahoo.com
Vacancy (3)

2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023

Past Presidents

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Submissions due by the 20th
Brett Cook
(608) 279-4160
cookb@ixperts.com

Bill Wood
Gil Nimm
Kevin Wegner
Brian Walsh
Kevin Black
Craig Eversoll
Steve Reinstra *
Lee Bartolini *

Don Borchert
Steve Budnik
Gary Greene
Fred Bachmann
Norm Vike
Geoff Crandall *
Jim Olson
Luke Vike *

Winston Hopkins +

+ Immediate Past President
* Past President with Voting Rights

Muskie Ink
www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org

Page 9

