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Prez Sez
We made it! Musky season is upon us! Time to put all that knowledge and gear you acquired over the winter to
use. I want to wish all members Good Luck in 2022. I can't wait to see your names on the leaderboard.
I was able to attend the Iowa Hawg Hunt last weekend and it was a great time. Unfortunately, the musky gods
were not smiling at me, in fact they basically punched me in the mouth. I did feel good to be throwing musky lures again.
I did experience a "first" while fishing there. I was fishing with fellow board member Robbi Hron. We saw some
kayakers in the distance and noticed that one of them had fallen into the water. We headed towards them and that is when
they started yelling for us. It was incredibly windy and a young lady had tipped her kayak over and was in the 47 degree
water. Her life jacket was floating away because she was not wearing it. Robbi had to pull her into my boat because she
was too cold to climb the ladder. Now, we are not looking for any praise for doing this, I'm sure we would all help
someone in trouble. I just want to remind people to wear their life jackets, especially in the spring and fall when the water
temperature is very low. I'll admit, I am guilty of not wearing mine all the time, but this experience really opened my eyes
to how quickly things can go wrong. As far as I know everything worked out for this young lady, we gave her our rain
gear to wear while we got her back to shore and into her vehicle. She was very thankful and VERY cold. Please
remember, you can't catch muskies if you're dead.
Again, Good Luck to everyone and I hope to see you out on the water soon!
- Anyone who says their wedding day was the best day of their life has never had a good day of topwater fishing
Brian Falleck

May General Member Meeting
Bowl-A-Vard Lanes, 7:00 PM

Featuring Matt DeVos

You may know Matt from the Lake of the Woods class he has taught at the CCMI Muskie School. He has been
fishing LOTW for 25 years, boating over 300 muskies with more than 20 over 50“. He has been a member of
Capital City Muskies Inc since 2001. He is going to share some of the things he has learned in that time.

Please join us for a great speaker and fantastic raffles!
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2022 Event Calendar
May 9 ....................................................................................................... General Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard Lanes 7:00pm
May 14 ............................................................................................................................................... Madison Chain Outing
June 11 ...................................................................................................................Wisconsin Youth Muskie Championship
June 13 ................................................................................................................................................ On the Water Meeting
June 24-25 .................................................................................................................................................. Bill Wood Outing
August 8 .............................................................................................................................................. On the Water Meeting
September 12 ........................................................................................... General Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard Lanes 7:00pm
September 24 .................................................................................................................................................. Pit Tag Outing
October 7-8 ........................................................................................................................................... Vilas County Outing
October 10................................................................................................ General Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard Lanes 7:00pm
October 15....................................................................................................................................... Fall Muskie Tournament
November 14 ............................................................................................ General Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard Lanes 7:00pm
December 12 ............................................................................................ General Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard Lanes 7:00pm

CCMI Release Report
Chris Smith- Release Chairman / ccmireleasechair@gmail.com
Not much to report in April, but the weather has been less than
cooperative. I was able to get on the water for a few days on April 22, 24 for
some scouting and spring run-up. As of Saturday, April 22, water temps had not
broken 49 degrees in Lake Waubesa. A few days later, temps were 43 on Lake
Monona on Sunday the 24. Unless conditions improve significantly, it looks like
we will be right on top of the spawn come opening day. Recommendations are to
stick to smaller lakes come opening weekend where the water temps are higher
for post-spawn activity, and leave fish alone as much as possible during active
spawn on bigger water.
Congrats to Shane Nesheim for the first release of the 2022 season! Shane released a 35” in fish on Pleasant
Creek Lake in Iowa in the criminally underrated live bait sucker presentation for spring fishing. I hope to have a lot of
pictures and recognition to report for next month.
Fast 5 Facts:
1. Water temps are still cool in the Madison chain. The upcoming seven-day forecast will continue to keep lakes cool with
overcast, breezy, and unseasonably cold weather
2. Best estimates will put us right into spawn come opening weekend. Plan accordingly - small lakes will be a better bet in
southern WI.
3. Glide and jerk baits remain the favorites for the Madison Chain
4. Madison chain water levels are average with the recent rain.
5. Boat launches and pier installations are hit and miss on Madison chain boat launches. Many are still out, Olbrich launch
being one of them. Olbrich had significant debris still in the dock areas. Don’t forget to renew your launch permits!
Please send me any pictures by 20 May to make it into the following newsletter. Log your fish! It's the best data
source we have, and every data input creates better insights and trends.
Ensure good releases! Check your release tools, replace old net bags with coated ones, and make sure hooks are sharp!
Opening day is almost here!
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Annual Musky Stocking Update
Greg Voss - CCMI Stocking Chair
Each year the local Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) fisheries staff attempt to perform a
very early spring survey of several species of fish usually including muskies to assist them in the determination of
population estimates and health conditions of each species. For CCMI in 2022 we are particularly interested in the data
collected from muskies caught in their spring Fyke nets in 2022 so that data can be compared to similar data collected in
2021. Having two consecutive years of musky data is recommended to arrive at more likely conclusions about the musky
population in the Madison Chain. CCMI has stocked Leech Lake Strain fingerling muskies in Madison since 2005, and
Wisconsin Strain fingerlings since 1986. The WDNR has stocked Wisconsin Strain musky fingerlings for several years
also. We hope to have reliable data regarding survival, growth rates, and maximum size lengths in data from the
consecutive years of data.
We received some good news from our local WDNR Fisheries Biologist on April 13, 2022:
"Yes we are out on Monona conducting our monitoring assessment work including panfish, bass, walleye, pike, and
musky. Off to a good start for the musky work, we are up to about 50 musky in the first week of netting operations."
– Dane Oele
We have requested Dan to present these findings in a presentation to our full membership at one of our regular
second Monday of the month fall or winter monthly meetings.

Take A Vet Fishing
Brian Falleck
Take A Vet Fishing is taking place on Lake Waubesa on Saturday, June 11th. They are looking for guides to take
veterans out on the lake for a morning of fishing. You can choose which species of fish you want to target. It is a great
way to give back to veterans who have given us so much. I have done this in the past and it has been a very rewarding
experience. If you don't have plans that day, please consider volunteering as a guide. You can get more information and
sign up at http://www.takeavetfishing.org
Thank you
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CCMI Mentoring Program
The Capital City Chapter of Muskies, Inc. conducts a mentoring program for its members. If requested, an
experienced club member (the mentor) will help or assist another member (the mentee) in developing specific fishing
skills or acquiring knowledge about a particular topic or body of water. These informal associations have been very
successful in the past in helping members learn more about muskie angling, as well as helping newer members meet some
of the more knowledgeable muskie anglers in the club. If you need or want assistance in some aspect of muskie angling,
contact Lee Bartolini – phone: (608) 437-6177 or email: Lbartolini8475@charter.net, and he will try to match you up with
a mentor to assist you. Assistance may be requested in a general area (I would like to know more about Lake Monona.) or
a specific area (I would like to learn how to make my own leaders.)
Club members who are willing to be a mentor, who are willing to help or assist another club member in some
aspect of muskie fishing, are invited to let Lee know of their interest. If you would like to be a mentor and help another
CCMI member, contact Lee at the phone number or email address above.

YOUTH MUSKIE CHAMPIONSHIP
of
WISCONSIN
June 11th, 2022 – Lake Monona, Olbrich park
 Put on by Capital City Chapter of Muskies Inc. (CCMI)
 Friendly tournament. We do give out prizes and trophies but the idea is to simply have a good time fishing.
 FREE to all youth age 18 and under.
 Adults may accompany youth in the boat. We encourage participants (or their parents) to bring their boat.
Otherwise, we will match you with a boat.
 State Champion awards plus prizes for all participants!
 Come out for a day of fun, and to support youth fishing, and the great sport of chasing those big Muskies!
To register and for more details: www.CapitalCityMuskiesInc.org
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www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org

Page 4

Madison Chain Outing
Saturday, May 14
Come join us for the CCMI Madison Chain Outing on Saturday, May 14, 2022. The outing will begin at 7:00 am and
end at 2:00 pm. Registration fee includes a ticket for a random door prize drawing at the end of the event. This outing is
open to the public and you need not be a CCMI member to attend.
Outing Rules:
 participants must comply with all WDNR regulations
 catch and release only tournament with no transport of fish,
 live bait and trolling are allowed
 only fish caught between 7:00 am and 2:00 pm on May 14, 2021
will be eligible
 A photograph of the fish on a measuring device is required for all
entries
 Eligible lakes are Monona, Waubesa and Upper Mud Lake
 Only muskies 30" or longer will eligible for an award
 In case of a tie, the earliest musky caught will be the tiebreaker.
 Participants must complete and submit a "Release of Liability" form if not completed in 2022. The form is
available on the CCMI website.
 Per Wisconsin DNR Tournament Rules-Each boat in the outing will need a single layer of blue "painters tape"
around the cowling of their motors.
Awards ceremony, fishing stories, and door prizes will be held at 2:45 pm promptly at the Olin Park landing parking lot.
Prizes will be awarded to the top three individuals with the most combined inches of fish
caught and released to the nearest ¼-inch. Winners may only win one prize. Any awards that
go unclaimed will go into door prizes.
CCMI Madison Chain Outing Registration & Cost Register on-line at
www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org.
Cost $20.00 per person for CCMI Members and $30:00 per person for Non-Members. Youth
ages 17 and under are free. For more information, contact Winston Hopkins at
winstonjhopkins@gmail.com or 608-577-3184
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38th BILL WOOD MEMORIAL / LAKE WINTER OUTING
JUNE 24-25

**Depending on COVID 19, a County or State Health Department may prohibit this event **
th
The 38 annual Bill Wood Memorial Lake Winter Outing will be held on Saturday June 24 & 25, 2022. (We
will post any cancellation information or changes on the CCMI Website/Facebook) This year we have a new
format starting at 7:00 a.m. on Friday (6/24/2022) continuing until Saturday (6/25/22) at 5:00pm. Even though
Bill Wood is no longer with us, our memories of the good times we had at this outing with him, Swede, Bob
Patterson, Don Borchert, George Radl, and others, still live on.

Come on up for a good time!

Rules: Muskies must be caught between 7:00 a.m. on Friday 6/24/2022 and 5:00 p.m. Saturday 6/25/2022. It’s catch &
release only (no transport). This year the muskies caught by use of power trolling or live bait are eligible for an
award. Any lake in Sawyer County is an eligible lake in 2022. All WDNR and local regulations must be complied
with. A witness and a photograph are required for all eligible entries. The (optional) outing contest fee is $10 per person
(To be eligible for the contest please pay John or Sue Eversoll or Geoff Crandall prior to the start of the outing). All
eligible muskies must be measured to the ¼ inch, Muskies 30” or longer are eligible for the longest or second longest
award. In case of a tie the – first fish caught wins. Participants must fill out the liability release form. Winners may win
only one category. Awards will be available for the following categories.
 Longest Muskie (Trophy Winner)
 Second Longest Muskie

Awards Banquet – Dinner will be provided for $20 per person. Please pay by Friday June 18th so the
catering service has a headcount in advance to ensure our group gets plenty to eat. Saturday night we’ll have
dinner and the awards ceremony at Julies Trailside Tavern & Grill 5992 W. Old Highway 70, Winter, WI.
Questions - please contact Geoff Crandall (608-219-0164 or crandall@msbnrg.com) or John or Sue Eversoll
(815-238-5542 or sjevers57@sandprairie.net). Lodging information: Tuscobia @ 715-266-6401, Strouf’s
Motel @ 715-266-6621 or Rustic Inn @ 715-266-3060 or Farzwego Motel (by the Gas Station, 5220 N County
Rd. W) Winter, WI 715-266-2002.

NAME __________________________Telephone/Text__________________Email____________________
NAME __________________________Telephone/Text__________________Email____________________

TOTAL - $____ Contest Eligibility: Need not be a CCMI member, $10 contest per person and dinner is $20 per person
= $30per person for both. Please register and provide the fees by June 18, 2022. No cash awards will be given. Fill
out form (make check payable to Geoff Crandall). Please include phone/text number/email (in case of cancellation).
Mail registration & check to:
Geoff Crandall 5306 Jonquil Ct Middleton, WI 53562
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2022 GIL HAMM MEMORIAL
CHAPTER CHALLUNGE
August 17, 18, 19
Hosted out of Horseshoe Bay Lodge on Leech Lake
by
Fargo-Moorhead Muskies Inc.
https://www.horseshoebayresort.com
8098 Hawthorn Trail NW, Walker, MN 56484
(218) 547-2283
Sign up at http://www.gilhammchallunge.com
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Capital City Chapter of Muskies Inc. Chapter Officers
PRESIDENT
Brian Falleck
608-212-7941
president@capitalcitymuskiesinc.org
VICE- PRESIDENT
Fred Schulze
608-345-5102
fred.schulze63@gmail.com
Chapter Representative to M.I.
Winston Hopkins
(608) 577-3184
WinstonjHopkins@gmail.com
SECRETARY
Gary Hoffman
(608) 698-5388
glhoff29@gmail.com
TREASURER
Bob Baumgartner
(608) 320-6336
bbaumgartner4@gmail.com

At- Large Directors

Term Exp

Dustin Loveland
Loveland3006@gmail.com
Robbi Hron
rhron@amfam.com
Chris Smith
chrmsmith@icloud.com
Steve Soma
steve.soma@edwardjones.com
Tripp Soma
Tripp.Soma@edwardjones.com
Brett Cook
cookb@ixperts.com
Dan Donovan
djdonovan8206@gmail.com
Greg Voss
mzkee52@gmail.com
Nathan Jandl
njandl@gmail.com
Paul Twardy
paulmarionpeter@gmail.com
TJ Weisensel
t.j.weisensel@gmail.com
Todd Berge
boogerb2@yahoo.com
Vacancy (3)

2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023

Past Presidents

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Submissions due by the 20th
Brett Cook
(608) 279-4160
cookb@ixperts.com

Bill Wood
Gil Nimm
Kevin Wegner
Brian Walsh
Kevin Black
Craig Eversoll
Steve Reinstra *
Lee Bartolini *

Don Borchert
Steve Budnik
Gary Greene
Fred Bachmann
Norm Vike
Geoff Crandall *
Jim Olson
Luke Vike *

Winston Hopkins +

+ Immediate Past President
* Past President with Voting Rights
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