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Prez Sez 
September is probably my favorite month.  Not only are we done with the ridiculously hot weather we were 

experiencing last week, but football season starts, and the muskies really start biting!  
This year, August turned out to be a really good month, at least for my son.  We recently got back from a quick 

trip to Lake St Clair.  We fished with a fellow CCMI member, Captain Matt "Catfish" Firestein.  We went 4/6 with my 
son catching all four muskies, 3 of which were over 40 inches including a 
really nice 43.5 inch Hybrid. I have said it many times before and will continue 
to say, Please support the people and companies that support CCMI.  Whether 
it's a tackle company, guide service, local business, or any of the great 
individuals that help us accomplish our goals of stocking muskies in the 
Madison Chain, please show your appreciation by patronizing their companies. 
We would not be as successful as we are without them! 

I hope everyone can get out and enjoy some fall musky fishing and 
participate in our upcoming events. The PIT Tag Challenge, CCMI Fall 
Muskie Tournament and the Vilas County Outing are all rapidly approaching 
and are a great way to meet up with fellow musky anglers and share tips, 
tricks, and lies.  

Our first monthly meeting of the fall is coming up at Bowl-A-Vard.  I hope to see you there and hear some great 
fish stories. 

Brian Falleck 

2023 Event Calendar 
September 9 ............................................................................................................................................... Pit Tag Challenge 
September 11 .................................................................................................... General Member Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard 

Guest Speaker:  Chris Taurisano of T-Bone Guide Service 
October 7 ......................................................................................................................................... Fall Muskie Tournament 
October 9 ........................................................................................................... General Member Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard 

Guest Speaker:  Darragh Cutter of Cutter Services 
October 13-14 ....................................................................................................................................... Vilas County Outing 
November 13 ..................................................................................................... General Member Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard 

Guest Speaker:  Shawn Josephson & Ryan Knapp 
December 11 ..................................................................................................... General Member Meeting @ Bowl-A-Vard 

Guest Speaker:  Michael Hanson - Namekagon Area Guide Service 
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CCMI Lunge Log Contest
Jeff Lyon

Cap Cities Muskies Inc. is very excited to announce a brand new contest this fishing season. We know we have a big 
chapter of fishy folks catching muskies all over musky country and we want to continue to grow the membership of our 
awesome club. 

So, for the year of 2023, we are launching a brand new contest. The rules are really simple. All you have to do is 
be a Capital Cities Member, follow our Facebook or Instagram Account, AND log a fish in the Muskies Inc. Lunge Log. 
We have an incredible list of prizes that will be offered. Each lunge log entry counts for one entry into the contest. You 
can enter as many fish as you catch. You can only win once prize pack. Prizes will be drawn randomly at the annual 
awards banquet next year. You do not need to be present to win. 

Here are some of the awesome prizes you can win! 

Full Day Guide Trip with Noah Humfeld, CCMI member and Owner of Madison Area Guide Service. Value of $500. 

Full Day Guide Trip with Robbie Jarnigo - Today's Angler and Versatile Angling Guide Service. Value of $425. 

Lee's Lure Lure Pack - 1 Flap Tail, 1 Boilermaker and 2 Ninjas! Estimated value of $215

2 Hours of Humminbird On the Water Training with Adam Walton from Pike Pole (in your boat) + $50 Musky Shop Gift 
Card. Value of $175. 

Full Day Guide Trip with Dave Burgenske of Madtown Musky Guide Service + $50 D&S Bait & Tackle Gift Card + 3 $20 reel 
repairs with Badfish Creek Reel Repair. Estimated Value of $500. 

Prize Pack from Dorn Outdoors - Assorted Musky Baits - Spanky Baits Pugsly, Muskie Train Diesel Crank, $20 live bait card, 
and Shimano Rod Straps. Estimated Value of $115

4th Annual CCMI Fall Musky Tournament

Madison Chain of Lakes
October 7, 2023

1st Place $5000
2nd Place $1500
3rd Place $1000
4th Place $500

Cash prizes 1st-4th Place, Big Fish Payout, Raffle, and a fun day of fishing!
Rules and Registration at 
capitalcitymuskiesinc.org 
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CCMI Release Report
Chris Smith Release Chairman

Hello CCMI members, 

Fall is weeks away, but it won't feel that way for a few weeks. A southerly wind warming pattern is coming for the next 
ten days. So, I suspect we will still have a bit of that simmer bite until October. But the plastics and tubes should be close 
at hand for those cool mornings. 

As a club, we have logged 431 releases year to date, compared to 569 this time last year. I don't have any real insights into
this drop other than it's likely due to a lack of tracking releases on the MI website. Outside of some high temps, the 
summer has been relatively mild, and water temps have not been prohibitive. Seeing the amount of pics I'm getting, I 
know you are all on the water! So, this is my plea to continue to log releases. The data we collect provides benefits to the
members and helps support our DNR efforts as well. I am thinking of putting a webinar together for members to help 
support some training on how to use the site, as there have been a lot of changes and updates this year. Let me know if this 
is something you would be interested in. 

I wish you all a great back-to-school and fall season! Keep your hooks sharp, and we will see you on the water!
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Release Standings

Men's Division Muskies Points Avg 
Length

Thomas Lyon 29 429 40.59
Brian Skaife 17 278 42.28
Adam Bergendahl 18 268 40.86
Dan Moats 10 230 48.85
Jeff Lehr 16 196 38.16
Wilhelm Zeichert 12 190 41.83
William Suick 10 159 41.75
Kyle Kramer 11 153 39.82
M. J. Johnson 10 149 40.68
Lee Bartolini 9 146 42.06
Jamie Wersland 10 133 39.30
Todd Berge 9 125 39.75
Brian Wienski 7 123 43.57
Bob Harris 8 100 38.28
Garrett  Lederman 7 99 40.07
Craig Eversoll 5 97 45.30
Jeff Walker 6 91 41.17
Luke Will 7 87 38.32
Steve Soma 5 85 43.00
Mitchell Genz 5 78 41.60
Eric R Olson 6 72 37.92
Rowan Stamm 5 63 38.60
Marshall Mueller 5 59 37.65
Jerry Georgeson 3 55 44.17
Kevin L Wegner 5 52 36.40
Winston J Hopkins 4 45 36.94
James  Lawler 3 42 40.00
Michael Roehl 3 40 39.42
Geoffrey C Crandall 3 38 38.58
Craig Wood 2 27 39.00
Ryan Roeming 2 26 38.75
Greg Voss 3 25 34.17
Kurt Brändli 3 25 34.33
Bryan  Calcaterra 1 25 51.00
Steve Reinstra 2 24 38.00
Jim A Olson 1 23 49.00
Eli Landas 1 22 47.50
Scott Trimborn 2 19 35.25
Matt Vike 1 18 43.50
Mike Beam 1 16 42.00
John Cuta 1 16 42.00
James Wagner 1 15 41.00
Josh Bruckert 1 15 41.00
Justin Regan 1 14 40.00
Jeff Hellenbrand 1 14 40.00
Shane Nesheim 2 13 32.63
Joseph Hansen 1 12 37.50
Mike Milia 1 10 35.50

Jeremiah Oakley 1 6 31.50
William N. Liegel 1 6 32.00
Fred Hodd 1 5 31.00

Master's Division Muskies Points Avg 
Length

Jeff M Hanson 68 895 38.99
Brad P Nelson 22 299 39.52
Aaron Laking 12 220 44.25
Jeff Lyon 13 208 41.87
Matt Mc Cumber 6 80 39.13
Matthew DeVos 5 59 37.60
Dustin Loveland 3 40 39.33
Matthew Hill 1 18 44.00
Troy Schoonover 1 8 33.50

Division Muskies Points Avg 
Length

Devyn Hanson 10 119 37.65
Jackson Harris 5 58 37.6
Jeffrey Falleck 3 49 42

Division Muskies Points Avg 
Length

Angela Thoreson 2 43 47.25
Karen Phillips 1 9 34.5

        @CapCityMuskies

If you want your catch posted on CCMI 
social media, send your photos to 

socialmedia@capitalcitymuckiesinc.org
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10th Annual CCMI Pit-Tag Challenge Outing 
The Capital City Muskies Inc Chapter is again hosting a "CCMI Pit-Tag Challenge" outing on Saturday September 9, 
2023. This ONE-day events purpose is to catch pit-tagged muskies in Lake Monona. The catch information will be used 
to further enhance the Leech Lake vs Wisconsin strain muskie size study that has been ongoing since 2005. This outing is 
open to all  including anglers from other muskie/fishing clubs. Membership in CCMI is N0T required. Come and join us 
for this important and fun activity.  

Date:  Saturday September 9th, 2023 
Place:  Olbrich Park at the Starweather Creek launch 

(Near the softball diamond) 
Time:  7:00am - 3:00pm 

 

Outing Rules 
 Must comply with all WDNR regulations 

 Catch and release only and no transporting of fish 

 Participants will receive outing and fish reporting information starting at 
 6:30 am in the Olbrich Park Softball Diamond lot. 

 Casting, trolling, and live bait are acceptable forms of fishing 

 Lake Monona is the only eligible lake 

 All muskies caught must be scanned for pit-tags to be prize eligible (boats 

 with scanners will be on the water). 
 A witness or a photograph of the fish is required for all entries 

 In case of a tie, the earliest muskie caught will be the tie breaker 

 Winners may only win in one "length of fish" category  
 

Participants must complete and submit a "release of liability" form if one has not been completed in 2023.  The 
form is available on the CCMI website. Each boat in the outing will need to have a strip of a blue "Painters Tape" 
on the cowling of the motor (provided if needed). 

Lunch & Awards 
A lunch including sub sandwiches and pizza will be provided around 4pm at  Olbrich park softball diamond area with 
awards and door prizes afterwards. Awards will be presented for Largest, Second largest, and Third largest muskie caught 
by length in inches.  Special prizes will be awarded to pit-tagged fish caught regardless of length.  

Registration and Cost 
On-line Registration at https://www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org/pit-tag-challenge/ 
Alternatively, a paper registration form and fee can be sent to Steve Reinstra, 11509 N. Elm Rd, Edgerton, WI  53534. 
The outing cost is $25.00 per person ($30.00 for non-CCMI members). 
Make checks payable to CCMI 

For more information contact Steve Reinstra(mpd339r@charter.net) or 608-770-7131.            
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CCMI Pit-Tag Challenge Outing 
Registration Form 

Name____________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

Phone Number____________________________________ 

City____________________State________________Zip___________ 

CCMI Member (Circle):     Yes            No 

Make Checks Payable to CCMI 
 

Mail To: 
Steve Reinstra 

 11509 N. Elm Rd. 
Edgerton WI 53534 
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Vilas County Outing:  October 13th and 14th, 2023 

The annual Vilas County Muskie 2-day Outing will be held Friday, October 13th and Saturday, October 14th, 2023.  This 
is a friendly outing for CCMI members, family and friends.  You do not have to be a CCMI member to participate. 

All participants must submit a waiver of liability form in order to participate in the outing.  Please print out the 
waiver of liability form at the CCMI website and submit it to Dale Anderson with your outing and/or banquet fee 
payment.  Following is a link to the form.  Download MI Release of Liability Form 

The outing banquet will be held at the Rustic Roadhous, located at 5194 S, US Hwy 51, Manitowish Waters. The Rustic 
Roadhaus will be closed to the public and our banquet will be a PRIVATE event this year. There will be  at 
the bar (cash bar) at 5:30 p.m. with dinner served around 7:00 p.m. Awards, Door Prizes and Raffles after the dinner.  
Folks may attend the dinner and not participate in the outing.  For additional information on the Rustic Roadhaus, 
including directions/location, visit their website at  Rustic Roadhaus  Bar & Restaurant 

The dinner will be a choice of 3 entrees: 

 Prime Rib (Queen Cut) with Baked Potato 
 Grilled Shrimp Alfredo over Pasta  
 BBQ Ribs with Baked Potato  

All entrees include a side salad, bread, and dessert!  The cost of the banquet is $33 per person inclusive of gratuity. 

TOTAL COST: 

If only participating in the Outing:  $7.00 per person 
If only attending the Banquet:  $33.00 per person 
If participating in both the Outing and Banquet: $40.00 per person 

CONTEST RULES: 

Muskies caught from 7:00 a.m. Friday, October 13th, to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 14th, will be eligible for awards!  
There is no sign in.  Report all muskies caught by 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 14th, to Dale Anderson at the Rustic 
Roadhaus.  To be eligible for an award, a witness is required (an outing participant for all entries) AND your outing fee 
must be received prior to the start of the outing (prior to October 13th).  Photographs of fish caught are requested 
(Digital or Polaroid).  This is a Catch and Release contest only!  Artificial baits and Quick Set sucker rigs are allowed  
no swallow hooks for suckers!   

Participants must comply with all WDNR regulations.  Gas motor trolling is allowed during this outing.  Only muskies 

quarter-inch to help in a tie-breaker situation. In the case of a tie the first fish caught will be the winner.  Eligible waters 
are any body of water located within Vilas County, Wisconsin.   

Winners may only win in one category!  Walnut Plaques will be given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place: 

1) Largest muskie by length in inches 
2) Second largest muskie by length in inches 
3) Third largest muskie by length in inches 
4) Smallest muskie by length in inches-gets a Muskie Base trophy 
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If you have any questions concerning the outing, contact Dale Anderson at (608) 852-0245 (text or call). 

Drawings will be held for door prizes for outing participants.  Folks who attend the banquet but do not participate in the 

with some great prizes!  We hope you can join us for this FUN-tastic outing!  

We would appreciate all sign-up sheets and money no later than October 7th, 2023.    
Please mail your outing/banquet fee, meal choice form, and waiver of liability form to: 

Dale Anderson 
PO Box 384 

Mercer  WI  54547 

Vilas County Sign Up Form 

Please return this portion of the form to Dale Anderson with your payment no later than October 7th, 2023.    

Please make your check payable to Dale Anderson and mail to:   
Dale Anderson, PO Box 384, Mercer, WI 54547. 

NAME: _______________________________________ 

NAME: _______________________________________ 

Entrée Choice:   Prime Rib 

   Grilled Shrimp Alfredo 

   Full Rack of BBQ Ribs 

If more than one name is included on this banquet form, please write a number in the checkbox next to the 
entrée.  For example, if there are two names on the form and one person wants prime rib and one person wants 

would w  
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Just for Fun  Using AI to Catch Muskies 
By Lee Bartolini 

Many of you have probably heard about the current popularity of Artificial Intelligence (AI) programs.  A number of new 
platforms are currently available on the internet.  One that has been in the news a lot recently is CHATGPT.  This 
program allows a person to have a computer generate reports, articles, reviews, or just about any kind of document on just 
about any topic they wish in a matter of seconds.  So, just for fun, I opened an account on CHATGPT, and I instructed the 

-
my screen.  You be the judge on the authenticity of the article.  I was really surprised at what was created.  As noted 
above, the instructions did not tell the AI program what to include in the article. 

Title: Mastering the Art of Muskie Fishing: Tips and Techniques for Landing the Ultimate Trophy 

Introduction: Catching a muskie, often dubbed "the fish of ten thousand casts," is a thrilling and rewarding challenge for 
anglers seeking the ultimate freshwater trophy. As one of North America's largest and most elusive predators, the muskie 
demands patience, skill, and dedication. In this article, we will explore effective strategies and essential tips to increase 
your chances of catching this elusive giant. 

1. Research and Location: Begin your quest by researching the best muskie fishing locations. These elusive 
predators thrive in large lakes, reservoirs, and rivers with clear, cool waters and abundant forage fish. State fishery 
agencies, local fishing forums, and experienced anglers are excellent resources for identifying prime muskie 
habitats. Focus on areas with submerged structures, drop-offs, and weed beds, as muskies often use these as 
ambush points. 

2. Gear and Tackle: A sturdy and well-balanced fishing setup is crucial when targeting muskies. Opt for a heavy-
duty, medium-heavy to heavy-action casting rod, usually around 7 to 8 feet in length, to handle their powerful 
strikes and strong fights. Paired with a high-quality baitcasting reel with a smooth drag system, this combo will 
provide the control and power required for a successful catch. 

3. Choose the Right Lures: Muskies are renowned for their unpredictable feeding behavior. As such, it's essential to 
carry an assortment of lures to increase your chances. Large bucktail spinners, jerkbaits, topwater lures, and glide 
baits are popular choices among seasoned muskie anglers. Match the lure's size and color to the local forage fish, 
and don't hesitate to experiment with different retrieval speeds and patterns until you find what triggers their 
aggression. 

4. Master the Figure-8 Technique: The figure-8 is a critical maneuver that can turn a muskie follow into a strike. 
Once a muskie follows your lure to the boat without committing, perform a large figure-8 motion with your bait at 
the water's surface. This motion often triggers an instinctual strike response from the muskie, as they see the prey 
trying to escape. 

5. Practice Catch and Release: Due to their slow growth rate and popularity among anglers, muskie populations can 
be fragile. To preserve the species for future generations, practice catch and release whenever possible. Handle 
the fish with care, use proper release tools, and support their weight properly to minimize stress during the release 
process. 

6. Learn from Experience: Muskie fishing is a continuous learning process. Pay attention to the conditions, weather 
patterns, and seasonal movements that yield successful catches. Keep a fishing journal to record your experiences, 
noting the date, time, weather, water conditions, and techniques used. This data will prove invaluable in 
developing patterns and strategies for future trips. 

Conclusion: Catching a muskie is a test of skill, determination, and patience. Through diligent research, the right gear, and 
mastering essential techniques, you can increase your odds of landing the ultimate freshwater trophy. Remember, muskie 
fishing is as much about the experience as it is about the catch, so embrace the journey and respect the resource to ensure 
a sustainable and rewarding pursuit for years to come. 
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Lake of the Woods Outing 2023 
Tony Enger 

This year there were 14 participants.  21 fish were caught during the week. Even though there were minimal big fish 
caught, there were big fish sightings.  The participants dealt with algae bloom later in the week which brought the fish 
catches down for those days.   

Congratulations to Travis!  
This year s outing winner for number of muskies by points was Mike Johnson who 
boated 5 fi  and Congratulations 
to Mike!   

I want to thank all those who took part in the 2023 LOTW Outing.   
We all want to give a shout out to Ellen, Justin a
great accommodations. 

The 2024 LOTW Outing has been booked and will take place August 17-24 again at 

additional spots available for next ye  

Thanks to all again for making the outing a success. 
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BILL WOOD MEMORIAL/LAKE WINTER 39th OUTING  
JUNE 23-24, 2023 

Geoff Crandall 

The 39
th annual Bill Wood Memorial/Lake Winter Outing was held on Saturday June 23 & 24, 2023.  Even though Bill 

Wood is no longer with us, our memories of the good times we had at this outing with him, Swede, Bob Patterson, Don 
Borchert, George Radl, Ron Wolters, Gene Edwards, were and others, still live on.  We had 18 anglers participate in the 
outing.  

2023 Rules: Muskies were caught between 7:00 a.m. on Friday 6/21/24 and 5:00 p.m. Saturday 6/22/2024.  It was catch 
& release only (no transport).  Muskies caught by use of power trolling or live bait were eligible for an award.  Any 
lake, creek or river in Sawyer County was eligible.  Awards were available and awarded for the following 
categories. 

 Longest Muskie (Jim Lawler  
 Second Longest (Lee Bartolini  

 Honorable Mention (Karen Phillips  
 

The 40th Bill Wood Memorial/Lake Winter outing will be held on June 21 (Friday) and 
June 22 (Saturday), 2024.  We had problems finding lodging near Winter this year so 
mark your calendar and make your reservations early.  Come on down for a good time! 
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Capital City Chapter of Muskies Inc. Chapter Officers

PRESIDENT 
Brian Falleck 
608-212-7941 
president@capitalcitymuskiesinc.org  

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Chris Smith 
608-294-7722 
chrmsmith@icloud.com  

Chapter Representative to M.I. 
Winston Hopkins 
(608) 577-3184 
WinstonjHopkins@gmail.com 

SECRETARY 
Greg Voss 
608-514-3897 
mzkee52@gmail.com 

TREASURER 
Bob Baumgartner 
(608) 320-6336 
bbaumgartner4@gmail.com  

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Submissions due by the 20th  
Brett Cook 
(608) 279-4160 
cookb@ixperts.com 

At- Large Directors Term Exp 
Robbi Hron 
rhron@amfam.com  

2024 

Steve Soma 
steve.soma@edwardjones.com  

2024 

Tripp Soma 
Tripp.Soma@edwardjones.com  

2024 

Jeff Lyon 
rectlyon@gmail.com  

2024 

Mike Milia 
mikemilia@charter.net  

2023 

Brett Cook  
cookb@ixperts.com  

2023 

Dan Donovan 
djdonovan8206@gmail.com  

2023 

Nathan Jandl 
njandl@gmail.com 

2023 

Paul Twardy 
paulmarionpeter@gmail.com  

2023 

TJ Weisensel 
t.j.weisensel@gmail.com 

2023 

Todd Berge 
boogerb2@yahoo.com  

2023 

  

Vacancy (4)  

 

Past Presidents 
Bill Wood Don Borchert 
Gil Nimm Steve Budnik 
Kevin Wegner Gary Greene 
Brian Walsh Fred Bachmann 
Kevin Black Norm Vike 
Craig Eversoll Geoff Crandall * 
Steve Reinstra * Jim Olson 
Lee Bartolini * Luke Vike * 

Winston Hopkins + +  Immediate Past President 
*  Past President with Voting Rights 

 
 

 


